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Foundations for Eternal Life

3UHIDFH
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
0DWWKHZ

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart
will flow rivers of living water.’”
-RKQ
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
-HVXVLQYLWHVHDFKRIXVWRFRPHWRKLP7KLVLVDQLQYLWDWLRQ
WR VDOYDWLRQ “Come to me.” 6DOYDWLRQ LV QRW SULPDULO\ D
PDWWHU RI WKLQJV ZH NQRZ RU WKLQJV ZH GR VDOYDWLRQ LV D
PDWWHURIULJKWUHODWLRQVKLS
“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
-RKQ
(WHUQDOOLIHLQYROYHVNQRZLQJ*RGKDYLQJULJKWUHODWLRQVKLS
ZLWK *RG  ,Q RUGHU WR NQRZ *RG EHWWHU ZH VKRXOG OHDUQ
WKLQJV DQG GR WKLQJV WKDW VWUHQJWKHQ RXU UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK
*RG:HVKRXOGDYRLGWKLQJVWKDWKXUWRXUUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK
*RG7KDWLVWKHSRLQWRIZULWLQJDERXW“Things We Know,”
“Things We Do,” DQG “Things We Should NOT Do.” 7KH
JRDO LVWR NQRZ *RG EHWWHU WR GHHSHQ RXU UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK
*RGWRGHHSHQRXUORYHIRU*RG
+DYH\RXDOUHDG\FRPHWR-HVXV",IVRPD\WKLVERRNKHOS
\RXGHHSHQ\RXUUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK*RG
+DYH \RX QRW \HW FRPH WR -HVXV"  0D\ WKLV ERRN KHOS \RX
EHJLQ\RXUUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK*RG
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who
hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come;
and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the
water of life.
5HYHODWLRQ1,9
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,QWURGXFWLRQ
&RQIXVLRQ DERXW VSLULWXDO WKLQJV LV ZLGHVSUHDG  6SLULWXDO
FRQIXVLRQ SURGXFHV EURNHQ OLYHV  7KLV ERRN DWWHPSWV WR
FODULI\LPSRUWDQWVSLULWXDOWUXWKVRWKDWFODULW\ZLOORYHUFRPH
FRQIXVLRQVRWKDWEURNHQOLYHVZLOOEHPDGHZKROH
7KH SXUSRVH RI WKLV ERRN LV QRW WR SUHVHQW QHZ LQVLJKW EXW
UDWKHUWRSUHVHQWROGWUXWKLQDFOHDUDQGVLPSOHZD\IRUHDV\
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ
7KLVERRNFRYHUVPDQ\LPSRUWDQWWRSLFV2WKHUDXWKRUVKDYH
ZULWWHQZKROHERRNVRQWRSLFVWKDWDUHFRYHUHGKHUHLQMXVWD
FRXSOH SDJHV  'RQ¶W H[SHFW H[KDXVWLYH FRYHUDJH RI DQ\
WRSLFEXWGRH[SHFWDORWWREHFRYHUHGLQDIHZSDJHV
,KDYHWULHGWROLPLWWKHPDWHULDOWRVXEMHFWVWKDW
x KDYHYHU\VWURQJDQGFOHDUVFULSWXUDOVXSSRUWDQG
x DSSO\WRDOOSHRSOHLQDOOFXOWXUHV
0D\WKHZRUGVRQWKHVHSDJHVKHOS\RXNQRZ*RG¶VORYHIRU
\RXXQGHUVWDQG*RGEHWWHUDQGORYH*RGGHHSO\
,HQFRXUDJH\RXWRPDNHWKHIROORZLQJSUD\HU\RXURZQ
O God, help me to know your love for me.
Help me to learn your ways, and to walk in them.
Open my spiritual eyes to see myself as you see me, and
to understand my circumstances as you understand
them.
Fill me with your Spirit so that I will be able to follow you
wherever you lead.

'LG \RX PHDQ LW"  2U ZDV WKDW SUD\HU MXVW HPSW\ ZRUGV"
:KDWZRXOGLWWDNHIRU\RXWRPHDQWKDWSUD\HU"
&RQVLGHUSUD\LQJWKDWSUD\HUIRUUHDO
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:D\VWR8VHWKLV%RRN
7KH RUGHU WKDW VXEMHFWV DUH SUHVHQWHG LQ WKLV ERRN LV
VLJQLILFDQWVRLWZRXOGEHJRRGWRUHDGWKLVERRNVWUDLJKW
WKURXJK
+RZHYHULI\RXGRQ¶WKDYHWLPHWRUHDGWKHZKROHERRN\RX
PD\ SUHIHU WR SLFN D WRSLF RI LQWHUHVW LQ WKH 7DEOH RI
&RQWHQWVDQGVWDUWWKHUH'RZKDWZRUNVIRU\RX
(DFKFKDSWHULVIDLUO\VKRUWVRWKLVERRNFDQHDVLO\EHXVHG
DVDGDLO\GHYRWLRQDOIRUWKRVHZKRZRXOGEHQHILWIURPWKDW
7KLV ERRN FDQ DOVR EH XVHG WR IDFLOLWDWH VPDOO JURXS
GLVFXVVLRQRUVWXG\3LFNWRSLFVWKDWLQWHUHVWWKHJURXSIRU
DVPDQ\PHHWLQJVDVVHHPVEHQHILFLDO,WPD\ZRUNZHOOWR
VLPSO\ WDNH WXUQV UHDGLQJ WKURXJK D FKDSWHU DQG GLVFXVVLQJ
WKH UHIHUHQFHG YHUVHV DQG DQ\ TXHVWLRQV LQFOXGHG  7KH
GLVFXVVLRQFRXOGUHYROYHDURXQGDVLPSOHRQJRLQJTXHVWLRQ
³:KDWDERXW\RX"+RZVKRXOGWKLVDIIHFW\RX"´&KDS
WHUVDUHDUUDQJHGWRIDFLOLWDWHSULQWLQJRUFRS\LQJRQHFKDSWHU
DWDWLPH VR HDFK JURXS PHPEHU FDQ KDYH D FRS\  3HU WKH
FRS\ULJKWQRWLFHDWWKHIURQWRIWKLVERRNWKLVERRNPD\EH
IUHHO\FRSLHGDQGIUHHO\GLVWULEXWHG
,QNHHSLQJWKHFKDSWHUVVKRUWWKHUHLVDJUHDWGHDOWKDWLVOHIW
XQVDLG)RUWKRVHZKRZDQWWRJRGHHSHUHDFKFKDSWHUHQGV
ZLWK VXJJHVWLRQV ³)RU )XUWKHU 5HIOHFWLRQ´  7KHVH DUH
XVXDOO\VFULSWXUHUHIHUHQFHVDQGVRPHWLPHVDIHZTXHVWLRQV
,I \RX KDYH WLPH \RX ZLOO OLNHO\ EHQHILW E\ ORRNLQJ LQWR
VFULSWXUHIRU GHHSHUWUXWK DQG WR YHULI\ RU GLVSURYH ZKDW
LV ZULWWHQ LQ WKLV ERRN   6RPHWLPHV DQRWKHU ERRN LV
UHIHUHQFHG6RPHRIWKHEHVWERRNV,KDYHUHDGDUHQRWZHOO
NQRZQSHUKDSVP\UHFRPPHQGDWLRQVZLOOEHQHILW\RX
.HHSLQPLQGWKDWDOOERRNVRWKHUWKDQVFULSWXUHDUHIODZHG
VLQFH WKH\ DUH ZULWWHQ E\ LPSHUIHFW SHRSOH  $VN *RG IRU
GLVFHUQPHQWEHWZHHQWUXWKDQGHUURUDV\RXUHDGWKHVHSDJHV
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3$57

7KLQJV:H.QRZ


7KURXJKRXW WKH OHWWHUV RI WKH 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW WKH
HPSKDVLV LV ILUVW RQ WKLQJV ZH VKRXOG .12:
7KHQ WKH HPSKDVLV WXUQV WR WKLQJV ZH VKRXOG '2
5LJKW WKLQNLQJ JHQHUDOO\ FRPHV EHIRUH ULJKW
DFWLRQV:HFDQQRWOLYHLQDZD\WKDWLVSOHDVLQJWR
*RGLIZHGRQ¶WILUVWOHDUQWRWKLQNLQDZD\WKDWLV
SOHDVLQJWR*RG
6RWKHHPSKDVLVLQ3DUWRIWKLVERRNLVRQWKLQJV
ZH VKRXOG .12:  3DUW  ZLOO WXUQ WKH IRFXV WR
WKLQJVZHVKRXOG'2
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&KDSWHU

,QWKH%HJLQQLQJ*RG
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
*HQHVLV

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
3VDOP

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
7KHUH LV D *RG RQH *RG ZKR FUHDWHG WKH KHDYHQV DQG WKH
HDUWKDQGHYHU\WKLQJLQWKHP<RXDUHSDUWRIKLVFUHDWLRQ
7KRXJK\RXDOUHDG\PD\NQRZWKDWLWLVZRUWKUHYLHZLQJDV
WKHUH DUH PDQ\ ZKR GHQ\ WKH H[LVWHQFH RI *RG RU ZKR
EHOLHYH LQ D JRG ZKR LV PXFK GLIIHUHQW WKDQ WKH *RG ZKR
“created the heavens and the earth” DQG ZKRVH “steadfast
love endures forever.”
6FULSWXUH GRHVQ¶W VSHQG PXFK WLPH DUJXLQJ IRU *RG¶V
H[LVWHQFH)ROORZHUVRI-HVXVJHQHUDOO\XQGHUVWDQGWKDW*RG
KDV UHYHDOHG KLPVHOI LQ VFULSWXUH DQG LQ FUHDWLRQ DQG LW
DSSHDUV WKDW *RG GRHVQ¶W WKLQN KH QHHGV WR VSHQG WLPH
HVWDEOLVKLQJ KLV RZQ H[LVWHQFH  5DWKHU VFULSWXUH VD\V VXFK
WKLQJVDV
The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
3VDOP3VDOP

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been
5RPDQV1,9
made, so that men are without excuse.
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth.
*HQHVLV
,I \RX ILQG \RXUVHOI VWUXJJOLQJ UHJDUGLQJ WKH H[LVWHQFH RI
*RGWKLVPD\EHSDUWO\GXHWR
x $GDLO\PHGLDEDUUDJHRSSRVLQJWUXHEHOLHI
Foundations for Eternal Life
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x 7KHK\SRFULV\RIPDQ\ZKRFODLPWRIROORZ*RG
x 3HHUSUHVVXUHWRQRWEHOLHYHLQ*RG
x <RXU RZQ ZURQJ EHOLHIV DERXW *RG VXFK DV EODPLQJ
*RGIRUDOOWKHHYLOLQWKHZRUOGDQGLQ\RXUOLIH
x 3UHYLRXVQHJDWLYHH[SHULHQFHVZLWK³FKXUFK´
+RZPXFKGRHDFKRIWKHDERYHSRLQWVLQIOXHQFH\RX"
7RWKHH[WHQWSRVVLEOHIRU\RXWXUQWKHPHGLDEDUUDJHGRZQ
GRQ¶W OHW K\SRFULWHV NHHS \RX IURP WKH WUXWK GRQ¶W IROORZ
\RXU SHHUV WR KHOO DFNQRZOHGJH WKDW VRPH RI \RXU EHOLHIV
DERXW *RG PD\ EH ZURQJ GRQ¶W OHW WKH IDLOXUHV RI RWKHUV
NHHS\RXIURPHWHUQDOOLIH
7RWUXO\NQRZ*RGLWLVLPSRUWDQWWKDW\RXVHHNKLPZLWKDOO
\RXUKHDUW)RU*RGKDVVDLG
“You will seek me and find me when you seek me with
all your heart.”
-HUHPLDK
0DQ\ SHRSOH IDLO LQ WKHLU SXUVXLW RI *RG SUHFLVHO\ DW WKLV
SRLQW7KH\GRQ¶WUHDOO\VHHNWRNQRZ*RGDQGIROORZKLP
5DWKHU ZKDW WKH\ UHDOO\ ZDQW LV D VXSHUQDWXUDO EHLQJ OLNH
6DQWD&ODXVRUDJHQLHZKRZLOOVLPSO\JLYHWKHPZKDWWKH\
ZDQWZLWKRXWH[SHFWLQJDQ\WKLQJLQUHWXUQ
:KDW DERXW \RX"  'R \RX UHDOO\ ZDQW WR NQRZ DQG IROORZ
*RGRUMXVWILQGDJHQLHWRPDNH\RXUSUREOHPVJRDZD\"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
$FWV3DXOVSHDNLQJLQ$WKHQVDERXWWKH&UHDWRU
+HEUHZV7KHXQLYHUVHIRUPHGE\*RG¶VZRUG
*HQHVLVWR7KHVHYHQGD\VRIFUHDWLRQ
&RULQWKLDQV([SODLQLQJDERXWRQH*RG
-RKQ.QRZLQJWKHWUXWKZLOOVHW\RXIUHH
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³%HQHDWK)RXQGDWLRQVIRU(WHUQDO/LIH´E\
7KRPDV(GHO)UHHHERRNDYDLODEOHDW6KDORP.RLQRQLDRUJ
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&KDSWHU

,QWKH%HJLQQLQJ:DVWKH:RUG
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through him, and without him
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life,
and the life was the light of men. … And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us…
-RKQ
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”
0DWWKHZ
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
:KDWDERXW\RX":KRGR\RXVD\-HVXVLV"
,Q ZULWLQJ WKLV FKDSWHU , KDG GLIILFXOW\ FRPLQJ XS ZLWK DQ\
ZRUGVRIP\RZQWKDWDFFXUDWHO\FODULI\VFULSWXUH6RRQWKH
WRSLFRIZKR-HVXVLVKHUHDUHVRPHLPSRUWDQWYHUVHV
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ,
the Son of the Blessed One?”
“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on
the clouds of heaven.” 0DUN1,9 VHHDOVR'DQLHO 
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
$FWV1,9

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
&RORVVLDQV
Foundations for Eternal Life
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Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.
3KLOLSSLDQV
“You know the message God sent to the people of Israel,
telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is
Lord of all.”
$FWV1,9
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven
0DWWKHZ
and on earth has been given to me.”
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of
his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
life in his name.
-RKQ1,9
7KHVH YHUVHV LQGLFDWH WKDW -HVXV LV the Christ the Son of
GodLord of all+HZDV“in the form of God”EHIRUHKLV
OLIHRQHDUWKDQG“by him all things were created”

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
:KDWGRWKHWHUPV³&KULVW´³/RUG´DQG³6RQRI*RG´PHDQ"
,V-HVXVRQHRIPDQ\FKULVWVRULV-HVXVWKHRQO\WUXH&KULVW"
/XNH7KHDQJHO*DEULHO¶VZRUGVWR0DU\
-RKQ:K\GRQ¶W\RXXQGHUVWDQG"
&RULQWKLDQV([SODLQLQJDERXWRQH*RG
+HEUHZV*RGKDVVSRNHQWRXVE\KLV6RQ
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³7KH&DVHIRU&KULVW´E\/HH6WUREHO
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&KDSWHU

6LQ(QWHUHGWKH:RUOG
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may
surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
*HQHVLV
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man,
and death through sin, and in this way death came to all
men, because all sinned…
5RPDQV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
:K\ LV WKHUH VR PXFK HYLO LQ WKH ZRUOG"  7KLV TXHVWLRQ LV
DQVZHUHG LQ *HQHVLV FKDSWHU  ZKHUH $GDP DQG (YH
GLVREH\HG *RG WKHUHE\ EULQJLQJ VLQ DQG GHDWK LQWR WKH
ZRUOG(YHU\RQHGHVFHQGHGIURP$GDPDQG(YHLVDIIHFWHG
$VVFULSWXUHVD\V
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.
-RKQ
If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.
-RKQ
…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God…
5RPDQV
*HQHUDOO\VSHDNLQJ³VLQ´PD\EHGHILQHGDVDQ\WKRXJKWRU
DFWLRQ WKDW YLRODWHV *RG¶V PRUDO ODZ  *RG LV WKH XOWLPDWH
MXGJHRIZKDWLVULJKWRUZURQJWKLVVKRXOGEHVHOIHYLGHQW 
7KHPDLQFRQVHTXHQFHRIVLQLVGHDWK
For the wages of sin is death…

5RPDQV

…death spread to all men because all sinned… 5RP
, XQGHUVWDQG WKDW WKH ³GHDWK´ UHIHUUHG WR KHUH KDV ERWK D
SK\VLFDO DQG D VSLULWXDO FRPSRQHQW  :H SK\VLFDOO\ GLH D
QDWXUDOGHDWKEHFDXVHRIVLQDQG ZHDUHDOOVSLULWXDOO\GHDG
SULRU WR UHFHLYLQJ QHZ OLIH WKURXJK &KULVW  7KLV VSLULWXDO
GHDWKLVUHIHUUHGWRHOVHZKHUHLQVFULSWXUHVXFKDV
Foundations for Eternal Life
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As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and
sins…
(SKHVLDQV1,9
And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh…
&RORVVLDQV
0RUHRYHU EHFDXVH *RG LV FRPSOHWHO\ ULJKWHRXV DQG KRO\
RXUVLQVHSDUDWHVXVIURP*RG
…but your iniquities have made a separation between
you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face
from you so that he does not hear.
,VDLDK
:H PD\ WU\ WR MXVWLI\ RXUVHOYHV E\ UHDVRQLQJ WKDW RXU JRRG
GHHGVVRPHKRZFRPSHQVDWHIRURXUEDGGHHGVEXWWKDWLVQRW
KRZVFULSWXUHYLHZVLW
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at
just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.


-DPHV1,9

7KHSURSKHW,VDLDKVDLGLWZHOO
For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins
testify against us. Our offenses are ever with us, and we
acknowledge our iniquities: rebellion and treachery
against the LORD, turning our backs on our God,
fomenting oppression and revolt, uttering lies our hearts
,VDLDK1,9
have conceived.
:KDWDERXW\RX"'R\RXFODLPWKDW\RXKDYHQRWVLQQHG"
,QZKDWZD\VKDYH\RXUHEHOOHGDJDLQVW*RG"
:KDWDUHWKHFRQVHTXHQFHVRI\RXUVLQV"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
*HQHVLV7KHIDOORIPDQWKHILUVWVLQ
/XNH7KH3KDULVHHDQGWKHWD[FROOHFWRU
5RPDQV7KHUHLVQRRQHULJKWHRXV
3VDOP.LQJ'DYLG¶VFRQIHVVLRQRIVLQ
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&KDSWHU

&KULVW'LHGIRU2XU6LQV
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures… &RULQWK
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died
for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.
5RPDQV
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God…
3HWHU
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
,Q WKH 2OG 7HVWDPHQW XQGHU WKH /DZ RI 0RVHV D UHOLJLRXV
V\VWHP EDVHG RQ UXOHV DQG UHJXODWLRQV ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG E\
*RG  7KH /DZ RI 0RVHV ZDV QRW *RG¶V XOWLPDWH SODQ IRU
VDOYDWLRQ EXW ZDV D WHPSRUDU\ V\VWHP LQWHQGHG WR H[SRVH
DQGSXQLVKVLQDQGWRSURPRWHWUXHIDLWKE\GRLQJVR,WDOVR
SURYLGHG D OHJDO V\VWHP IRU WKH SHRSOH RI ,VUDHO IXOILOOLQJ D
VLPLODU SXUSRVH DV WKH YDULRXV OHJDO V\VWHPV LQ FRXQWULHV
WKURXJKRXWWKHZRUOGWRGD\$SULPDU\SXUSRVHRIWKH/DZ
RI0RVHVZDVWROHDGWKHSHRSOHWRWUXHIDLWK
So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we
might be justified by faith.
*DODWLDQV1,9
$V SDUW RI WKH /DZ RI 0RVHV D V\VWHP RI DQLPDO VDFULILFHV
ZDVVHWXSZKLFKVKRZHGWKHQHHGIRUEORRGVDFULILFHWRGHDO
ZLWK SHRSOH¶V VLQV  +RZHYHU WKH ZULWHU RI +HEUHZV PDNHV
FOHDU WKDW WKRVH VDFULILFHV ZHUH UHDOO\ MXVW VKDGRZV RI WKH
XOWLPDWHUHDOLW\RI&KULVW¶VVDFULILFHIRURXUVLQV
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to
come instead of the true form of these realities, it can
never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered
every year, make perfect those who draw near. Otherwise,
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would they not have ceased to be offered, since the
worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer
have any consciousness of sins? But in these sacrifices
there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is impossible
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body
have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin
offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said,
‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written
of me in the scroll of the book.’” When he said above,
“You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these
are offered according to the law), then he added, “Behold, I
have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in
order to establish the second. And by that will we have
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.
And every priest stands daily at his service, offering
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,
waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a
footstool for his feet. For by a single offering he has
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
+HEUHZV

:KDW DERXW \RX"  :LOO \RX DFFHSW -HVXV¶ VDFULILFH IRU \RXU
VLQV"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
5RPDQV&KULVWGLHGIRUWKHXQJRGO\
,VDLDK$Q2OG7HVWDPHQWSURSKHF\DERXW-HVXV
0DWWKHZ7KHWULDODQGFUXFLIL[LRQRI-HVXV
$OVR0DUN/XNH-RKQ 

%RRN 5HIHUHQFH  ³7KH 3RZHU RI WKH %ORRG RI -HVXV´ E\
$QGUHZ0XUUD\DYDLODEOHIUHHRQWKHLQWHUQHW
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&KDSWHU

+H+DV5LVHQ
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not
here, for he has risen, as he said.”
0DWWKHZ
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures… &RULQWK
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and
you are still in your sins.
&RULQWKLDQV
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
7KH UHVXUUHFWLRQ RI -HVXV LV FHQWUDO WR WKH 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW
DQG LW LV FHQWUDO WR RXU IDLWK  ,I -HVXV KDV QRW EHHQ UDLVHG
IURPWKHGHDGWKHQWKHUHLVQRUHDVRQWRIROORZ-HVXVWKHUH
LVQRUHDVRQWRFRQVLGHUKLPWREHHYHQDJUHDWWHDFKHU7KH
ZKROH1HZ7HVWDPHQWZRXOGEHRQHELJOLHLI-HVXVKDGQRW
SK\VLFDOO\ULVHQIURPWKHGHDG$OORIKLVRULJLQDOIROORZHUV
ZRXOG EH IRXQG WR EH IDOVH ZLWQHVVHV ZKR IRROLVKO\ JDYH
WKHLUOLYHVIRUVRPHWKLQJWKH\NQHZZDVDOLH
-HVXV KLPVHOI UHSHDWHGO\ WDXJKW WKDW KH ZRXOG GLH DQG EH
UDLVHGIURPWKHGHDG)RUH[DPSOH
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
on the third day be raised.
0DWWKHZ
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and on the third day be raised.”
/XNH
7KURXJKRXW WKH ERRN RI $FWV -HVXV¶ IROORZHUV PDGH KLV
UHVXUUHFWLRQFHQWUDOWRWKHLUPHVVDJH)RUH[DPSOH
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“This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are
witnesses.”
$FWV
“And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on
$FWV
the third day and made him to appear…”
And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and
saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the
Christ.”
$FWV
'LIILFXOW\ LQ EHOLHYLQJ LQ WKH UHVXUUHFWLRQ RI -HVXV RIWHQ
DULVHVIURPRQHRIWZRURRWV
 4XHVWLRQLQJWKHH[LVWHQFHDQGRUSRZHURI*RG
 4XHVWLRQLQJZKHWKHU-HVXVDFWXDOO\GLHG
,IWKHILUVWDSSOLHVWR\RX,UHFRPPHQGWKDW\RXJREDFNWR
FKDSWHUDQGUHFRQVLGHUWKHUHDOLW\RI*RGDQGVHHFKDSWHU
DERXW*RG¶VSRZHU,IWKHVHFRQGDSSOLHVJREDFNWRFKDSWHU
DQGUHFRQVLGHUWKHQHFHVVLW\DQGUHDOLW\RI-HVXV¶GHDWK
&KULVWLVULVHQ&DQ\RXUHVSRQG³+HLVULVHQLQGHHG´"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
/XNH7KHUHVXUUHFWLRQRI-HVXV
$OVR0DWWKHZ0DUN-RKQ 

$FWV3DUWRI3HWHU¶VILUVWVHUPRQ
&RULQWKLDQV7KHLPSRUWDQFHRIWKHUHVXUUHFWLRQ
5RPDQV,PSOLFDWLRQVRIWKHUHVXUUHFWLRQ
%RRN 5HIHUHQFH  ³7KH &DVH IRU &KULVW´ E\ /HH 6WUREHO
(VSHFLDOO\3DUW³5HVHDUFKLQJWKH5HVXUUHFWLRQ´ 
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&KDSWHU

)RU*RGVR/RYHGWKH:RUOG
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.”
-RKQ
“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!”
&KURQLFOHV3VDOP

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

:K\GLG*RGVHQGKLV6RQLQWRWKHZRUOGWRGLHRQDFURVV
IRURXUVLQV"%HFDXVH“God so loved the world…”
'LG*RGVHQG-HVXVWRGLHMXVWIRUSHRSOHWKDWZHUHDOUHDG\
EDVLFDOO\JRRG"1R-HVXVGLHGWRVDYHVLQQHUV
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even
to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.
5RPDQV
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
you have been saved…
(SKHVLDQV
%XWGRHVQ¶W*RGGHOLJKWLQVHQGLQJVLQQHUVWRKHOO"1R
“Have I any pleasure in the death of the wicked,
declares the Lord GOD, and not rather that he should
turn from his way and live?”
(]HNLHO
:KDWLV*RG¶VORYHOLNH"*RG¶VORYHLVOLNHWKHORYHDJRRG
IDWKHUKDVIRUKLVFKLOGUHQ
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that
we should be called children of God! And that is what
-RKQ1,9
we are!
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As a father shows compassion to his children, so the
LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.
3VDOP

*RGDOVROLNHQVKLVORYHIRUKLVSHRSOHDVEHLQJVWURQJHUWKDQ
DPRWKHU¶VORYHIRUKHUFKLOG
But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me; my Lord
has forgotten me.”
“Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she
should have no compassion on the son of her womb?
Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you.”
,VDLDK

*RG DOVR OLNHQV KLPVHOI WR D EULGHJURRP ZLWK KLV SHRSOH
EHLQJKLVEULGH
“Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus
says the LORD, ‘I remember the devotion of your youth,
your love as a bride, how you followed me in the
wilderness, in a land not sown.’”
-HUHPLDK
…as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall
your God rejoice over you.
,VDLDK
6FULSWXUHJRHVVRIDUDVWRVD\*RGisORYH
So we have come to know and to believe the love that
God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him.
-RKQ

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
([RGXV$ERXQGLQJLQVWHDGIDVWORYH
3VDOP$ERXQGLQJLQORYH
3VDOP+LVVWHDGIDVWORYHHQGXUHVIRUHYHU
/XNH7KHORYLQJIDWKHUDQGSURGLJDOVRQ
3HWHU1RWZDQWLQJDQ\WRSHULVK
%RRN 5HIHUHQFH  ³7KH :D\ WR *RG´ E\ '/ 0RRG\
$YDLODEOHIUHHRQWKHLQWHUQHW
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&KDSWHU

7KH/25' ,V*RRG
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.
3VDOP

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
&KURQLFOHV3VDOP

You are good and do good; teach me your statutes.
3VDOP

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
:KHQWKHVHUSHQWWHPSWHG(YHLQ*HQHVLVKHFDXVHG(YH
WRTXHVWLRQ*RG¶VFKDUDFWHU+HVXJJHVWHGWKDW*RGKDGOLHG
WRKHUDQGGLGQ¶WUHDOO\ZDQWWKHEHVWIRUKHU *HQHVLV  
7KH VDPH LVVXH IDFHV DOO RI XV WRGD\  ,V *RG WUXO\ JRRG"
&DQZHWUXVWKLPFRPSOHWHO\LQHYHU\DUHDRIOLIH"
(YH FRQFOXGHG WKDW WKH VHUSHQW ZDV ULJKW WKDW *RG GLG QRW
KDYHKHUEHVWLQWHUHVWVLQPLQGWKDW*RG¶VLQVWUXFWLRQVZHUH
QRWJRRG6RVKHFKRVHWRGLVREH\*RG:KDWDERXW\RX"
+DYH\RXERXJKWLQWRWKHVHUSHQW¶VOLH"'R\RXEHOLHYHWKDW
DWVRPHOHYHOLQVRPHZD\*RGLVQRWJRRG"
,Q VSHDNLQJ RI *RG EHLQJ ³JRRG´ , DP LQWHQGLQJ WKH ZRUG
³JRRG´ LQ LWV EURDGHVW VHQVH LQFOXGLQJ HYHU\ SRVLWLYH
DWWULEXWH WKDW FRXOG EH XVHG WR GHVFULEH *RG  &RQVLGHU WKH
IROORZLQJYHUVHV
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.
3VDOP
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.”
-RKQ
The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he
has made.
3VDOP
Foundations for Eternal Life
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…not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance.
3HWHU
The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his
works.
3VDOP
Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is
merciful.
3VDOP
…the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

-DPHVE

…we have our hope set on the living God, who is the
Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.
7LPRWK\

*RGLVJRRGDOOWKHWLPHLQHYHU\ZD\

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
+DYH\RXHYHUFKRVHQ WR GLVREH\ *RG EHFDXVH \RX WKRXJKW
KLVZD\VZHUHQRWJRRG"+RZGLGWKDWZRUNRXWIRU\RX"
([RGXV0HUFLIXODQGJUDFLRXVVORZWRDQJHU
3VDOP7DVWHDQGVHHWKDWWKH/25'LVJRRG
3VDOP7KHJRRGQHVVRI*RG
0DWWKHZ+HVHQGVUDLQRQWKHMXVWDQGXQMXVW
(SKHVLDQV(YHU\VSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJIURP*RG
7LPRWK\*RGGHVLUHVDOOSHRSOHWREHVDYHG
5HYHODWLRQDQG$QHZKHDYHQDQGDQHZHDUWKQR
PRUHGHDWKRUPRXUQLQJRUFU\LQJRUSDLQ

1RWH ,Q PDQ\ %LEOH WUDQVODWLRQV WKH WLWOH ³WKH /25'´
UHSUHVHQWV *RG¶V SHUVRQDO QDPH ³/25'´ ZLWK DOO
FDSLWDO OHWWHUV LQ WKH 2OG 7HVWDPHQW   7KHUH LV VRPH
XQFHUWDLQW\ DERXW WKH SURSHU SURQXQFLDWLRQ RI *RG¶V
QDPH SDUWO\ GXH WR D WUDGLWLRQ WKDW *RG¶V QDPH VKRXOG
QRW EH VSRNHQ  $V D UHVXOW RI WKLV XQFHUWDLQW\ DQG
WUDGLWLRQPDQ\WUDQVODWLRQVWUDQVODWH*RG¶VQDPHDV³WKH
/25'´  6RPH (QJOLVK WUDQVODWLRQV WUDQVODWH *RG¶V
QDPHPRUHOLWHUDOO\DV³<DKZHK´RU³-HKRYDK´
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&KDSWHU

7KH/25',V5LJKWHRXVDQG-XVW
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your
throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.
3VDOP

But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice,
and the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness.
,VDLDK

It is unthinkable that God would do wrong,
that the Almighty would pervert justice.
-RE1,9

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
*RGLVULJKWHRXVDQGMXVW*RGKDVQHYHUGRQHZURQJ*RG
KDVQHYHUZURQJO\MXGJHGDQ\RQH
,Q(]HNLHO¶VWLPHKRZHYHUVRPHRIWKHSHRSOHDFFXVHG*RG
RIQRWEHLQJMXVW
“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’
Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just?
Is it not your ways that are not just?”
(]HNLHO
7KH VDPH KDSSHQV WRGD\  3HRSOH DFFXVH *RG RI QRW EHLQJ
MXVW EXW WKH UHDOLW\ LV WKDW *RG¶V DFFXVHUV DUH QRW MXVW
3HRSOH WU\ WR MXVWLI\ WKHLU VLQ E\ DFFXVLQJ *RG RI KDYLQJ
ZURQJ VWDQGDUGV  7KH UHDOLW\ LV WKDW WKH\ UHMHFW WUXH
ULJKWHRXVQHVVDQGMXVWLFH
*RG ZDV ULJKWHRXV DQG MXVW ZKHQ KH GHVWUR\HG WKH ZRUOG
ZLWKDIORRG *HQHVLVWR *RGZDVULJKWHRXVDQGMXVWZKHQ
KH UDLQHG VXOIXU DQG ILUH RQ 6RGRP DQG *RPRUUDK *HQHVLV
   *RG ZDV ULJKWHRXV DQG MXVW ZKHQ KH FRPPDQGHG WKDW
WKH &DQDDQLWHV EH GHVWUR\HG EHFDXVH RI WKHLU VLQV /HYLWLFXV
 'HXWHURQRP\      *RG ZDV
ULJKWHRXV DQG MXVW ZKHQ KH EURXJKW WKH %DE\ORQLDQ DUP\
DJDLQVW KLV RZQ FKRVHQ SHRSOH &KURQLFOHV    *RG LV
ULJKWHRXVDQGMXVWZKHQHYHUKHMXGJHVSHRSOHIRUWKHLUVLQV
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*RGZRXOGEHULJKWHRXVDQGMXVWWRFRQGHPQHDFKRIXVIRU
RXUVLQVfor all have sinned 5RPDQV DQGthe wages of
sin is death 5RPDQV 
+RZHYHU *RG KDV QR SOHDVXUH LQ WKH GHDWK RI WKH ZLFNHG
(]HNLHO *RGLVQRWRQO\ULJKWHRXVDQGMXVWKHLVDOVR
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love ([RGXV 5LJKWHRXVQHVVDQGMXVWLFHDQG
ORYHDUHDOOLPSRUWDQWFKDUDFWHULVWLFVRI*RG
The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is
full of his unfailing love.
3VDOP1,9
“…but let him who boasts boast in this, that he
understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the
earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.”
-HUHPLDK

,W LV EHFDXVH RI *RG¶V ULJKWHRXVQHVV MXVWLFH DQG ORYH WKDW
-HVXV ZHQW WR WKH FURVV WR UHGHHP XV IURP RXU VLQV VR WKDW
ZHZRXOGQRWEHFRQGHPQHG-HVXV¶VDFULILFHRQWKHFURVVLV
*RG¶V SHUIHFW SURYLVLRQ IRU RXU VLQ VDWLVI\LQJ *RG¶V
ULJKWHRXVMXGJPHQWDJDLQVWXVWKURXJK*RG¶VORYH
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
5RPDQV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ*RG¶VULJKWHRXVVWDQGDUGV
5RPDQV5HFRQFLOHGWR*RGWKURXJK-HVXV
3VDOP*RGZLOOMXGJHZLWKULJKWHRXVQHVV
0DWWKHZ7KHVKHHSDQGWKHJRDWV
3HWHU*RG¶VMXGJPHQWRQWKHXQJRGO\
5HYHODWLRQ)LQDOMXGJPHQW
,VDLDK-XVWLFHDQGULJKWHRXVQHVVIRUHYHU
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&KDSWHU

7KH/25',V*UHDW
For I know that the LORD is great,
and that our Lord is above all gods.
3VDOP

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.
3VDOP

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
:HKDYHVHHQWKDW*RGLVJRRGDQGZHKDYHVHHQWKDW*RGLV
ULJKWHRXV DQG MXVW  %XW LV *RG great"  +LV JRRGQHVV DQG
ULJKWHRXVQHVVQHHGWREHEDFNHGXSE\SRZHUWREHRIYDOXH
WRXV*RGPXVWEH*5($7LIZHDUHWRWUXO\WUXVWLQ+LP
,V*RGUHDOO\DEOHWRSURWHFWXV",V*RGUHDOO\DEOHWRPHHW
DOORIRXUQHHGV",V*RGUHDOO\DEOHWRVDYHXVLQWKHHQG",V
*RGWUXO\JUHDW"
&RQVLGHU*RG¶VPLOLWDU\SRZHU
And that night the angel of the LORD went out and
struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And
when people arose early in the morning, behold, these
.LQJV
were all dead bodies.
“Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he
will at once send me more than twelve legions of
0DWWKHZ
angels?”
&RQVLGHU*RG¶VSRZHURYHUFUHDWLRQ,Q+LVUHVSRQVHWR-RE
*RGFRQWUDVWVKLVRZQDELOLWLHVZLWK-RE¶VDELOLWLHV
“Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose the
cords of Orion? Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth in
their season, or can you guide the Bear with its
children? Do you know the ordinances of the heavens?
Can you establish their rule on the earth? Can you lift
up your voice to the clouds, that a flood of waters may
cover you? Can you send forth lightnings, that they may
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go and say to you, ‘Here we are’? Who has put wisdom
in the inward parts or given understanding to the
mind?”
-RE
&RQVLGHU*RG¶VZHDOWK
“Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.”
-REE

&RQVLGHU*RG¶VNQRZOHGJH
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of
+HEUHZV1,9
him to whom we must give account.
&RQVLGHU*RG¶VFUHDWLYHDELOLW\
“Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who have made the heavens
and the earth by your great power and by your
outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.”
-HUHPLDK

&RQVLGHU*RG¶VDXWKRULW\
For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great
king over all the earth.
3VDOP
&RQVLGHU DQ\ RWKHU DWWULEXWH E\ ZKLFK JUHDWQHVV FDQ EH
MXGJHGDQG,WKLQN\RXZLOODJUHH
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.
3VDOP

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
*HQHVLV*RGVSHDNVWKHKHDYHQVDQG(DUWKLQWRH[LVWHQFH
0DWWKHZ-HVXVFDOPVWKHVWRUP
$FWV3HWHUGHOLYHUHGIURPSULVRQ-DPHVPDUW\UHG
-RE 0RUHRI*RG¶VUHVSRQVHWR-RE
-HUHPLDK1RWKLQJWRRKDUG
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&KDSWHU

7KH/25',V0\6KHSKHUG
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
3VDOP

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
*RG FDUHV IRU KLV SHRSOH IRU WKRVH ZKR WUXO\ IROORZ KLP
6FULSWXUH LV IXOO RI H[DPSOHV RI KRZ *RG SURYLGHV IRU KLV
SHRSOH&RQVLGHUDIHZYHUVHV
Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear
him have no lack! The young lions suffer want and
hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good
thing.
3VDOP
I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen
the righteous forsaken or his children begging for
3VDOP
bread.
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD
bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he
withhold from those who walk uprightly.
3VDOP
“For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his
ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is
against those who do evil.”
3HWHU
'LG \RX QRWLFH KRZ DOO WKRVH VWDWHPHQWV ZHUH FRQGLWLRQDO"
Foundations for Eternal Life

27

7KH\DSSO\WRWKRVHZKR“fear him,” “who seek the LORD,”
ZKRDUH“righteous,” “who walk uprightly.” ,DPQRWDZDUH
RI DQ\ VFULSWXUHV WKDW LQGLFDWH WKDW *RG ZLOO SURYLGH IRU DOO
WKHQHHGVRIWKRVHZKRGRQ¶WWUXO\IROORZKLP
6RPH PLJKW ULJKWO\ LQTXLUH  :KDW LV LQFOXGHG LQ“no good
thing does he withhold”"  ,W LV KXPDQ QDWXUH WR WKLQN ILUVW
WKDW WKLV DSSOLHV WR ZRUOGO\ ZHDOWK  +RZHYHU FRQVLGHU WKH
IROORZLQJYHUVHV
Better is the little that the righteous has than the
abundance of many wicked. For the arms of the wicked
shall be broken, but the LORD upholds the righteous.
3VDOP

Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great
treasure and trouble with it.
3URYHUEV
Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues
with injustice.
3URYHUEV
How much better to get wisdom than gold! To get
understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.
3URYHUEV

Better is a dry morsel with quiet than a house full of
feasting with strife.
3URYHUEV
“Give us this day our daily bread.”

0DWWKHZ

)URP*RG¶VSHUVSHFWLYHLWVHHPVWKDW³good things´WHQGWR
KDYHVSLULWXDOYDOXHPRUHWKDQPDWHULDOYDOXH*RGDSSHDUV
WR EH ILUVW FRQFHUQHG ZLWK RXU VSLULWXDO ZHOOEHLQJ UDWKHU
WKDQRXUSK\VLFDOFRPIRUWRUZRUOGO\VXFFHVV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
'R\RXYDOXHPDWHULDOZHDOWKPRUHWKDQVSLULWXDOZHDOWK"
0DWWKHZ'RQ¶WZRUU\VHHNILUVWKLVNLQJGRP
(SKHVLDQV(YHU\VSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJLQ&KULVW
7LPRWK\*RGOLQHVVZLWKFRQWHQWPHQW
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&KDSWHU

-HVXV
On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written,
King of kings and Lord of lords.
5HYHODWLRQ

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
7KLVERRNLVZULWWHQSULPDULO\IRUIROORZHUVRI-HVXV-HVXV
LVFHQWUDOWRRXUIDLWK,QFKDSWHUZHORRNHGDWVRPHRIWKH
PRUHLPSRUWDQW VFULSWXUHV DERXW ZKR -HVXV LV VKRZLQJ WKDW
KHLVthe Christ the Son of God DQG Lord of all  +H ZDV
“in the form of God”EHIRUHKLVOLIHRQHDUWKDQG“by him
all things were created”
,W LV LPSRUWDQW WKDW ZH KDYH D FOHDU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI -HVXV
VRWKDWZHZLOOQRWEHGHFHLYHG-HVXVKLPVHOIZDUQHGXV
“See that no one leads you astray. For many will come
in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead
many astray.”
0DWWKHZ
/HW¶VORRNDWVRPHPRUHNH\SRLQWVDERXW-HVXV0XFKRIWKH
IROORZLQJOLVWLVDGDSWHGIURPVRPHRIWKH³FUHHGV´RIHDUO\
EHOLHYHUV
x -HVXVLVWKH&KULVWWKH6RQRI*RG/RUGRIDOO
FKDSWHU  0DWWKHZ  0DUN   /XNH  -RKQ
  -RKQ  $FWV  5RPDQV 
&RULQWKLDQV5HYHODWLRQ 

x $OOWKLQJVZHUHPDGHWKURXJKKLP
-RKQ&RULQWK&RORVVLDQV+HEUHZV 

x +HZDVFRQFHLYHGE\WKH+RO\6SLULW
0DWWKHZ/XNH3KLOLSSLDQV 

x +HZDVERUQRIWKHYLUJLQ0DU\
,VDLDK0DWWKHZ/XNH 

x +HSHUIRUPHGPDQ\PLUDFOHV

WKURXJKRXW0DWWKHZ0DUN/XNHDQG-RKQ 

x +HVXIIHUHGXQGHU3RQWLXV3LODWH

0DWWKHZ0DUN/XNH-RKQ 
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x +HZDVFUXFLILHGKHGLHGDQGZDVEXULHG
FKDSWHU0DWWKHZ0DUN/XNH-RKQ
&RULQWKLDQV 

x +HURVHIURPWKHGHDGRQWKHWKLUGGD\
FKDSWHU  0DWWKHZ  0DUN  /XNH  -RKQ
&RULQWKLDQV 

x +HDVFHQGHGLQWRKHDYHQ
0DUN/XNH$FWV 

x +HLVH[DOWHGDWWKHULJKWKDQGRI*RG
0DUN  /XNH  $FWV    5RPDQV 
&RORVVLDQV+HEUHZV 

x +HZLOOFRPHDJDLQZLWKJORU\
0DWWKHZ0DUN/XNH
$FWV7KHV5HY 

x +HZLOOMXGJHWKHOLYLQJDQGWKHGHDG
FKDSWHU  0DWWKHZ  -RKQ  $FWV 
5RPDQV7LPRWK\5HYHODWLRQ 

x +LVNLQJGRPZLOOKDYHQRHQG
,VDLDK'DQLHO/XNH+HEUHZV5HYHODWLRQ
 

:H VKRXOG HVSHFLDOO\ QRWH WKDW ZKHQ -HVXV FRPHV DJDLQ LW
ZLOOEHREYLRXVWRDOO$V-HVXVKLPVHOIFODULILHG
“So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do
not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’
do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from the
east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man.”
0DWWKHZ

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
/RRN XS VRPH RI WKH UHIHUHQFHGYHUVHVWREHWWHUXQGHUVWDQG
HDFK SRLQW DQG WR YHULI\ ZKHWKHU RU QRW VFULSWXUH DFWXDOO\
VXSSRUWVHDFKRIWKHDERYHSRLQWV
5HDG RQH RU PRUH DFFRXQWV RI -HVXV¶ OLIH LQ WKH %LEOH
0DWWKHZ0DUN/XNHRU-RKQ 
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&KDSWHU

<RXU$GYHUVDU\WKH'HYLO
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the
same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your
brotherhood throughout the world.
3HWHU
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
(SKHVLDQV
heavenly places.
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
6FULSWXUH FOHDUO\ SRUWUD\V WKDW D VSLULWXDO UHDOP H[LVWV ZLWK
ERWKJRRGDQGEDGVSLULWXDOEHLQJVLQLW7KHGHYLORU6DWDQ
LVSRUWUD\HGDVWKHOHDGHURIWKHEDG/HW¶VFRQVLGHUIXUWKHU
ZKDWVFULSWXUHVD\VDERXWWKHGHYLO
7KH GHYLO LV DSSDUHQWO\ D IDOOHQ ³FKHUXE´ D W\SH RI DQJHO 
ZKLFK *RG KDG FUHDWHG  7KLV LV XQGHUVWRRG IURP (]HNLHO
 ZKHUH *RG VSHDNV RI WKH “King of Tyre” DV RQH
ZKR IRUPHUO\ ZDV “on the holy mountain of God” DQG LQ
“Eden, the garden of God.” )XUWKHU*RGVD\V
“Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you
corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. I
cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to
feast their eyes on you.”
(]HNLHO
7KH GHYLO KDWHV *RG DQG KH KDWHV *RG¶V SHRSOH  6LQFH KH
FDQ¶W KXUW *RG GLUHFWO\ VLQFH *RG LV JUHDW DQG WKH GHYLOLV
QRW  KH VHHNV WR GHVWUR\ *RG¶V SHRSOH LQVWHDG  7KLV LV
XQGHUVWRRGIURPYHUVHVVXFKDV
Then the dragon became furious with the woman and
went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on
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those who keep the commandments of God and hold to
the testimony of Jesus.
5HYHODWLRQ
6DWDQ¶VDELOLW\WRKDUP *RG¶V SHRSOH LV DW OHDVW VRPHWLPHV
OLPLWHGE\*RGKLPVHOIDVLOOXVWUDWHGLQWKHERRNRI-RE
Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job
fear God for no reason? Have you not put a hedge
around him and his house and all that he has, on every
side?”
-RE
(SKHVLDQV  DSSHDUV WR SXW DW OHDVW VRPH RI WKH
UHVSRQVLELOLW\IRURYHUFRPLQJWKHGHYLORQ*RG¶VSHRSOH
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
(SKHVLDQV
stand against the schemes of the devil.
*RGSURYLGHVWKHVSLULWXDODUPRUEXWLWLVXSWRXVWRSXWLWRQ
DQGVWDQGILUPLQLW7KHLPDJHJLYHQLVWKDWRIVWDQGLQJILUP
DQG GHIHQGLQJ DJDLQVW DQ DWWDFN UDWKHU WKDQ DWWDFNLQJ
&KDSWHU“Stand Firm”GLVFXVVHV(SKHVLDQVLQPRUHGHWDLO 
7KH GHYLO ZLOO “flee from you” LI \RX VDWLVI\ WKH GXDO
FRQGLWLRQVRI-DPHV
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you.
-DPHV
:LWKRXW VXEPLVVLRQ WR *RG LW LV XQOLNHO\ WKDW MXVW UHVLVWLQJ
WKHGHYLOZLOOFDXVHKLPWRIOHH
7KHQDWXUHRIWKHGHYLOLVSULPDULO\WKDWRIDPXUGHUHUDQGD
OLDUDVLQGLFDWHGE\-HVXV
“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do
your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of
his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
-RKQ

0DQ\VFULSWXUHVDOVRUHIHUWRHYLOVSLULWVRU³GHPRQV´(YLO
VSLULWV DUH XQGHUVWRRG E\ PDQ\ WR DOVR EH IDOOHQ DQJHOV EXW
KDYLQJ OHVV SRZHU WKDQ 6DWDQ  6FULSWXUH LV FOHDU RQ WKH
32
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H[LVWHQFH RI GHPRQV EXW LV QRW VR FOHDU UHJDUGLQJ WKHLU
RULJLQ WKHLU QDWXUH DQG KRZ WKH\ DUH DEOH WR LQIOXHQFH
SHRSOH  5HYHODWLRQ  LV RIWHQ UHIHUHQFHG WR VXSSRUW WKH
EHOLHI WKDW D WKLUG RI WKH DQJHOV UHEHOOHG DJDLQVW *RG ZLWK
6DWDQDQGEHFDPHGHPRQVRQHDUWK 
7KURXJKRXW WKH JRVSHOV GHPRQV DUH REVHUYHG WR OLYH LQ
SHRSOH DQG FDXVH YDULRXV SUREOHPV WR SHRSOH VR DIIOLFWHG
-HVXVDQGKLVGLVFLSOHVKDGDXWKRULW\RYHUGHPRQVDQGGURYH
WKHP RXW RI SHRSOH VHH VFULSWXUH UHIHUHQFHV XQGHU ³)RU
)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ´ 
,Q SDUWV RI WKH ZRUOG WKDW KDYH PDQ\ IROORZHUV RI -HVXV
H[SHULHQFH VXJJHVWV WKDW GHPRQV KDYH EHFRPH YHU\
VHFUHWLYH VR DV WR DYRLG GLUHFW FRQIURQWDWLRQ ZLWK IROORZHUV
RI-HVXVZKRKDYHDXWKRULW\RYHUWKHP,QRWKHUSDUWVRIWKH
ZRUOGZLWKIHZIROORZHUVRI-HVXVWKHLUDFWLYLWLHVDSSHDUWR
EHJHQHUDOO\PRUHRSHQ
,QDOOFDVHVGHFHSWLRQDQGOLHVDSSHDUWREHWKHSULPDU\ZD\V
GHPRQVLQIOXHQFHSHRSOHWKHVDPH DVWKHGHYLOKLPVHOI,Q
GHDOLQJZLWKGHPRQVIROORZHUVRI-HVXVVKRXOGEHFDUHIXOWR
QRWEHOLHYHWKHYDULRXVOLHVWKDWGHPRQVSURPRWHDVWKH\DUH
PDVWHU GHFHLYHUV DQG GHFHSWLRQ LV WKH PDLQ VRXUFH RI WKHLU
SRZHU RYHU SHRSOH  6LPSOH SURPRWLRQ RI WUXWK LV JHQHUDOO\
DQHIIHFWLYHZHDSRQDJDLQVWWKHP([SRVHWKHLUOLHVWUXVWLQ
-HVXVVXEPLWWR*RGDQGUHVLVWWKHP -DPHV 
7KRVH ZKR DUH DSSDUHQWO\ WURXEOHG E\ GHPRQV VKRXOG JLYH
SDUWLFXODU DWWHQWLRQ WR WKH LVVXH RI IRUJLYHQHVV DV IDLOXUH WR
IRUJLYHWKHVLQVRIRWKHUVDSSHDUVWRJLYHGHPRQVDFFHVVDV
LPSOLHGE\0DWWKHZ VHHDOVRFKDSWHU“Forgive
…”   /LNHZLVH XQUHVROYHG DQJHU PD\ JLYH WKH GHYLO
DGYDQWDJHDVVXJJHVWHGE\(SKHVLDQV
,IDGHPRQ LVGULYHQRXWZLWKRXWSURSHUDSSOLFDWLRQRIWUXWK
WRDSHUVRQ¶VOLIHWKHHQGUHVXOWPD\EHZRUVHLQDFFRUGDQFH
ZLWK0DWWKHZDQG/XNH
)ROORZHUV RI -HVXV WHQG WR PDNH RQH RI WZR PLVWDNHV
UHJDUGLQJWKHGHYLODQGGHPRQV
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 ,JQRUHWKHPRUGHQ\WKHLUH[LVWHQFH
 $WWULEXWHWRRPXFKSRZHUDQGLPSRUWDQFHWRWKHP
:KLOH IROORZHUV RI -HVXV VKRXOG EH FDXWLRXV UHJDUGLQJ WKH
GHYLO DQG GHPRQV WKHUH LV QR UHDVRQ WR IHDU WKHP IRU ZH
KDYHYLFWRU\RYHUWKHPWKURXJK-HVXV$VVFULSWXUHVD\V
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
5RPDQV1,9

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
*HQHVLV7KHWHPSWDWLRQLQWKHJDUGHQRI(GHQ7KH
³VHUSHQW´LVZLGHO\XQGHUVWRRGWREHWKHGHYLO
0DWWKHZ7KHGHYLOWHPSWV-HVXV-HVXVXVHVVFULS
WXUHWRUHVLVWWKHWHPSWDWLRQ 6HHDOVR/XNH 
(SKHVLDQV3XWRQWKHZKROHDUPRURI*RG
,VDLDK   $ SURSKHF\ DERXW WKH ³NLQJ RI %DE\ORQ´
XQGHUVWRRGE\PDQ\WREHUHIHUULQJWRWKHGHYLO
(]HNLHO   6RPH KLVWRU\ DERXW WKH ³NLQJ RI 7\UH´
XQGHUVWRRGE\PDQ\WREHUHIHUULQJWRWKHGHYLO
-REWR6DWDQ¶VSDUWLQ-RE¶VDIIOLFWLRQ
5HYHODWLRQ7KHGHYLO¶VHQG
'HPRQV FDVW RXW  0DWWKHZ    
  0DUN     
   /XNH    
$FWV

%RRN5HIHUHQFH³7KH%RQGDJH%UHDNHU´E\1HLO$QGHUVRQ
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³:DURQWKH6DLQWV´E\-HVVLH3HQQ/HZLV
DQG(YDQ5REHUWV  WKHXQDEULGJHGYHUVLRQLVDYDLODEOH
IUHHRQWKHLQWHUQHW6RPHZKDWFRQWURYHUVLDOWKLVERRNLVD
WKRURXJKORRNDWWKHDFWLYLWLHVRIWKHGHYLODQGHYLOVSLULWV
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&KDSWHU

7KH5HVXUUHFWLRQRIWKH'HDG
“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine
like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn
many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”
'DQLHO

The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the
Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were
speaking to the people. They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.
$FWV1,9
“…having a hope in God, which these men themselves
accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and
the unjust.”
$FWV
What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts
at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and
&RULQWKLDQV
drink, for tomorrow we die.”
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
,VWKHUHOLIHDIWHUGHDWK"7KHDERYHYHUVHVFOHDUO\VKRZWKDW
WKH DQVZHU WR WKLV TXHVWLRQLV<(6 There will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust.
,I WKHUH LV QR OLIH DIWHU GHDWK WKHQ QRWKLQJ UHDOO\ PDWWHUV
PXFK“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” &RU
   8QGHUVWDQGLQJ WKDW WKHUH LV OLIH DIWHU GHDWK JLYHV
VLJQLILFDQFHWRRXUOLYHV2XUGHFLVLRQVDQGDFWLRQVKHUHRQ
HDUWKFDQKDYHHWHUQDOFRQVHTXHQFHVIRUJRRGRUIRUEDG
,WLVVRPHZKDWVXUSULVLQJ WKDW PDQ\ RI WKH UHOLJLRXV OHDGHUV
GXULQJ-HVXV¶WLPHRQ(DUWK WKH6DGGXFHHV GLGQRWEHOLHYH
LQ OLIH DIWHU GHDWK  7KH\ WULHG WR ILQG IDXOW ZLWK -HVXV
UHJDUGLQJWKLVLVVXHUHDVRQLQJWKDWSUREOHPVDVVRFLDWHGZLWK
PDUULDJH UHODWLRQVKLSV SURYHG WKHLU YLHZSRLQW DJDLQVW OLIH
DIWHUGHDWK-HVXVUHSOLHGWRWKHP
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“Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God? For when
they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given
in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as for
the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of
Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke to
him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the
dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.”
0DUN

:HKDYHDGGLWLRQDOLQVWUXFWLRQIURPVW&RULQWKLDQV
But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even
Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in
vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God,
because we testified about God that he raised Christ,
whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not
raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ
has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If
in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all
people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been
raised from the dead…
&RULQWKLDQV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DUN7KH6DGGXFHHVTXHVWLRQ-HVXV
6HHDOVR0DWWKHZDQG/XNH 

-RKQ-HVXVRQWKHUHVXUUHFWLRQRIWKHGHDG
-RKQ³,DPWKHUHVXUUHFWLRQ´
&RULQWKLDQV3DXORQWKHUHVXUUHFWLRQRIWKHGHDG
3KLOLSSLDQV$WWDLQWKHUHVXUUHFWLRQIURPWKHGHDG
5HYHODWLRQ7KHILUVWUHVXUUHFWLRQ
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&KDSWHU

7KH'D\RI-XGJPHQW
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’”
0DWWKHZ

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels.’”
0DWWKHZ
“I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account
for every careless word they speak…”
0DWWKHZ
And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
5HYHODWLRQ
“The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will
be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly,
the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion
will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is
the second death.”
5HYHODWLRQ
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
7KURXJKRXW VFULSWXUH ZH VHH WKH WKHPH RI *RG¶V ULJKWHRXV
MXGJPHQW  6RPHWLPHV KLV MXGJPHQW LV VHHQ FOHDUO\ LQ WKLV
OLIHVXFKDVZLWK1RDKDQGWKHIORRG *HQHVLV 2IWHQKLV
MXGJPHQWLVUHVHUYHGIRUDIWHUWKLVOLIHVXFKDVZLWKWKHULFK
PDQ DQG /D]DUXV /XNH    :H DOO GHVHUYH *RG¶V
ZUDWK VLQFH ZH DOO KDYHVLQQHG SHUFKDSWHU 7KHUHZLOO
EH D GD\ ZKHQ *RG “will render to each one according to
his works” 5RPDQV 
%XW WKHUH LV JUHDW QHZV  *RG KDV VHW XS DQ DPQHVW\
SURJUDP  7KURXJK IDLWK LQ -HVXV DQG WKURXJK KLV GHDWK RQ
WKH FURVV \RXU VLQV FDQ EH IRUJLYHQ VR \RX ZLOO QRW EH
FRQGHPQHGRQWKHGD\RIMXGJPHQW
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only Son of God.”
-RKQ
'RQRWZDLWIRUWKHGD\RIMXGJPHQWWRWU\WRJHWULJKWZLWK
*RG,WZLOOEHWRRODWH
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.
&RULQWKLDQV
,I\RXDUHQ¶WDOUHDG\DIROORZHURI-HVXVRUDUHQ¶WVXUHDERXW
\RXU VDOYDWLRQ WKHQ VHH FKDSWHU “What Must I Do to Be
Saved?”<RXPXVWbelieveLQ-HVXVWRHVFDSHFRQGHPQDWLRQ
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever
does not believe is condemned already, because he has
not believed in the name of the only Son of God -RKQ
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which
we must be saved.”
$FWV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
'DQLHO(YHUODVWLQJOLIHRUHYHUODVWLQJFRQWHPSW
0DWWKHZ7KHVKHHSDQGWKHJRDWV
/XNH7KHULFKPDQDQG/D]DUXV
-RKQ7KHUHVXUUHFWLRQRIOLIHRUMXGJPHQW
5RPDQV7KHGD\RIZUDWK
7LPRWK\*RGZDQWVDOOSHRSOHWREHVDYHG
3HWHU,I*RGGLGQRWVSDUHDQJHOV«
3HWHU7KHGD\RIWKH/RUGZLOOFRPH
-RKQ&RQILGHQFHRQWKHGD\RIMXGJPHQW
5HYHODWLRQ7KHILQDOMXGJPHQW
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&KDSWHU

<RXU5HZDUGLQ+HDYHQ
Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord
Christ.
&RORVVLDQV
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.”
0DWWKHZ1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
'R\RXH[SHFWWRJHWDELJUHZDUGLQWKLVOLIHIRUIROORZLQJ
-HVXV"2UGR\RXH[SHFWWKHUHZDUGWREHLQWKHQH[WOLIH"
'R \RX H[SHFW WKH UHZDUG LQ WKLV OLIH WR EH JUHDWHU WKDQ WKH
FRVWLQWKLVOLIH"
0DQ\ SHRSOH VWRS IROORZLQJ -HVXV DV VRRQ DV WKH FRVW
RXWZHLJKVWKHLPPHGLDWHUHZDUGLQWKLVOLIH$V-HVXVVDLG
“…when tribulation or persecution arises on account of
the word, immediately they fall away.”
0DUN
7KHSHRSOHZKRimmediately fall awayIDLOWRXQGHUVWDQGRU
YDOXH WKH future reward WKDW ZLOO EH JLYHQ WR WKRVH ZKR
IDLWKIXOO\IROORZ-HVXV
&HUWDLQO\ WKHUH DUH EHQHILWV LQ WKLV OLIH IRU IROORZLQJ -HVXV
+RZHYHU WKH HPSKDVLV LQ WKH 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW LV RQ IXWXUH
UHZDUG
If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all
people most to be pitied.
&RULQWKLDQV
3DUW RI OLYLQJ E\ IDLWK LV XQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKDW *RG UHZDUGV
WKRVHZKRIROORZKLPDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKDWWKHUHZDUGLV
SULPDULO\ LQ WKH IXWXUH PRUH WKDQ LQ WKLV SUHVHQW DJH  ,Q
VSHDNLQJRISHRSOHZLWKIDLWKWKHDXWKRURI+HEUHZVZULWHV
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And without faith it is impossible to please him, for
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
+HEUHZV

These all died in faith, not having received the things
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from
afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers
+HEUHZV
and exiles on the earth.
By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to
be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the
fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he
was looking to the reward.
+HEUHZV
:KDWDERXW\RX"$UH\RXORRNLQJDKHDGWRDIXWXUHUHZDUG"
2UDUH\RXORRNLQJSULPDULO\IRUUHZDUGLQWKLVOLIH"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ)XWXUHUHSD\PHQWIURP-HVXV
/XNH*UHDWUHZDUG
&RULQWKLDQV%XLOGLQJIRUDUHZDUG
&RULQWKLDQV$QHWHUQDOKRXVHLQKHDYHQ
(SKHVLDQV5HFHLYLQJEDFNIURPWKH/RUG
7LPRWK\.HHSLQJZRUOGO\ZHDOWKLQSHUVSHFWLYH
3HWHU$QLQKHULWDQFHNHSWLQKHDYHQIRU\RX
3HWHU3UHVHQWVXIIHULQJHWHUQDOJORU\
3VDOP3UHVHQWLQHTXDOLW\IXWXUHJORU\
5HYHODWLRQ7KH/RUGZLOOUHSD\HYHU\RQH
5HYHODWLRQ$QHZKHDYHQDQGDQHZHDUWK
5HYHODWLRQ7KH\ZLOOUHLJQIRUHYHUDQGHYHU
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7KLQJV:H'R
,W LV LPSRUWDQW WKDW ZH PDNH D GLVWLQFWLRQ EHWZHHQ
WKLQJV ZH DUH WR GR RXUVHOYHV ZLWK VWUHQJWK WKDW
*RGSURYLGHV DQGWKLQJVWKDW*RGKLPVHOIGRHVRU
KDVDOUHDG\GRQH,IZHGRQ¶WPDNHVXFKDGLVWLQF
WLRQ WKHQ ZH PD\ VWULYH LQ RXU RZQ VWUHQJWK WR GR
ZKDW*RGKDVDOUHDG\GRQHDQGZHPD\IDLOWRZDON
LQWKHYLFWRU\WKDW*RGKDVDOUHDG\SURYLGHGIRUXV
6R 3DUW  IRFXVHV RQ WKLQJV ZH DUH SULPDULO\
UHVSRQVLEOHIRU7KHQH[WVHFWLRQ3DUWZLOOIRFXV
RQWKLQJV*RGLVSULPDULO\UHVSRQVLEOHIRU
7KHIROORZLQJYHUVHVSURYLGHDJRRGVWDUWLQJSRLQW
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive
-DPHV1,9
yourselves. Do what it says.
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and
does them will be like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it
0DWWKHZ
fell, and great was the fall of it.”
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&KDSWHU

³:KDW0XVW,'RWR%H6DYHG"´
And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and
trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas.
Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do
to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in
his house. And he took them the same hour of the night
and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he
and all his family.
$FWV
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
7KHUHLVSHUKDSVQRTXHVWLRQPRUHLPSRUWDQWWKDQWKLVRQH
“What must I do to be saved?”
0DQ\DUHWRREXV\ZLWKOLIHWRFRQVLGHUWKLVTXHVWLRQ0DQ\
JR EOLQGO\ WKURXJK OLIH DYRLGLQJ WKLV TXHVWLRQ  0DQ\ DUH
XQZLOOLQJWRFRQVLGHUWKDWWKH\PD\EHORVW
“What must I do to be saved?”
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…”
IURP$FWV

-XVW“believe”":KDWGRHV“believe”PHDQ"
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the
demons believe—and shudder!
-DPHV
7KHGHPRQVDOVRNQRZWKDW-HVXVLVWKH&KULVW /XNH VR
D VDYLQJ EHOLHI LV FOHDUO\ PRUH WKDQ MXVW DQ LQWHOOHFWXDO
DJUHHPHQWZLWKWUXWK
+RZGLG3DXOFODULI\³EHOLHI´DQGVDOYDWLRQWRWKHMDLOHUZKHQ
“they spoke the word of the Lord to him”" $FWV 1HDU
WKHHQGRI3DXO¶VWUDYHOLQJPLQLVWU\LQWKHERRNRI$FWV3DXO
VXPPDUL]HVWKHPHVVDJHWKDWKHSUHDFKHG
“I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that
was profitable, and teaching you in public and from
house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of
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repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ.”
$FWV
)URPWKLVZHVHHWKDWVDYLQJEHOLHILQFOXGHV
 5HSHQWDQFHWRZDUG*RG
 )DLWKLQRXU/RUG-HVXV
5HSHQWDQFH VSHDNV RI D FKDQJH LQ WKLQNLQJ D FKDQJH IURP
XQEHOLHI WR EHOLHI D FKDQJH LQ WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI \RXU OLIH
$FNQRZOHGJH WKDW \RX KDYH VLQQHG DQG WXUQ WR *RG IRU
IRUJLYHQHVV RI VLQV DQG IRU GHOLYHUDQFH IURP WKH SRZHU RI
VLQ&KRRVHWRIROORZ*RGUDWKHUWKDQFRQWLQXLQJWRIROORZ
DIWHUVLQIXOGHVLUHV7KHFDOOWRUHSHQWDSSOLHVWRHYHU\RQH
“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent.”
$FWV1,9

)DLWKLQ-HVXVLQYROYHVEHOLHYLQJWKDW-HVXVLVWKHSURPLVHG
0HVVLDK WKH&KULVW WKHRQO\6RQRI*RG/RUGRIDOOWKDW
KHGLHGIRU\RXUVLQVDQGWKHVLQVRIWKHZKROHZRUOG -RKQ
  WKDW KH URVH IURP WKH GHDG DQG WKDW KH ZLOO GR IRU XV
ZKDWVFULSWXUHVD\VKHZLOOGRLIZHIROORZKLP
+DYLQJ faith in Jesus LV URXJKO\ WKH VDPH DV believing in
Jesus  “Faith” DQG “believe” DUH VLPLODU ZRUGV LQ WKH
RULJLQDO *UHHN ODQJXDJH RI WKH 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW  %RWK
LQYROYH FRQYLFWLRQ DQG WUXVW QRW MXVW PHQWDO NQRZOHGJH
7UXVWLQJLQ-HVXVOHDGVXVWRIROORZ-HVXV¶WHDFKLQJV
,QWKH3UHIDFHZHVDZWKDW-HVXVLQYLWHVXVWRcomeWRKLPIRU
VDOYDWLRQ6RVDOYDWLRQ DQGUHSHQWDQFHDQGIDLWK LQYROYHV
FRPLQJWR-HVXVWUXVWLQJLQ-HVXVDQGIROORZLQJ-HVXV
7KRVHZKRJHQXLQHO\WXUQWR*RGLQUHSHQWDQFHDQGSXWWKHLU
IDLWKLQ-HVXVDUH³ERUQDJDLQ´VSLULWXDOO\DQGUHFHLYH*RG¶V
+RO\6SLULWWRJLYHWKHPQHZOLIHDQGSXUSRVH -RKQ 
6RPHSHRSOHDSSHDUWRFRPHWRVDYLQJIDLWKDQGUHSHQWDQFH
TXLFNO\SULPDULO\DVDVLQJOHHYHQW)RURWKHUVLWDSSHDUVWR
KDSSHQDVDVHULHVRIPRUHPLQRUVWHSVVSUHDGRXWRYHUWLPH
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'RQ¶W ZDLW XQWLO \RX DUH ³JRRG HQRXJK´ WR FRPH WR *RG LW
ZLOOQHYHUKDSSHQ<RXZLOOKDYHYLFWRU\RYHUVLQDQGKDYH
QHZ VSLULWXDO OLIH RQO\ DIWHU \RX WXUQ WR *RG LQ UHSHQWDQFH
DQGKDYHIDLWKLQ-HVXV7KHUHLVQRRWKHUZD\WREHVDYHG
:KDW DERXW \RX"  +DYH \RX WXUQHG WR *RG LQ UHSHQWDQFH"
'R\RXKDYHIDLWKLQRXU/RUG-HVXV",IQRWZK\QRWGRVR
WRGD\"“Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is
the day of salvation.” &RULQWKLDQV <RXFDQFRPHWR*RG
IRUVDOYDWLRQDORQHE\\RXUVHOIRULQWKHSUHVHQFHRIRWKHUV
+HUHDUHVRPHJXLGHOLQHV
x 7XUQWR*RGLQUHSHQWDQFH$VN*RGIRUKHOSZLWKWKLV
7UXHUHSHQWDQFHZLOOOLNHO\LQYROYHWKLQJVOLNHWKHVH
 $GPLWWR*RGWKDW\RXKDYHVLQQHGDJDLQVWKLP%HDV
VSHFLILFDV\RXIHHOLVDSSURSULDWH%HUHDOO\KRQHVW
 $GPLW WR *RG WKDW \RX QHHG D VDYLRU WKDW \RX FDQ¶W
VDYH\RXUVHOI<RXFDQ¶WIL[RUXQGR\RXURZQVLQV
 'HFODUH WR *RG WKDW \RX DUH QRZ FKRRVLQJ WR IROORZ
KLP  $FNQRZOHGJH WKDW \RX QHHG KLV KHOS WR GR VR
WKDW\RXFDQ¶WGRLWE\\RXURZQVWUHQJWK
 5HQRXQFH DOO FRPPLWPHQWV DQG DOOHJLDQFHV \RX KDYH
PDGHWKDWDUHFRQWUDU\WRIROORZLQJ*RG
x +DYHIDLWKLQRXU/RUG-HVXV
 $FNQRZOHGJHWKDW-HVXVLVWKH&KULVWWKHRQO\6RQRI
*RG/RUGRIDOO'HFODUHWKDW-HVXVLVQRZ\RXU/RUG
 $FNQRZOHGJH WKDW -HVXV GLHG IRU \RXU VLQV DQG URVH
IURPWKHGHDG
 &RPHWR-HVXVWUXVWLQ-HVXVDQGIROORZ-HVXV
x 7KDQN*RGIRUKLVPHUF\DQGJUDFHLQVDYLQJ\RX
x $VN*RGWRILOO\RXZLWKKLV6SLULWVRWKDW\RXFDQOLYHD
OLIHSOHDVLQJWRKLP
%DSWLVP$V\RXKDYHRSSRUWXQLW\JHWEDSWL]HGE\DQRWKHU
IROORZHURI-HVXV VHHFKDSWHU³%H%DSWL]HG´ 
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)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
5(*$5',1*5(3(17$1&(
(]HNLHO$FDOOIRUUHSHQWDQFH
0DWWKHZ  0DUN  /XNH   6XPPDULHV RI -RKQ
WKH%DSWLVW¶VWHDFKLQJ
0DWWKHZ0DUN6XPPDULHVRI-HVXV¶WHDFKLQJ
0DWWKHZ%HFDXVHWKH\GLGQRWUHSHQW
0DUN$VXPPDU\RIWKHGLVFLSOHV¶SUHDFKLQJ
/XNH-HVXVHPSKDVL]LQJWKHQHHGIRUUHSHQWDQFH
/XNH-HVXVWHDFKLQJDERXWWKHORVWVKHHS
/XNH-HVXVWHDFKLQJDERXWWKHORVWFRLQ
$FWV3HWHURQUHSHQWDQFH
$FWV3DXORQUHSHQWDQFH
(SKHVLDQV+RZZHFDPHWRNQRZ&KULVW
3HWHU*RGZDQWVQRQHWRSHULVKZDQWVDOOWRUHSHQW
5HYHODWLRQ-HVXV¶PHVVDJHVWR
WKHFKXUFKHVUHJDUGLQJUHSHQWDQFH
5HYHODWLRQ5HIXVDOWRUHSHQW
5(*$5',1*)$,7+,1-(686
-RKQ:KRHYHUEHOLHYHVLQ-HVXV
-RKQ:KRHYHUEHOLHYHVLQ-HVXV
5RPDQV5LJKWHRXVE\IDLWK
*DODWLDQV-XVWLILHGE\IDLWK
(SKHVLDQV6DYHGE\JUDFHWKURXJKIDLWK
3KLOLSSLDQV5LJKWHRXVQHVVIURP*RG
+HEUHZV7KH³)DLWK&KDSWHU´
-DPHV)DLWKZLWKRXWGHHGV
%RRN 5HIHUHQFH  ³7KH :D\ WR *RG´ E\ '/ 0RRG\
$YDLODEOHIUHHRQWKHLQWHUQHW
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&KDSWHU

%H%DSWL]HG
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
$FWV

So those who received his word were baptized, and there
were added that day about three thousand souls.
$FWV
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.”
0DWWKHZ
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
:DWHU EDSWLVP LV DQ RXWZDUG VLJQ RI RXU VDOYDWLRQ  ,W LV D
WHVWLPRQ\WRRXUVHOYHVDQGWRRWKHUVWKDWZHKDYHFKRVHQWR
IROORZ-HVXV
$ VLPSOH XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI ZDWHU EDSWLVP LV WKDW LW LV D
FHUHPRQLDO ZDVKLQJ ZKLFK V\PEROL]HV EHLQJ ZDVKHG FOHDQ
RIVLQ7KLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJLVVXSSRUWHGE\YHUVHVVXFKDV
An argument developed between some of John’s
disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of
ceremonial washing. They came to John and said to
him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other
side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—well,
he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.”
-RKQ1,9

“And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and
wash away your sins, calling on his name.”
$FWV
:DWHUEDSWLVPLVDQRXWZDUGV\PERORIWKHLQZDUGZDVKLQJ
WKDWRFFXUVZLWKVDOYDWLRQ
…he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
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washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit…
7LWXV
0DQ\ DOVR XQGHUVWDQG ZDWHU EDSWLVP WR EH D V\PERO RI WKH
GHDWK RI RXU ROG VHOI EHLQJ EXULHG ZLWK -HVXV  DQG RI RXU
EHLQJUDLVHGXSLQQHZOLIH EHLQJUDLVHGIURPWKHGHDGZLWK
-HVXV 7KLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJLVVXSSRUWHGE\WKHVHVFULSWXUHV
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of
life.
5RPDQV
In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh,
by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with
him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him
through faith in the powerful working of God, who
raised him from the dead.
&RORVVLDQV
,Q VRPH FXOWXUHV ZDWHU EDSWLVP FDUULHV KXJH VLJQLILFDQFH
VRPHWLPHVEHLQJLQWHUSUHWHGE\XQEHOLHYHUVDVDUHMHFWLRQRI
WKHLUFXOWXUHDQGUHOLJLRXVEHOLHIV$IROORZHURI-HVXVPD\
EHUHMHFWHGE\IULHQGVDQGIDPLO\EHFDXVHRIWKHLUQHZIDLWK
HVSHFLDOO\ DIWHU EHLQJ EDSWL]HG  ,W LV XVXDOO\ SUHIHUDEOH IRU
EHOLHYHUV WR DYRLG DOLHQDWLQJ IULHQGV DQG IDPLO\  +RZHYHU
VRPHWLPHV EHLQJ UHMHFWHG E\ IULHQGV DQG IDPLO\ LV
XQDYRLGDEOH DQG D QHZ EHOLHYHU PXVW ILQG QHZ VSLULWXDO
IDPLO\DPRQJ*RG¶VSHRSOH*RGZLOOKHOS\RXWKURXJKWKLV
DV\RXFRQWLQXHWRWUXVWLQKLP 0DUN/XNH 

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ-RKQWKH%DSWLVW 0DUN/XNH 
0DWWKHZ-HVXV¶EDSWLVP 0DUN/XNH 
5RPDQV%HLQJEXULHGDQGUDLVHGZLWK&KULVW
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&KDSWHU

³'R7KLVLQ5HPHPEUDQFHRI0H´
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said,
“This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. &RULQWKLDQV
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
-HVXVKLPVHOIGLUHFWHGWKDWZHVKRXOGUHPHPEHUKLVGHDWKE\
EUHDNLQJ EUHDG DQG VKDULQJ WKH FXS  7KLV VLPSOH ULWXDO
UHPLQGVXVWKDWWKHGHDWKRI-HVXVLVFHQWUDOWRRXUIDLWK,WLV
-HVXV¶ GHDWK HVSHFLDOO\ WKH VKHGGLQJ RI KLV EORRG WKDW
UHGHHPVXVPDNLQJIRUJLYHQHVVRIVLQVSRVVLEOHPDNLQJRXU
VDOYDWLRQ SRVVLEOH  7KH FRQQHFWLRQ ZLWK IRUJLYHQHVV LV
DSSDUHQWLQWKHERRNRI0DWWKHZ
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he
gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins.”
0DWWKHZ
6FULSWXUHDOVRVD\V
In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace…
(SKHVLDQV
7KHZULWHURI+HEUHZVUHPLQGVXVWKDW
…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness
of sins.
+HEUHZV
6RPH SHRSOH FODLP WKDW -HVXV GLG QRW DFWXDOO\ GLH RQ WKH
FURVV RU WKDW LW ZDV UHDOO\ VRPHRQH HOVH WKDW ZDV FUXFLILHG
QRW-HVXVKLPVHOI2QWKHFRQWUDU\WKHGHDWKRI-HVXVLVDQ
Foundations for Eternal Life

49

HVVHQWLDOSDUWRIRXUVDOYDWLRQ:LWKRXWWKHGHDWKRI-HVXV
WKHUHZRXOGEHQRIRUJLYHQHVVRIVLQVWKHUHZRXOGEHQR
VDOYDWLRQIRUDQ\RQH%UHDNLQJEUHDGWRJHWKHUDQGVKDULQJ
WKHFXSWRJHWKHUUHPLQGVXVWKDW-HVXVGLHGIRUXV
7KHGHWDLOVRIKRZWKHEUHDGDQGFXSDUHVKDUHGYDU\ZLGHO\
DPRQJIROORZHUVRI-HVXV7KH1HZ7HVWDPHQWSURYLGHVIHZ
VSHFLILF LQVWUXFWLRQV VR WKHUH VKRXOG EH IUHHGRP DPRQJ
*RG¶V SHRSOH IRU YDULRXV SUDFWLFHV  $ IHZ FODULILFDWLRQV
KRZHYHUPD\EHKHOSIXO
x -HVXVUHIHUVWRWKHFXSDVWKH“fruit of the vine” 0DWWKHZ
 VRLWLVJHQHUDOO\XQGHUVWRRGWKDW-HVXVZDVVKDULQJ
JUDSHMXLFHRUZLQH
x :HVKDUHWKHEUHDGDQGFXS“in remembrance”RI-HVXV
DQG KLV GHDWK QRW LQ WKH VHQVH RI UHSHDWLQJ KLV VDFULILFH
IRUVFULSWXUHLQGLFDWHVWKDW&KULVWZDVVDFULILFHGRQFHIRU
DOO
He has no need, like those high priests, to offer
sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those
of the people, since he did this once for all when he
offered up himself.
+HEUHZV
x 7KHVWDWHPHQWVE\-HVXV“This is my body”DQG“This is
my blood”DUHZLGHO\XQGHUVWRRGWREHILJXUDWLYHWKDWWKH
EUHDG DQG ZLQH UHSUHVHQW KLV ERG\ DQG EORRG QRW WKDW
WKH\OLWHUDOO\DUHKLVERG\DQGEORRG
/HW¶VUHPHPEHUWKDW-HVXVGLHGIRUXVVRWKDWZHPLJKWOLYH
/HW¶VVKDUHWKHEUHDGDQGWKHFXSLQUHPHPEUDQFHRI-HVXV
/HW¶V“proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ7KH/DVW6XSSHU
$OVR0DUN/XNH 

&RULQWKLDQV3DXO¶VLQVWUXFWLRQV
0DWWKHZ7KHWULDODQGFUXFLIL[LRQRI-HVXV
$OVR0DUN/XNH-RKQ 
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&KDSWHU

/RYHWKH/RUG<RXU*RG
And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test
him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the
Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.”
0DWWKHZ
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
gave a wedding feast for his son…”
0DWWKHZ
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”
This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to
Christ and the church.
(SKHVLDQV
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great
multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound
of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was
granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and
pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”
And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

5HYHODWLRQ

/RYH*RGZLWK\RXUZKROHEHLQJ7KDWEULHIO\VWDWHGLVWKH
JUHDWHVWFRPPDQGPHQW)XUWKHUWKH1HZ7HVWDPHQWOLNHQV
RXUUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK*RGWRDJUHDWURPDQFHWKHPDUULDJH
RI &KULVW “the Lamb”  WR *RG¶V SHRSOH  7KLV PDUULDJH LV
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QRW DERXW D SK\VLFDOVH[XDO XQLRQ EXW UDWKHU DERXW D GHHS
VSLULWXDOXQLRQ
&RQVLGHUWKDW*RGKDVPDGHURPDQFHDQGPDUULDJHSDUWO\IRU
WKLVSXUSRVH$GHHSURPDQFHDQGPDUULDJHEHWZHHQDPDQ
DQG D ZRPDQ LV D VKDGRZ RI WKH GHHS LQWLPDWH UHODWLRQVKLS
WKDW*RGZDQWVZLWKKLVSHRSOH
-XVW DV LW LV XVXDOO\ WKH JURRPWREH WKDW LQLWLDWHV WKH
UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK WKH EULGHWREH VR LW LV WKDW *RG KDV
LQLWLDWHGDORYHUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKXV2XUUHVSRQVHWR*RG¶V
ORYHIRUXVVKRXOGEHORYHIRU*RG
We love because he first loved us.

-RKQ

)XUWKHU*RGKDVVKRZQXVKLVSDVVLRQDWHORYHIRUXVWKURXJK
&KULVW
…but God shows his love for us in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.
5RPDQV
*RGVKRZHGKLVORYHIRUXVE\VHQGLQJ&KULVWWRGLHIRUXV
VR RXU VLQV FRXOG EH IRUJLYHQ VR ZH ZRXOG QRW EH
FRQGHPQHG  ,W LV QDWXUDO WKDW WKH IRUJLYHQHVV ZH UHFHLYH
IURP*RGOHDGVXVWRGHHSO\ORYH*RG
&RQVLGHUWKHZRPDQ“who was a sinner”DQGZKRFDPHWR
-HVXV ZDVKHG KLV IHHW ZLWK KHU WHDUV DQG DQRLQWHG KLV IHHW
ZLWKRLQWPHQW /XNH -HVXVLQGLFDWHGWKDWWKLVZRPDQ
KDGJUHDWORYHIRUKLPVSHFLILFDOO\EHFDXVHVKHNQHZWKDWKHU
PDQ\VLQVKDGEHHQIRUJLYHQ
7KHVDPHVKRXOGEHWUXHRIDOOZKRIROORZ-HVXV:HDOOKDG
D JUHDW GHEW RI VLQ WKDW ZH FRXOG QRW SD\  7KURXJK -HVXV¶
GHDWK RQ D FURVV WKH KXJH GHEW ZH RZHG KDV EHHQ SDLG LQ
IXOOWKURXJKQRHIIRUWRIRXURZQ'HHSSDVVLRQDWHORYHIRU
*RGVKRXOGEHRXUQDWXUDOUHVSRQVH
$IDLOXUHWRORYH*RGGHHSO\LVOLNHO\UHODWHGWRDIDLOXUHWR
XQGHUVWDQGWKHGHSWKRI\RXURZQVLQRUDIDLOXUHWRUHFHLYH
*RG¶VIRUJLYHQHVV E\QRWWXUQLQJWR*RGLQUHSHQWDQFHDQG
KDYLQJIDLWKLQ-HVXVVHHFKDSWHU“What Must I Do to Be
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Saved?” 
+RZGRZHNQRZZKHWKHURUQRWZHUHDOO\ORYH*RG"
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
-RKQ

For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.
-RKQ
7KHVH YHUVHV LQGLFDWH WKDW WUXH ORYH IRU *RG UHVXOWV LQ
REHGLHQFHWR*RG-XVWDVWZRURPDQWLFORYHUVWU\WRSOHDVH
HDFKRWKHUVRRXUORYHIRU*RGUHVXOWVLQRXUWU\LQJWRSOHDVH
*RG:HWU\WRGRWKLQJVKLVZD\UDWKHUWKDQMXVWWU\LQJWR
SOHDVHRXUVHOYHVRURWKHUSHRSOH
%XWOHW¶VEHFDUHIXOKHUH7KHDERYHYHUVHVDUHQRWFDOOLQJXV
WR WU\ WR SURYH RXU ORYH IRU *RG E\ WU\LQJ RXU EHVW WR REH\
*RG  5DWKHU WKH\ DUH LQGLFDWLQJ WKDW LI ZH WUXO\ ORYH *RG
WKHQ REHGLHQFH ZLOO EH WKH QDWXUDO UHVXOW  $V -HVXV KLPVHOI
WDXJKW
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words. And the word that you
hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.”
-RKQ

/HW¶VEHHYHQPRUHFDUHIXOKHUH5RPDQVDSSHDUVWRVKRZ
WKH SRVVLELOLW\ RI EHLQJ LQ ERQGDJH WR VLQ DIWHU VDOYDWLRQ
HVSHFLDOO\ LI ZH WU\ WR OLYH E\ ODZ UDWKHUWKDQ E\ WKH 6SLULW
+RZHYHULWLVFOHDUWKDWWKHIUHHGRPGLVFXVVHGLQ5RPDQV
VKRXOGEHWKHQRUPIRUIROORZHUVRI-HVXVQRWWKHERQGDJHRI
5RPDQV:HPXVWEHFDUHIXOWRQRWDFFHSWVLQDVDQRUPDO
SDUW RI D OLIH RI IDLWK  'HOLEHUDWH RQJRLQJ VLQ LQ D SHUVRQ¶V
OLIHEULQJVWKDWSHUVRQ¶VYHU\VDOYDWLRQLQWRTXHVWLRQ +HEUHZV
 
%XWVRPHZLOOWKLQN³+RZEXUGHQVRPHLWLVWRWU\WRREH\
*RG´
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandFoundations for Eternal Life
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ments. And his commandments are not burdensome.
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world.
-RKQ
0D\,VXJJHVWWKDWLI \RXU UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK *RG LV ZKDW LW
VKRXOG EH REHGLHQFH WR *RG LV QRW EXUGHQVRPH  2EH\LQJ
*RGVKRXOGRQO\VHHPEXUGHQVRPHLI\RXKDYHQ¶WWUXO\EHHQ
“born of God,”RULI\RXUUHODWLRQVKLSZLWK*RGLVQ¶WEDVHG
RQ ORYH IRU *RG  , ZRXOG VXJJHVW WKDW IRU WUXH ORYHUV RI
*RG GLVREHGLHQFH WR *RG LV EXUGHQVRPH QRW REHGLHQFH
UHDGDERXW3DXO¶VEXUGHQRIGLVREHGLHQFHLQ5RPDQV 
$OVRRXUORYHIRU*RGVKRXOGJURZGHHSHUDVZHNQRZKLP
EHWWHU7KLVPD\WDNHVRPHWLPHMXVWDVWKHORYHRIKXPDQ
URPDQWLF UHODWLRQVKLSV VKRXOG JURZ GHHSHU ZLWK WLPH  $Q
LQFUHDVLQJ GHVLUH WR REH\ *RG LV HYLGHQFH RI DQ LQFUHDVLQJ
ORYHIRU*RG
:KDWDERXW\RX",VWKHUHHYLGHQFHRIORYHIRU*RGLQ\RXU
OLIH"  'R \RX GHVLUH WR REH\ *RG"  'R \RX REH\ *RG"  ,V
\RXUORYHIRU*RGLQFUHDVLQJ"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
/XNH7KHZRPDQZKRKDGOLYHGDVLQIXOOLIH
-RKQ:HNQRZWKDWZHKDYHFRPHWRNQRZKLP«
-RKQ'RQRWORYHWKHZRUOG
-RKQ&ODLPLQJORYHIRU*RGZKLOHKDWLQJRWKHUV
5HYHODWLRQ$IDLOXUHWRORYH*RGDW(SKHVXV
,VDLDK*RGUHMRLFHVOLNHDEULGHJURRP
-HUHPLDK  WR   ,VUDHO¶V XQIDLWKIXOQHVV WRZDUG *RG
OLNHQHGWRDGXOWHU\DQGSURVWLWXWLRQ
5HYHODWLRQ7KHEULGHWKHZLIHRIWKH/DPE
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&KDSWHU

/RYH<RXU1HLJKERUDV<RXUVHOI
And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test
him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the
Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.”
0DWWKHZ
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 7KLVFRPPDQGLVVHFRQG
RQO\ WR “love the Lord your God…”  $W ILUVW JODQFH WKHVH
WZR FRPPDQGV DSSHDU WR EH VLPSOH DQG VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG
%XW XSRQ IXUWKHU UHIOHFWLRQ WKH\ DUH GHHS DQG GLIILFXOW
SHUKDSV EH\RQG DQ\RQH¶V DELOLW\ WR IXOO\ FRPSUHKHQG RU WR
IXOO\FRPSO\ZLWK
/HW¶VVLPSO\ORRNDWVFULSWXUHIRUFODULILFDWLRQ.HHSLQPLQG
WKDWVRPHYHUVHVIRFXVRQORYHEHWZHHQEHOLHYHUVDQGVRPH
YHUVHVDSSO\WRRXUUHODWLRQVKLSVZLWKDOOSHRSOH
“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your
people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the
LORD.”
/HYLWLFXV1,9
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
-RKQ
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is
not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing,
but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never
ends.
&RULQWKLDQV
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that
you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the
tax collectors do the same?”
0DWWKHZ
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God
is love.
-RKQ
If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must
also love his brother.
-RKQ
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as
is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the
love of every one of you for one another is increasing.
7KHVVDORQLDQV

:KDWDERXW\RX"+RZGHHSO\GR\RXORYHRWKHUV",V\RXU
ORYHIRURWKHUVLQFUHDVLQJ"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DUN7KHJUHDWHVWFRPPDQGPHQWV
/XNH7KHJRRG6DPDULWDQ
5RPDQV7KHFRQWLQXLQJGHEWWRORYHRQHDQRWKHU
&RULQWKLDQV7KH³/RYH´FKDSWHU
*DODWLDQV6HUYHRQHDQRWKHU
-DPHV7KHUR\DOODZIRXQGLQVFULSWXUH
-RKQ+RZZHNQRZWKHFKLOGUHQRI*RG
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&KDSWHU

*LYH
“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in
this way we must help the weak and remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’”
$FWV
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and
we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if
anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide
in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but
in deed and in truth.
-RKQ
“For God so loved the world, that he gave…”
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

-RKQ

/RYHIRURWKHUVOHDGVXVWRWDNHDFWLRQWRKHOSWKRVHLQQHHG
%HFDXVH RI ORYH ZH JLYH RXU WLPH DQG UHVRXUFHV WR KHOS
WKRVHLQQHHG&RQVLGHUVRPHPRUHYHUVHVDERXWJLYLQJ
Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice
hospitality.
5RPDQV1,9
“Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide
yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief
approaches and no moth destroys´
/XNH
If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he
is thirsty, give him water to drink, for you will heap
burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward
3URYHUEV
you.
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.
+HEUHZV

Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
+HEUHZV
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“Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away
from the one who wants to borrow from you.”
0DWWKHZ1,9

John answered, “The man with two tunics should share
with him who has none, and the one who has food
should do the same.”
/XNH1,9
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor,
doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may
have something to share with anyone in need.
(SKHVLDQV

Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and
he will repay him for his deed.
3URYHUEV
The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the
righteous is generous and gives.
3VDOP
6FULSWXUHSXWVVRPHOLPLWVRQRXUJHQHURVLW\
For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule:
“If a man will not work, he shall not eat.”
7KHVVDORQLDQV1,9

6FULSWXUHZDUQVXVDERXWJLYLQJZLWKRXWKDYLQJORYH
If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
&RULQWKLDQV

)LQDOO\VFULSWXUHFDOOVXVWREHJHQXLQHLQRXUJLYLQJ
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.
&RULQWKLDQV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ'RQ¶WEHOLNHWKHK\SRFULWHV
0DWWKHZ:KRHYHUZRXOGEHJUHDWDPRQJ\RX«
/XNH*RDQGGROLNHZLVH
7LPRWK\3URYLGLQJIRUUHODWLYHV
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)RUJLYHDVWKH/RUG)RUJDYH<RX
Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you
may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you.
&RORVVLDQV1,9
“…and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors.”
0DWWKHZ
“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive
others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.”
0DWWKHZ
“And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until
he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother
from your heart.”
0DWWKHZ
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
)RUJLYHQHVVRIRXUVLQVE\*RGLVFHQWUDOWRRXUVDOYDWLRQ
)RUJLYHQHVV LV PDGH SRVVLEOH E\ WKH VDFULILFH RI -HVXV
)RUJLYHQHVV LV QRW VRPHWKLQJ ZH HDUQ LW LV RXUV E\ *RG¶V
JUDFHWKURXJKIDLWKLQ-HVXV SHUFKDSWHU³)RUJLYHQHVVRI6LQV´ 
7KRVHZKRKDYHEHHQIRUJLYHQE\*RGDUHH[SHFWHGLQWXUQ
WRIRUJLYHRWKHUV7KLVLVDKXJHLVVXHZLWK*RGWRWKHSRLQW
WKDW-HVXVWDXJKW
“…but if you do not forgive others their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
0DWWKHZ

:H VDZ LQ FKDSWHU  “Love Your Neighbor…”  WKDW
“Whoever does not love abides in death.” -RKQ  
/LNHZLVH D SHUVRQ¶V IDLOXUH WR IRUJLYH RWKHUV DSSHDUV WR EH
HYLGHQFH DJDLQVW WKHLU VDOYDWLRQ  ,W FRXOG EH DUJXHG WKDW D
IDLOXUH WR IRUJLYH RWKHUV LV D IDLOXUH WR ORYH RWKHUV  8QZLOO
LQJQHVVWRIRUJLYHRWKHUVEULQJVRQH¶VVDOYDWLRQLQWRTXHVWLRQ
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7KLV UDLVHV WKH LVVXH  +RZ FDQ , IRUJLYH BBBBBB IRU ZKDW
BBBB KHVKHWKH\ GLG" <RXILOOLQWKHEODQNV 
'RHV IRUJLYLQJ RWKHUV PHDQ WKDW , IRUJHW ZKDW WKH\ GLG"
'RHVLWPHDQ,PXVWWUXVWWKHPDJDLQ"1RDQG1R:KLOH
IRUJLYHQHVV PD\ LPSDFW RXU PHPRU\ DQG WUXVW WKHVH DUH
VHSDUDWHLVVXHV)RUJLYHQHVVGRHVQ¶WPHDQLJQRULQJVLQ:H
FDQ IRUJLYH VRPHRQH DQG VWLOO IROORZ -HVXV¶ WHDFKLQJ DERXW
FRQIURQWLQJWKHP 0DWWKHZ ,QPDWWHUVRIODZOHJDO
DFWLRQPD\VWLOOEHDSSURSULDWHGHSHQGLQJRQWKHVLWXDWLRQ
)RUJLYHQHVVLVDQDFWRIRXUZLOO)RUJLYHQHVVLVFKRRVLQJWR
OHW JR RI ELWWHUQHVV FKRRVLQJ WR QRW WDNH UHYHQJH FKRRVLQJ
WRQRWEULQJXSWKHPDWWHULQVSLWHFKRRVLQJWRSUD\WKDW*RG
ZRXOG KDYH PHUF\ RQ WKH RQH ZKR RIIHQGHG FKRRVLQJ WR
DOORZIRUWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIUHFRQFLOLDWLRQFKRRVLQJWRJLYHWR
RWKHUVWKHVDPHNLQGRIJUDFH*RGKDVJLYHQWRXV
)RUJLYHQHVV LV QRW VRPHKRZ FRQMXULQJ XS D ZDUP IHHOLQJ
WRZDUG RWKHUV  )RUJLYLQJ RWKHUV PD\ QRW PDNH WKH SDLQ JR
DZD\ \RX PD\ VWLOO VXIIHU WKH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI WKH VLQ RI
DQRWKHU5DWKHUIRUJLYHQHVVLVVRPHWKLQJZHFKRRVHWRGR
E\DQDFWRIRXUZLOOE\*RG¶VJUDFHEHFDXVHRIORYH
-XVW DV “We love because he first loved us” VR ZH DUH WR
“Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” *RGJDYHWKHH[DPSOH
,QORYHKHVHQW-HVXVVRZHFRXOGEHIRUJLYHQ,QORYHZH
DUHOLNHZLVHFDOOHGWRIRUJLYHRWKHUV-HVXVPDGHLWSRVVLEOH
:KDW DERXW \RX"  'R \RX QHHG WR IRUJLYH VRPHRQH"  :LOO
\RXIRUJLYHWKDWSHUVRQ"'RQRWGHOD\DQ\PRUH

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
3URYHUEV+HZKRFRYHUVRYHUDQRIIHQVH
0DWWKHZ7KHSDUDEOHRIWKHXQPHUFLIXOVHUYDQW
0DUN,I\RXKDYHDQ\WKLQJDJDLQVWDQ\RQH
$FWV6WHSKHQ¶VSUD\HU
5RPDQV'RQRWUHSD\HYLOIRUHYLO
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:RUVKLS5HMRLFHDQG*LYH7KDQNV
Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
3VDOP

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
3KLOLSSLDQV1,9

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
&KURQLFOHV3VDOP

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

:KDWKDYH\RXEHHQIRFXVLQJRQUHFHQWO\"*RG¶VJRRGQHVV
KLV ORYH DQG KLV SURYLVLRQ IRU \RX"  2U KDYH \RX EHHQ
IRFXVLQJRQ\RXURZQWULDOVDQGGLIILFXOWLHV"+DYH\RXEHHQ
WKDQNIXO WR *RG IRU VDYLQJ \RX RU KDYH \RX EHHQ PRVWO\
JUXPEOLQJ DQG FRPSODLQLQJ WR *RG"  +DYH \RX EHHQ
UHMRLFLQJLQWKH/RUGRUFXUVLQJKLVFUHDWLRQ"
This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be
glad in it.
3VDOP
:KLFKGR\RXSUHIHUWREHDURXQGSHRSOHZKRrejoiceDQG
DUH glad RU SHRSOH ZKR JUXPEOH DQG FRPSODLQ"  :KLFK GR
\RX SUHIHU IRU \RXUVHOI  UHMRLFLQJ DQG JODGQHVV RU JUXP
EOLQJDQGFRPSODLQLQJ"*RGFDOOVXVWRrejoice and be glad.
1RPDWWHUKRZEDG\RXUFLUFXPVWDQFHVDUHLI\RXDUHDFKLOG
RI*RG\RXFDQWKDQN*RGIRUVHQGLQJ-HVXVWRVDYH\RXDQG
\RXFDQWKDQN*RGDQGUHMRLFHWKDW\RXUWULDOVDUHWHPSRUDU\
&RQVLGHU-HVXV¶VWDWHPHQWWRWKRVHZKRDUHSHUVHFXWHG
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
0DWWKHZ
before you.”
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:HVKRXOGDOOEHDEOHWRVD\DORQJZLWK3HWHU
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us
to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though
now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness
of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes
though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him.
Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with
glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation
of your souls.
3HWHU
,I \RX DUH D IROORZHU RI -HVXV \RX KDYH D JORULRXV IXWXUH
<RXUWULDOVLQWKLVOLIHQRPDWWHUKRZVHYHUHDUHWHPSRUDU\
:RUVKLSLQJUHMRLFLQJDQGJLYLQJWKDQNVWR*RGDUHNH\VWR
DQHPSRZHUHGVSLULWXDOOLIH
:KDW DERXW \RX"  :LOO \RX FKRRVH HDFK GD\ WR ZRUVKLS
UHMRLFHDQGJLYHWKDQNVWR*RG"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
&KURQLFOHV3UDLVHDQGVLQJLQJDKHDGRIYLFWRU\
3VDOP$3VDOPRISUDLVH
/XNH:RUVKLSWKH/RUGRQO\
$FWV3UD\LQJDQGVLQJLQJLQSULVRQ
&RORVVLDQV3VDOPVK\PQVDQGVSLULWXDOVRQJV
1XPEHUV*UXPEOLQJDJDLQVWWKH/25'
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3UD\HU
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the saints. (SKHVLDQV1,9
Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with
thanksgiving.
&RORVVLDQV
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing…
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

7KHV

:KDW LV SUD\HU"  , DP QRW DZDUH RI DQ\ VFULSWXUHV WKDW
GLUHFWO\DQVZHUWKLVTXHVWLRQ<HWWKHUHDUHPDQ\H[DPSOHV
RI SUD\HU LQ VFULSWXUH HVSHFLDOO\ LQ WKH 3VDOPV  , ZLOO
SURSRVH D VLPSOH GHILQLWLRQ  3UD\HU LV FRPPXQLFDWLRQ ZLWK
*RG
:KRVKRXOGSUD\"6FULSWXUHH[KRUWVDOOIROORZHUVRI-HVXV
WRSUD\ SHUWKHWKUHHYHUVHVDERYH 
:KHQVKRXOGZHSUD\"“On all occasions” (SKHVLDQV 
DQG“without ceasing” 7KHVVDORQLDQV 
+RZ VKRXOG ZH SUD\"  “In the Spirit” “with all kinds of
prayers and requests” SHU (SKHVLDQV -XVWZKDW“in the
Spirit” PHDQV LV RSHQ WR ZLGH LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ EXW , WHQG WR
WKLQNRI“in the Spirit”DVEHLQJRSSRVLWHWR“in the flesh,”
DVGLVFXVVHGLQ5RPDQV
-HVXVKLPVHOIJLYHVXVPRUHJRRGGLUHFWLRQRQKRZWRSUD\
“And when you pray, you must not be like the
hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be
seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received
their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases
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as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard
for their many words. Do not be like them, for your
Father knows what you need before you ask him.”
0DWWKHZ

-HVXV JRHV RQ WR JLYH D VDPSOH SUD\HU RIWHQ FDOOHG ³WKH
/RUG¶V SUD\HU´ ZKLFK PDQ\ IROORZHUV RI -HVXV XVH DV D
OLWXUJLFDOSUD\HU
“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be
your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.’”
0DWWKHZ
1RZLWVKRXOGEHFOHDUWKDWWKHNLQGRIFRQWLQXDOSUD\HUWKDW
VFULSWXUHFDOOVXVWRLVQRWFRQWLQXDOUHSHWLWLRQRIWKH/RUG¶V
SUD\HU5DWKHU*RGZDQWVXVWRGLDORJXHZLWKKLPDERXWDOO
DVSHFWVRIOLIH6FULSWXUHJLYHVXVDVHQVHRIWKLV
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts
3KLOLSSLDQV1,9
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
3UD\3VDOPRUDQRWKHU3VDOPRI\RXUFKRRVLQJ
&RQVLGHU PHPRUL]LQJ 3VDOP  RU DQRWKHU 3VDOP RI \RXU
FKRLFH DOORZ\RXUVHOIVHYHUDOZHHNVRUPRUHWROHDUQLW 
/XNH7KHSHUVLVWHQWZLGRZ
(SKHVLDQV3KLOLSSLDQV&RORVVLDQV
3UD\HUVIRUWKHFKXUFKHV
7KHVVDORQLDQV5HTXHVWIRUSUD\HU
-DPHV3UD\HU
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&KDSWHU

([DPLQHWKH6FULSWXUHV
Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if
what Paul said was true.
$FWV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
)ROORZHUVRI-HVXVJHQHUDOO\XQGHUVWDQGWKDWWKHERRNVRIWKH
%LEOHDUHLQVSLUHGE\*RG:HYLHZWKH%LEOHDVDUHOLDEOH
VRXUFHRIWUXWKZKLFKSRLQWV WKH ZD\ WR *RG   :H ORRN WR
WKH%LEOHWROHDUQDERXW*RGDQGFUHDWLRQDQGWROHDUQKRZ
WROLYHLQDZD\WKDWSOHDVHV*RG$VVFULSWXUHVD\V
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work.
7LPRWK\
For whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, that through endurance and through
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope.
5RPDQV
And we have something more sure, the prophetic word,
to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of
all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s
own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced
by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit.
3HWHU
7KH %LEOH LV GLYLGHG LQWR WZR PDLQ VHFWLRQV  WKH 2OG
7HVWDPHQW DQG WKH 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW  7KH 2OG 7HVWDPHQW
FRQWDLQV³ERRNV´ZULWWHQEHIRUH-HVXV¶OLIHRQHDUWK7KH
1HZ7HVWDPHQWFRQWDLQV³ERRNV´ZULWWHQDIWHU-HVXV¶OLIH
RQHDUWK+HUHLVDYHU\EULHIRXWOLQHRIWKH%LEOH
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2/'7(67$0(17%22.6
*HQHVLV WKURXJK 'HXWHURQRP\  )LYH ERRNV ZLGHO\ EH
OLHYHGWREHZULWWHQE\0RVHV7KH\UHFRUGZKDWKDSSHQHG
IURPFUHDWLRQWR0RVHV¶GHDWKDQGLQFOXGHWKHODZRI0RVHV
-RVKXD WKURXJK (VWKHU  ERRNV   +LVWRULFDO ERRNV
FRYHULQJWKHWLPHSHULRG IURP 0RVHV¶ GHDWK WR WKH EXLOGLQJ
RIWKHVHFRQGWHPSOHLQ-HUXVDOHP URXJKO\%& 
-RE7KHVWRU\RI-RE¶VVXIIHULQJDQGGHOLYHUDQFH
3VDOPV3UD\HUVDQGVRQJVZULWWHQE\VHYHUDODXWKRUV
3URYHUEV$ERXWZLVGRPPRVWO\ZULWWHQE\.LQJ6RORPRQ
(FFOHVLDVWHV  0RUH ZLVGRP IURP .LQJ 6RORPRQ VKRZLQJ
ZKDWOLIHORRNVOLNHIURPWKHSHUVSHFWLYHRI³XQGHUWKHVXQ´
6RQJRI6RORPRQ%\.LQJ6RORPRQDERXWURPDQWLFORYH
,VDLDKWKURXJK0DODFKL ERRNV 7KH3URSKHWVFDOOLQJ
WKHSHRSOHWRWXUQEDFNWR*RG
1(:7(67$0(17%22.6
0DWWKHZ 0DUN /XNH DQG -RKQ RU ³7KH *RVSHO
DFFRUGLQJWR«´ )RXUDFFRXQWVRI-HVXV¶OLIH(DFKERRN
LVQDPHGIRULWVDXWKRU
$FWV RU ³7KH $FWV RI WKH $SRVWOHV´   $Q DFFRXQW RI ZKDW
KDSSHQHGDIWHU-HVXVURVHIURPWKHGHDGZULWWHQE\/XNH
5RPDQVWKURXJK3KLOHPRQ ERRNV /HWWHUVIURP3DXO
WKHDSRVWOHWRYDULRXVFKXUFKHVDQGLQGLYLGXDOV(DFKERRN
LVQDPHGIRULWVRULJLQDOUHFLSLHQW
+HEUHZV WKURXJK -XGH  ERRNV   2WKHU OHWWHUV WR *RG¶V
SHRSOH  (DFK ERRN LV QDPHG IRU LWV DXWKRU H[FHSW IRU
+HEUHZV WKHDXWKRURI+HEUHZVLVXQFHUWDLQ 
5HYHODWLRQ  $ UHYHODWLRQ IURP -HVXV WR -RKQ  ,W LQFOXGHV
OHWWHUVWRVHYHQFKXUFKHVDQGSURSKHFLHVDERXWWKHIXWXUH
7KHERRNVRIWKH2OG7HVWDPHQWZHUHPRVWO\ZULWWHQLQWKH
+HEUHZODQJXDJHDQGWKHERRNVRIWKH1HZ7HVWDPHQWZHUH
PRVWO\ ZULWWHQ LQ WKH *UHHN ODQJXDJH  7KH %LEOH KDV EHHQ
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WUDQVODWHGLQWRPDQ\ODQJXDJHVDQGPRVWEHOLHYHUVUHDGDQG
VWXG\ DWUDQVODWLRQ LQ WKHLU RZQODQJXDJH UDWKHU WKDQ WU\LQJ
WROHDUQWRUHDG+HEUHZDQG*UHHN
:H VKRXOG NHHS LQ PLQG WKDW WKH SXUSRVH RI WKH %LEOH LV WR
VKRZ XV KRZ WR NQRZ DQG IROORZ *RG  6RPH SHRSOH
ZURQJO\ PDNH NQRZLQJ WKH %LEOH WKHLU SULPDU\ JRDO UDWKHU
WKDQNQRZLQJDQGIROORZLQJ*RG%HFDUHIXOQRWWREHOLNH
WKHSHRSOH-HVXVVSRNHRI
“You search the Scriptures because you think that in
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you
may have life.”
-RKQ
,WLVLPSRUWDQWWRXQGHUVWDQGWKDWPXFKRIWKH2OG7HVWDPHQW
UHODWHVWR³WKHODZ´JLYHQE\*RGWKURXJK0RVHV7KLV³ODZ
RI 0RVHV´ ZDV PRVWO\ JLYHQ LQ WKH ERRNV RI ([RGXV DQG
/HYLWLFXV7KHODZRI0RVHVPDGHWKHSHRSOHDZDUHRIVLQ
DQGUHTXLUHGYDULRXVDQLPDOVDFULILFHVIRUWKHSHRSOHWREHLQ
ULJKW UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK *RG  +RZHYHU WKH ODZ RI 0RVHV
FRXOG QRW PDNH WKH SHRSOH ULJKWHRXV RU SURYLGH D ILQDO
VROXWLRQ IRU VLQ  7KH ODZ RI 0RVHV SRLQWHG WR WKH ILQDO
VROXWLRQWKDW-HVXVZRXOGSURYLGH$VVFULSWXUHVD\V
So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we
might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we
are no longer under the supervision of the law.
*DODWLDQV1,9

,SHUVRQDOO\PDNHDGLVWLQFWLRQEHWZHHQWKH³ODZRI0RVHV´
DQ LPSHUIHFW ODZ LQWHQGHG WR UHVWUDLQ VLQ DQG GLUHFW SHRSOH
WRZDUG &KULVW  DQG WKH ³ODZ RI WKH /25'´ *RG¶V SHUIHFW
HWHUQDOPRUDOODZZKLFKLVSUDLVHGLQWKH3VDOPV 
$VN *RG IRU ZLVGRP DQG XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DV \RX UHDG WKH
%LEOH  ,I \RX DUH QRW IDPLOLDU ZLWK WKH %LEOH , UHFRPPHQG
WKDW\RXVWDUWE\UHDGLQJDERXWWKHOLIHRI-HVXVLQWKHERRN
RI0DWWKHZ0DUN/XNHRU-RKQ
)LQDOO\FRQVLGHUWKHJRRGQHVVRIWKHZRUGRI*RG
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I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not
sin against you.
3VDOP
I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your
word.
3VDOP
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies,
for it is ever with me. I have more understanding than
all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation.
I understand more than the aged, for I keep your
precepts. I hold back my feet from every evil way, in
order to keep your word.
3VDOP
How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than
honey to my mouth!
3VDOP
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
3VDOP

Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves it.
3VDOP

I rejoice at your word like one who finds great spoil.
3VDOP

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
3VDOP%OHVVHGLVWKHPDQ«
3VDOP0RUHWREHGHVLUHGWKDQJROG
3VDOP7KHJRRGQHVVRI*RG¶VZRUG
0DWWKHZ-HVXVFODULILHV*RG¶VSHUIHFWODZ
0DWWKHZ<RXGRQRWNQRZWKHVFULSWXUHV
+HEUHZV7KHODZDVDVKDGRZ
-DPHV%HGRHUVRIWKHZRUG«
)LQGDWOHDVWRQHYHUVHLQWKH%LEOHWKDWLVPHDQLQJIXOWR\RX
DQGVWDUWPHPRUL]LQJLWWRGD\
%LEOH6RIWZDUH,I\RXKDYHDFRPSDWLEOHFRPSXWHUWDEOHW
RUVPDUWSKRQHIUHH%LEOHVWXG\VRIWZDUHPD\EHDYDLODEOHDW
ZZZHVZRUGQHW)RU$QGURLGSKRQHVZZZP\VZRUGLQIR
%LEOHWUDQVODWLRQVLQPDQ\ODQJXDJHVDUHDYDLODEOH 
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0HHWLQJ7RJHWKHU
And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.
+HEUHZV1,9
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about
three thousand were added to their number that day. They
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
$FWV1,9

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved. $FWV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
$FWV  DERYH  LQGLFDWHV IRXU WKLQJV WKH HDUO\ EHOLHYHUV
devoted themselves to
x The apostles’ teaching7KH\OHDUQHGWRJHWKHU
x Fellowship7KH\VKDUHGOLIHWRJHWKHU
x The breaking of bread7KH\EURNHEUHDGWRJHWKHU
7KLV PD\ UHIHU WR KDYLQJ PHDOV WRJHWKHU DQGRU UHPHPEHULQJ
-HVXV¶GHDWKSHUFKDSWHU“Do This in Remembrance of Me.” 

x Prayer7KH\SUD\HGWRJHWKHU
+HEUHZV  DERYH  LQGLFDWHV WKDW D SULPDU\ SXUSRVH
RI meeting together LV WR spur one another on toward love
and good deedsDQGWRencourage one another.
&RQVLGHUVRPHDGGLWLRQDOYHUVHV
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in
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your hearts to God.

&RORVVLDQV

Therefore encourage one another and build one another
up, just as you are doing.
7KHVVDORQLDQV
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for
one another, that you may be healed.
-DPHV
,I \RX GRQ¶W DOUHDG\ KDYH JRRG UHODWLRQVKLSV ZLWK RWKHU
EHOLHYHUV , HQFRXUDJH \RX WR VHHN WR GHYHORS VXFK
UHODWLRQVKLSV(YHU\RQH¶VVLWXDWLRQLVXQLTXHVRLWLVGLIILFXOW
WR JLYH VSHFLILF GLUHFWLRQ  $VN *RG IRU GLVFHUQPHQW LQ WKLV
DUHD$V\RXFRQVLGHUYDULRXVRSWLRQVIRUmeeting together
ZLWKRWKHUEHOLHYHUVNHHSLQPLQGWKDWWKHVSLULWXDOVWUHQJWK
RIDSDUWLFXODUJURXSRIEHOLHYHUVLVRIWHQPRUHGHSHQGHQWRQ
WKHORFDOSHRSOHLQYROYHGDQGORFDOOHDGHUVKLSUDWKHUWKDQRQ
D ODUJHU RUJDQL]DWLRQ ZKLFK WKH\ PD\ EH SDUW RI  /RRN IRU
OHDGHUVZKRIROORZ-HVXV¶H[DPSOH
But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that
the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be
so among you. But whoever would be great among you
must be your servant, and whoever would be first among
you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”
0DWWKHZ

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
'R\RXKDYHVWURQJUHODWLRQVKLSVZLWKRWKHUEHOLHYHUV"
:KDWVKRXOG\RXGRWRGHYHORSRUVWUHQJWKHQUHODWLRQVKLSV"
(FFOHVLDVWHV7ZRDUHEHWWHUWKDQRQH
5RPDQV:DWFKRXWIRUWKRVHZKRFDXVHGLYLVLRQV
&RULQWKLDQV:KHQ\RXFRPHWRJHWKHU
&RULQWKLDQV%HOLHYHUVDQGXQEHOLHYHUV
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2EH\
“If you love me, you will obey what I command.”
-RKQ1,9

And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we
keep his commandments. Whoever says “I know him” but
does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is
not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the
love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are
in him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the
-RKQ
same way in which he walked.
As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her
voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you,
and the breasts at which you nursed!” But he said,
“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and
/XNH
keep it!”
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
2EHGLHQFH WR *RG LV DQ LPSRUWDQW UHVXOW RI RXU VDOYDWLRQ
:H DUH QRW VDYHG E\ REHGLHQFH WR *RG¶V FRPPDQGV UDWKHU
ZH REH\ EHFDXVH ZH DUH VDYHG  $V ZH VDZ SUHYLRXVO\
REHGLHQFHLVDQDWXUDOUHVXOWRIRXUORYHIRU*RG
Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words. And the word that you
hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.”
-RKQ

For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.
-RKQ
:H PXVW QRW IROORZ WKH H[DPSOH RI WKH WHDFKHUV RI WKH ODZ
DQG 3KDULVHHV  -HVXV UHEXNHG WKHP LQ 0DWWKHZ  EHFDXVH
WKH\ IRFXVHG RQ DQ RXWZDUG DSSHDUDQFH RI ULJKWHRXVQHVV
UDWKHU WKDQ KDYLQJ WUXH LQZDUG ULJKWHRXVQHVV  'RQ¶W EH
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GHFHLYHG*RGNQRZV\RXUKHDUW*RGZDQWV\RXWRKDYHDQ
LQZDUGULJKWHRXVQHVVWKDWRQO\FRPHVIURPKLP
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight
by observing the law; rather, through the law we become
conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God,
apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law
and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
5RPDQV1,9

…not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—
the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.
3KLOLSSLDQV1,9

:KHWKHU RU QRW ZH DUH OLYLQJ OLNH *RG FDOOV XV WR OLYH LV D
PHDVXUHRIRXURZQVSLULWXDOKHDOWK&RQVLGHU\RXURZQOLIH
+RZDUH\RXGRLQJUHJDUGLQJWKHODVWIHZFKDSWHUV"
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

'R\RXUDFWLRQVVKRZWKDW\RXORYH\RXUQHLJKERU"
'R\RXIRUJLYHWKRVHZKRVLQDJDLQVW\RX"
'R\RXZRUVKLSUHMRLFHDQGJLYHWKDQNVWR*RG"
'R\RXSUD\RQDOORFFDVLRQV"
'R\RXORYH*RG¶VZRUG"'R\RXVSHQGWLPHLQLW"
'R\RXKDYHIHOORZVKLSZLWKRWKHUEHOLHYHUV"
'R\RXGHVLUHWRREH\*RGLQDOOWKLQJV"

,I \RX MXGJH \RXUVHOI WREH ZHDN RQPRVW RI WKHVH SRLQWV ,
UHFRPPHQGWKDW\RXUHFRQVLGHUFKDSWHU“What Must I Do
to Be Saved?” DQG EH VXUH WKDW \RX XQGHUVWDQG *RG¶V
PDUYHORXVJUDFHZKLFKLVWKHVXEMHFWRIWKHQH[WVHFWLRQ

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
5RPDQV6ODYHVRIULJKWHRXVQHVV
&RULQWKLDQV([DPLQH\RXUVHOYHV
3KLOLSSLDQV5LJKWHRXVQHVVIURP*RG
+HEUHZV,IZHJRRQVLQQLQJGHOLEHUDWHO\«
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7KLQJV*RG'RHV


3DUWIRFXVHGRQWKLQJVZHDUHFDOOHGWRGR3DUW
IRFXVHV RQ WKLQJV *RG GRHV RU WKLQJV *RG KDV
DOUHDG\ GRQH  0RUH VSHFLILFDOO\ ZH¶OO ORRN DW WKH
JUDFHWKDW*RGJLYHVWRDOOZKRIROORZ-HVXV
x %HFDXVH-HVXVVKHGKLVEORRG 
     RXUVLQVDUHIRUJLYHQ
x %HFDXVH-HVXVGLHG 
     ZHDUHVHWIUHHIURPVLQ
x %HFDXVH-HVXVURVHIURPWKHGHDG 
     ZHKDYHQHZOLIH
x %HFDXVH-HVXVLVH[DOWHG
     WKH+RO\6SLULWLVSRXUHGRXW
x :HDUHPHPEHUVRIRQHERG\ 
     WKHERG\RI&KULVW
x *RGKDVJLYHQXVHYHU\VSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJ
     LQ&KULVW
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*UDFH
And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ.
-RKQ
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you by his poverty might become rich.
&RULQWKLDQV
For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to
all men.
7LWXV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
³$PD]LQJ JUDFH KRZ VZHHW WKH VRXQG WKDW VDYHG D ZUHWFK
OLNHPH´ -RKQ1HZWRQ 2KWKHZRQGHURI*RG¶VJUDFH
:KDWLVJUDFH"*UDFHLVRIWHQGHILQHGDV³XQPHULWHGIDYRU´
RU ³XQPHULWHG EOHVVLQJ´  ³8QPHULWHG´ PHDQV ZH GRQ¶W
GHVHUYHLWZHKDYHQ¶WHDUQHGLW*RG¶VJUDFHLVLQYROYHGLQ
DOORIWKHPDQ\EOHVVLQJV*RGJLYHVXVDOORIZKLFKZHGRQ¶W
GHVHUYH:KHQZHVD\WKDW“God is love” -RKQ ZHDUH
VSHDNLQJ RI *RG¶V FKDUDFWHU DQG FRPSDVVLRQ  :KHQ ZH
VSHDN RI *RG¶V grace ZH DUH VSHDNLQJ RI *RG¶V SURYLVLRQ
IRUXVWKLQJV*RGJLYHVXVRUWKLQJV*RGGRHVIRUXV*UDFH
PD\ EH WKRXJKW RI DV *RG¶V SURYLVLRQ IRU XV UHVXOWLQJ IURP
KLVORYHIRUXV7KLVLVLOOXVWUDWHGE\WKLVZHOONQRZQYHUVH
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.”
-RKQ
*RGJLYLQJhis only SonLVDVXSUHPHDFWRIJUDFH:K\GLG
*RGGRWKDW"%HFDXVHGod so loved the world.
6DOYDWLRQLVSRVVLEOHRQO\E\*RG¶VJUDFH
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast. (SKHVLDQV
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7KH IROORZLQJ VL[ FKDSWHUV ZLOO ORRN DW YDULRXV DVSHFWV RI
*RG¶VJUDFHJLYHQWRWKRVHZKRDUHVDYHGWRWKRVHZKRWXUQ
WR*RGLQUHSHQWDQFHDQGKDYHIDLWKLQ-HVXV SHUFKDSWHU 
x
x
x
x
x
x

%HFDXVH-HVXVVKHGKLVEORRGRXUVLQVDUHIRUJLYHQ
%HFDXVH-HVXVGLHGZHDUHVHWIUHHIURPVLQ
%HFDXVH-HVXVURVHIURPWKHGHDGZHKDYHQHZOLIH
%HFDXVH-HVXVLVH[DOWHGWKH+RO\6SLULWLVSRXUHGRXW
:HDUHPHPEHUVRIRQHERG\WKHERG\RI&KULVW
*RGKDVJLYHQXVHYHU\VSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJLQ&KULVW

6LPLODUO\ WKH QH[W VHFWLRQ LV DERXW “Things God and We
Do.” $OO RI WKH WKLQJV GLVFXVVHG LQ WKRVH FKDSWHUV DOVR
LQYROYH*RG¶VJUDFHWRZDUGXVIDLWKKRSHORYHZDONLQJE\
WKH6SLULWWKHIUXLWRIWKHVSLULWGLIIHUHQWJLIWVDQGOD\LQJRQ
RI KDQGV  7KH JUDFH RI *RG FDQ EH XQGHUVWRRG WR LQFOXGH
HYHU\ JRRG WKLQJ *RG JLYHV XV RU GRHV IRU XV  ,W¶V QRW
VXUSULVLQJWKDW3DXOVXPPDUL]HGWKHPLQLVWU\WKDWKHUHFHLYHG
IURPWKH/RUG-HVXVDVWKLV“to testify to the gospel of the
grace of God.” $FWV 
7KDQN\RX*RGIRU\RXUJUDFHWKDWLVRXUVWKURXJK-HVXV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
/XNH$IDWKHU¶VH[DPSOHRIJUDFH
5RPDQV*DLQLQJDFFHVVWRJUDFHWKURXJKIDLWK
5RPDQV$EXQGDQWJUDFH
5RPDQV*LIWVWKDWGLIIHUDFFRUGLQJWRJUDFHJLYHQ
&RULQWKLDQV*RGLVDEOHWRPDNHDOOJUDFHDERXQG
*DODWLDQV)DOOHQIURPJUDFH
7LWXV7KHJUDFHRI*RGWHDFKHVXV
+HEUHZV)LQGJUDFHWRKHOSLQWLPHRIQHHG
+HEUHZV'RQ¶WIDLOWRREWDLQWKHJUDFHRI*RG
-DPHV3HWHU*RGJLYHVJUDFHWRWKHKXPEOH
3HWHU%HJRRGVWHZDUGVRI*RG¶VJUDFH
-XGH3HUYHUWLQJWKHJUDFHRI*RG
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)RUJLYHQHVVRI6LQV
Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins
are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does
not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3VDOP1,9

In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace…
(SKHVLDQV
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
:KDWDWUHPHQGRXVEOHVVLQJLWLVWRKDYHRXUVLQVIRUJLYHQE\
*RG  :KDW D PDUYHORXV VDFULILFH -HVXV PDGH VR WKDW ZH
FRXOGEHIRUJLYHQ+RZZRQGHUIXOLV*RG¶VJUDFH
)RUJLYLQJ RWKHUV ZKHQ WKH\ VLQ DJDLQVW XV LV VRPHWKLQJ ZH
DUHLQGLYLGXDOO\UHVSRQVLEOHIRUGRLQJ SHUFKDSWHU %XW
XV IRUJLYLQJ HDFK RWKHU GRHVQ¶W VDYH XV LW LV *RG¶V
IRUJLYHQHVV RI XV WKDW PDNHV VDOYDWLRQ SRVVLEOH  7KLV LV
VRPHWKLQJRQO\*RGFDQGR
:H VKRXOG NHHS LQ PLQG WKDW IRUJLYHQHVV RI RXU VLQV LV
SRVVLEOHRQO\EHFDXVH-HVXVVKHGKLVEORRGIRUXV
…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness
of sins.
+HEUHZV
For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to
take away sins.
+HEUHZV
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he
gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many
for the forgiveness of sins.”
0DWWKHZ
,W LV EHFDXVH RI *RG¶V JUDFH EHFDXVH RI -HVXV VKHGGLQJ KLV
EORRGWKDWRXUVLQVFDQEHIRUJLYHQ7KHUHLVQRWKLQJZHFDQ
GR WR HDUQ IRUJLYHQHVV E\ *RG  ,W LV VRPHWKLQJ ZH UHFHLYH
IUHHO\IURP*RGWKURXJKIDLWKLQ-HVXV
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:KLOH-HVXV¶VDFULILFHLVVXIILFLHQWIRUWKHIRUJLYHQHVVRIDOO
WKH VLQV RI HYHU\RQH LW LV FOHDU WKDW QRW HYHU\RQH¶V VLQV DUH
IRUJLYHQ RU ZLOO EH IRUJLYHQ  )RUJLYHQHVV RI VLQV LV D JLIW
IURP*RGWRWKRVHZKRDUHVDYHGWRWKRVHZKRWXUQWR*RG
LQ UHSHQWDQFH DQG KDYH IDLWK LQ -HVXV SHU FKDSWHU    :H
PXVWHDFKbelieve in the Lord Jesus $FWV IRURXUVLQV
WREHIRUJLYHQRWKHUZLVH*RG¶VZUDWKUHPDLQVRQXV
“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath
-RKQ1,9
remains on him.”
)XUWKHU LI RU ZKHQ  ZH VLQ DIWHU EHFRPLQJ IROORZHUV RI
-HVXVZHDUHWRFRQIHVVRXUVLQVWR*RG
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
-RKQ

)LQDOO\IRUJLYHQHVVRIVLQVLVFHQWUDOWRWKHJRRGQHZVWKDWLV
WREHSUHDFKHG
Then he opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem.”
/XNH
7KDQN\RX*RGIRUIRUJLYLQJDOORXUVLQVWKURXJK-HVXV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ)RULI\RXIRUJLYHPHQZKHQWKH\VLQ«
0DUN/XNH³:KRFDQIRUJLYHVLQV«"´
$FWV)RUJLYHQHVVRIVLQVWKURXJKKLVQDPH
$FWV7KDWWKH\PD\UHFHLYHIRUJLYHQHVVRIVLQV
&RORVVLDQV)RUKHKDVUHVFXHGXV«
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6HW)UHH)URP6LQ
We know that our old self was crucified with him in order
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we
would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died
has been set free from sin.
5RPDQV
For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the
life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Let
not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you
obey its passions.
5RPDQV
We know that everyone who has been born of God does not
keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him,
and the evil one does not touch him. We know that we are
from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil
-RKQ
one.
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
3ULRUWREHLQJborn of GodZHZHUHDOOXQGHU the power of
the evil oneZHZHUH enslaved to sin. 7KURXJKUHSHQWDQFH
DQGIDLWK FKDSWHU ZHDUHborn of God,DQGset free from
sin
)RUJLYHQHVV RI VLQ LV SULPDULO\ DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK -HVXV¶ VKHG
EORRG SHUWKHSUHYLRXVFKDSWHU +RZHYHUGHOLYHUDQFHIURP
WKHSRZHURIVLQLVSULPDULO\DVVRFLDWHGZLWK-HVXV¶GHDWKDQG
UHVXUUHFWLRQ  :H HVSHFLDOO\ IRFXV RQ WKH GHDWK RI -HVXV LQ
WKLV FKDSWHU DQG KRZ EHLQJ XQLWHG ZLWK -HVXV LQ KLV GHDWK
VHWVXVIUHHIURPVLQ¶VSRZHU
)UHHGRPIURPVLQLVSULPDULO\SDUWRI*RG¶VJUDFH7KURXJK
-HVXV*RGKDVVHWKLVSHRSOHIUHHIURPVLQ¶VGRPLQLRQ7KH
SRZHURIVLQKDVEHHQEURNHQ+RZHYHUZHPXVWVWLOOOHDUQ
KRZ DQG FKRRVH WR OLYH DV VHUYDQWV RI *RG UDWKHU WKDQ
VHUYDQWVRIVLQDVVFULSWXUHHPSKDVL]HVLQ5RPDQV
,GHQWLI\LQJ RXUVHOYHV ZLWK -HVXV¶ GHDWK DQG UHVXUUHFWLRQ
VROYHVWKHSUREOHPRIVLQ¶VGRPLQLRQRYHUXVWe know that
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our old self was crucified with him 5RPDQV +LVGHDWKLV
RXURZQGHDWKVHWWLQJXVIUHHIURPWKHGRPLQLRQRIVLQ
For one who has died has been set free from sin.
5RPDQV

3DXO¶V OHWWHU WR WKH 5RPDQV LQGLFDWHV VRPH NH\ SRLQWV WR
PDNHIUHHGRPIURPVLQ¶VGRPLQLRQDSUDFWLFDOUHDOLW\
x :HPXVWknowWKHVHWKLQJV SHU5RPDQVDERYH 
x :H PXVW LGHQWLI\ RXUVHOYHV ZLWK -HVXV¶ GHDWK DQG
UHVXUUHFWLRQ
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus.
5RPDQV
x :HDUHWRSUHVHQWRXUVHOYHVWR*RG
Do not present your members to sin as instruments for
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death to life, and your
members to God as instruments for righteousness.
5RPDQV

x :HDUHWRZDONLQQHZQHVVRIOLIH
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.
5RPDQV
,I \RX QHHG DGGLWLRQDO KHOS WR OLYH IUHH IURP VLQ¶V SRZHU
SOHDVHUHIHUWRWKHERRNVUHIHUHQFHGEHORZ 
7KDQN\RX*RGIRUVHWWLQJXVIUHHIURPVLQWKURXJK-HVXV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
-RKQ(YHU\RQHZKRSUDFWLFHVVLQLVDVODYHWRVLQ
5RPDQVFKDSWHUVWR6LQDQGULJKWHRXVQHVV
*DODWLDQV&KULVWKDVVHWXVIUHH
&RORVVLDQV)RU\RXKDYHGLHG
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³7KH%RQGDJH%UHDNHU´E\1HLO$QGHUVRQ
%RRN 5HIHUHQFH  ³7KH 6HFUHW RI WKH &URVV´ E\ $QGUHZ
0XUUD\DGD\GHYRWLRQDODYDLODEOHIUHHRQWKHLQWHUQHW
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%RUQRI*RG
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been
born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves
whoever has been born of him.
-RKQ
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive
him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
the will of man, but of God.
-RKQ
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead…
3HWHU1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
1RW RQO\ DUH RXU VLQV IRUJLYHQ WKURXJK *RG¶V JUDFH SHU
FKDSWHU   DQG ZH DUH GHOLYHUHG IURP WKH SRZHU RI VLQ
FKDSWHU EXWZHDOVRKDYHQHZOLIHIURP*RG:KHQZH
DUHVDYHGZHDUHborn of God. 7KLVnew birthLVJLYHQWRXV
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
3HWHU %HFDXVH-HVXVURVHIURPWKHGHDGDOOZKRIROORZ
KLP DUH JLYHQ QHZ OLIH  7KH VSLULWXDO GHDWK ZH LQKHULWHG
IURP$GDP FKDSWHU LVUHSODFHGZLWKVSLULWXDOOLIH
7KHQHHGIRUQHZVSLULWXDOOLIHLQXVVKRXOGEHDSSDUHQWIURP
WKHGRPLQLRQRIVLQLQRXUOLYHVEHIRUHZHDUHVDYHG
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and
sins…
(SKHVLDQV1,9
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
(SKHVLDQV1,9
saved.
7KHDEVROXWHQHHGWREHborn againLVPDGHFOHDUE\-HVXV
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“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”
-RKQ
7KHH[SHULHQFHRIEHLQJ“born again”RU“born of God”RU
“made alive with Christ” HWF  YDULHV ZLGHO\ DPRQJ
EHOLHYHUV  )RU VRPH LW LV D VXGGHQ G\QDPLF H[SHULHQFH
UHVXOWLQJIURPDGHILQLWHGHFLVLRQ)RURWKHUVLWPD\DSSHDU
WREHDPRUHJUDGXDOSURFHVV)RUHYHU\RQHWKHSDWKWREHLQJ
ERUQ DJDLQ LQFOXGHV VRPHKRZ WXUQLQJ WR *RG UHSHQWDQFH 
DQGVRPHKRZGHYHORSLQJIDLWKLQ-HVXV SHUFKDSWHU 
-XVW KRZ new birth KDSSHQV LV QRW YHU\ FOHDU LQ VFULSWXUH
-HVXVFRPSDUHVEHLQJborn againWRWKHZLQG:HPD\QRW
XQGHUVWDQGLWEXWZHDUHDZDUHWKDWLWKDSSHQV
“You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must
be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases.
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes
from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of
the Spirit.”
-RKQ1,9
:KDW DERXW \RX"  +DYH \RX EHHQ born of God"  ,I QRW RU
\RX¶UH QRW VXUH , UHFRPPHQG WKDW \RX UHYLHZ FKDSWHU 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?”
,I \RX DUH DOUHDG\ born of God WKHQ MRLQ PH LQ VD\LQJ
7KDQN\RX*RGIRUPDNLQJXValive with Christ

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
5RPDQV'HDWKWKURXJK$GDPOLIHWKURXJK-HVXV
5RPDQV%URXJKWIURPGHDWKWROLIH
&RULQWKLDQV$QHZFUHDWLRQ
(SKHVLDQV'HDGLQVLQPDGHDOLYHZLWK&KULVW
7LWXV7KHZDVKLQJRIUHJHQHUDWLRQ
3HWHU<RXKDYHEHHQERUQDJDLQ
-RKQ%RUQRI*RG
-RKQ3DVVHGIURPGHDWKWROLIH
-RKQ+HZKRKDVWKH6RQKDVOLIH

82

Foundations for Eternal Life

&KDSWHU

7KH*LIWRIWKH+RO\6SLULW
John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water,
but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and with fire.”
/XNH
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart
will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about
the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive,
for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was
not yet glorified.
-RKQ
“Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what
you now see and hear.”
$FWV1,9
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

$FWV

:KDWDPDUYHORXVJLIWWKH+RO\6SLULWLV«WKH6SLULWRI*RG
OLYLQJLQXV+RZPDUYHORXVLV*RG¶VJUDFH
7KHJLIWRIWKH+RO\6SLULWLVIRUDOOEHOLHYHUV
“For the promise is for you and for your children and
for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to himself.”
$FWV
7KH SRXULQJ RXW RI WKH +RO\ 6SLULW LV GRQH E\ -HVXV DQG LV
WKHUHVXOWRI-HVXVEHLQJ“exalted to the right hand of God”
SHU$FWVDERYH 
,QZKDWZD\VGRHVWKH+RO\6SLULWKHOSXV"
“…the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that I have said to you.”
-RKQ
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Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the
things freely given us by God.
&RULQWKLDQV
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
&RULQWKLDQV
Lord is, there is freedom.
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being…
(SKHVLDQV1,9

)URP WKHVH YHUVHV ZH VHH WKDW WKH +RO\ 6SLULW WHDFKHV XV
UHPLQGVXVKHOSVRXUXQGHUVWDQGLQJEULQJVXVIUHHGRPDQG
JLYHVXVSRZHU
7KH+RO\6SLULWDOVRJLYHVVSHFLDODELOLWLHVWR*RG¶VSHRSOH
DVLQGLFDWHGLQVW&RULQWKLDQVFKDSWHU,WLVLPSRUWDQWWR
XQGHUVWDQGWKDWWKHVHDELOLWLHVRUJLIWVDUHQRWDOOJLYHQWRDOO
EHOLHYHUVEXWUDWKHU“he gives them to each one, just as he
determines” &RULQWKLDQV1,9 6RPHSHRSOHWHDFKWKDW
WKH+RO\6SLULWJLYHVDSDUWLFXODUJLIWWRDOOWUXHEHOLHYHUVRU
WKDWVRPHRIWKHJLIWVDUHQRORQJHUJLYHQWRDQ\RQH,SUHIHU
VLPSO\“he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”
6HHFKDSWHU“Different Gifts”IRUPRUHRQWKLVVXEMHFW
7KDQN\RX*RGIRUWKHJLIWRIWKH+RO\6SLULW

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
/XNH*LYLQJWKH+RO\6SLULWWRWKRVHZKRDVN
-RKQ7KH+HOSHU
-RKQ³5HFHLYHWKH+RO\6SLULW´
$FWV7KH+RO\6SLULWDW3HQWHFRVW
&RULQWKLDQV<RXDUH*RG¶VWHPSOH
(SK$VHDODQGDGHSRVLW $OVR&RU 
-RKQ $QRLQWHGE\WKH+RO\2QH
-RKQ7HVWWKHVSLULWV
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³6HFUHW3RZHU´RU³7KH6HFUHWRI6XFFHVV
LQ&KULVWLDQ/LIHDQG:RUN´E\'/0RRG\ WKHVDPHERRN
WZRGLIIHUHQWWLWOHV $YDLODEOHIUHHRQWKHLQWHUQHW
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2QH%RG\
Just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, so in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others.
5RPDQV1,9
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members
of it.
&RULQWKLDQV
This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members
of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel.
(SKHVLDQV
Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you
speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one
of another.
(SKHVLDQV
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
%\ *RG¶V JUDFH IROORZHUV RI -HVXV DUH PHPEHUV RI WKH
JUHDWHVWRUJDQL]DWLRQRQHDUWKthe body of Christ.
,W LV FRPPRQ IRU XV WR WKLQN WKDW WKH SULPDU\ EHQHILWV RI
VDOYDWLRQUHODWHWRZKDW*RGGRHVIRUXVIRUJLYHQHVVRIVLQ
IUHHGRP IURP VLQ¶V SRZHU HWHUQDO OLIH DQG RWKHU EOHVVLQJV
WKDWDUHRXUVLQ&KULVW:HDUHVORZHUWRXQGHUVWDQGWKDWE\
IROORZLQJ-HVXVZHHDFKKDYHEHFRPHSDUWRIWKHZRUOGZLGH
body of ChristDQGeach member belongs to all the others.
, OLNH WR WKLQN RI WKLV one body WHDFKLQJ WKLV ZD\  :H DUH
HDFK SDUW RI D KXJH IDPLO\ *RG¶V IDPLO\ DQG ZH DUH HDFK
UHVSRQVLEOHWRKHOSDQGHQFRXUDJHRQHDQRWKHU
%HLQJ PHPEHUV RI RQH ERG\ LV FRQWUDU\ WR QRUPDO KXPDQ
GLYLVLRQV$VVFULSWXUHVD\V
There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
*DODWLDQV1,9

“Neither Jew nor Greek” LQGLFDWHV WKDW FXOWXUDO DQG
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UHOLJLRXV EDFNJURXQGV VKRXOG QRW GLYLGH XV  “Slave nor
free”LQGLFDWHVWKDWVXFKWKLQJVDVSRVLWLRQDQGFODVVVKRXOG
QRW GLYLGH XV  “Male nor female” LQGLFDWHV WKDW JHQGHU
VKRXOGQRWGLYLGHXV
&RQVLGHU VRPH RWKHU GLVWLQFWLRQV WKDW , EHOLHYH VKRXOG QRW
GLYLGH *RG¶V WUXH SHRSOH  DJH ZHDOWK RU SRYHUW\ SK\VLFDO
DELOLWLHV RU GLVDELOLWLHV PHQWDO DELOLWLHV RU GLVDELOLWLHV
HGXFDWLRQ QDWLRQDOLW\ VFKRRO DIILOLDWLRQV VRFLDO DIILOLDWLRQV
FKXUFKDIILOLDWLRQVDQGWKHRORJLFDOGLIIHUHQFHV
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ *RG¶V SHRSOH RIWHQ DSSHDU WR EH GLYLGHG E\
RQH RU PRUH RI WKH DERYH GLVWLQFWLRQV  'HDU )ULHQGV WKLV
VKRXOGQRWEH-HVXVVDLG
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.”
-RKQ
0D\*RGJLYHXVDOOGLVFHUQPHQWWRWXUQDZD\IURPXQJRGO\
GLYLVLRQVDQGWRORYHDQGVHUYHRQHDQRWKHUDV“one body.”
7KDQN\RX*RGIRUPDNLQJXV\RXUSHRSOHone body

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
-RKQ2QHIORFN
-RKQ6RWKDWWKH\PD\EHRQH
5RPDQV$VVRFLDWHZLWKWKHORZO\
5RPDQV:DWFKRXWIRUWKRVHZKRFDXVHGLYLVLRQV
&RULQWKLDQV2QHEUHDGRQHERG\
&RULQWKLDQV2QHERG\PDQ\PHPEHUV
&RULQWKLDQV$QRIIHULQJIRU*RG¶VSHRSOH
(SKHVLDQV2QHERG\DQGRQH6SLULW
&RORVVLDQV1R*UHHNRU-HZ«
-DPHV6KRZQRSDUWLDOLW\
-RKQ:HOFRPLQJWKHEURWKHUV
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(YHU\6SLULWXDO%OHVVLQJ
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ.
(SKHVLDQV1,9
His divine power has given us everything we need for life
and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us
by his own glory and goodness.
3HWHU1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
*RG¶VJUDFHJLYHQWRWKRVHZKRIROORZ-HVXVLQFOXGHV“every
spiritual blessing in Christ.” :KDW DUH VRPH RI WKHVH
VSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJV":HKDYHDOLVWLQ(SKHVLDQV
x …he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before him.
(SKHVLDQV

%HIRUHFUHDWLRQ*RGFKRVHWKDWZHKLVSHRSOHZRXOGEH
holy and blameless before him. 7KLV ULJKWHRXV VWDWH
EHIRUH*RGLVPDGHSRVVLEOHE\RWKHUVSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJV
IRUJLYHQHVVRIRXUVLQVWKURXJK-HVXV¶VKHGEORRGDQGWKH
ZDVKLQJRIUHELUWKDQGUHQHZDOE\WKH+RO\6SLULW
x In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ…
(SKHVLDQV
$OOZKRIROORZ-HVXVDUHpredestinedWREHDGRSWHGDVKLV
VRQV DSSDUHQWO\ LQ WKH VDPH VHQVH DV LQ 5RPDQV 
“…as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies.”
x In him we have redemption through his blood, the
(SKHVLDQV
forgiveness of our trespasses…
$OO ZKR IROORZ -HVXV KDYH EHHQ UHGHHPHG  :H DUH QR
ORQJHUORVWDQGFRQGHPQHGRXUVLQVKDYHEHHQIRUJLYHQ
DVGLVFXVVHGLQFKDSWHU -HVXVVKHGKLVEORRGIRUPH
DQGIRU\RXWRJLYHXVWKLVVSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJ
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x And he made known to us the mystery of his will…
(SKHVLDQV1,9

0XFKWKDWZDVKLGGHQGXULQJ2OG7HVWDPHQWWLPHVLVQRZ
PDGHNQRZQ:HQRZXQGHUVWDQGWKDW*RG¶VSXUSRVHLV
“to bring all things in heaven and on earth together
under one head, even Christ.” (SKHVLDQV1,9 
x In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works
all things according to the counsel of his will…
(SKHVLDQV

:H DUH “predestined” WR D IXWXUH “inheritance.” $V
3HWHU  VD\V  :H KDYH “an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven
for you…”6HHFKDSWHU“Your Reward in Heaven”IRU
PRUHRQWKLVVXEMHFW
x In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory.
(SKHVLDQV
$V ZH VDZ LQ FKDSWHU  WKH +RO\ 6SLULW WHDFKHV XV
UHPLQGV XV KHOSV RXU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ EULQJV XV IUHHGRP
DQG JLYHV XV SRZHU  7KH +RO\ 6SLULW DOVR LV the guarantee of our inheritance.
7KDQN\RX*RGIRUEOHVVLQJXVin the heavenly realms with
every spiritual blessing in Christ

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
(SKHVLDQV7KHZKROHSDVVDJHRQVSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJV
5RPDQV*UDFLRXVO\JLYHVXVDOOWKLQJV
3HWHU+HKDVJLYHQXVQHZELUWKLQWRDOLYLQJKRSH
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7KLQJV*RGDQG:H'R


7KHUH DUH VRPH WKLQJV WKDW VFULSWXUH DSSHDUV WR
LQGLFDWH DUH VKDUHG UHVSRQVLELOLW\  6RPH YHUVHV
LQGLFDWH WKDW *RG SOD\V D SDUW DQG RWKHU YHUVHV
LQGLFDWH WKDW ZH DUH WR SOD\ D SDUW  ,W LV LPSRUWDQW
WKDW ZH WDNH DQ DFWLYH UROH LQ VXFK WKLQJV ZKLOH
EHLQJDZDUHWKDW*RGLVDOVRLQYROYHG
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)DLWK
And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.” 0DUN
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
5RPDQV
measure of faith that God has assigned.
“I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must
turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord
Jesus.”
$FWV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
,QFKDSWHUZHVDZWKDWERWKUHSHQWDQFHDQGIDLWKLQ-HVXV
DUHQHFHVVDU\IRUVDOYDWLRQ/HW¶VORRNPRUHFORVHO\DWIDLWK
:KDWLVIDLWK"
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain
of what we do not see.
+HEUHZV1,9
)URP WKLV YHUVH ZH XQGHUVWDQG WKDW IDLWK LV ILUP EHOLHI LQ
WKLQJVZHFDQ¶WGLUHFWO\VHHRUWRXFK,WLQFOXGHVEHOLHYLQJLQ
IXWXUHWKLQJV “what we hope for” DQGEHOLHYLQJLQSUHVHQW
VSLULWXDOUHDOLWLHV “what we do not see” :HVHHWKLVVDPH
GXDOLW\LQ+HEUHZV
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
+HEUHZV

7KLV YHUVH LQGLFDWHV WKDW WR SOHDVH *RG ZH PXVW believe
ERWK “that he exists” HYHQ WKRXJK ZH GR QRW VHH KLP
SUHVHQWO\  DQG WKDW *RG “rewards those who seek him”
VRPHWKLQJWKDWZLOOKDSSHQLQWKHIXWXUH 
)DLWK LV LQYROYHG LQ EHOLHYLQJ WUXWKV UHYHDOHG LQ VFULSWXUH
VXFK DV  -HVXV LV WKH 6RQ RI *RG -HVXV GLHG IRU RXU VLQV
URVHIURPWKHGHDGDQGDVFHQGHGWRKHDYHQDQGDOOZKRWXUQ
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WR*RGLQUHSHQWDQFHDQGKDYHIDLWKLQ-HVXVZLOOEHVDYHG
7UXH IDLWK LV DFFRPSDQLHG E\ DFWLRQ  :H VHH WKLV LQ
+HEUHZV  ZKHUH PDQ\ SHRSOH DUH OLVWHG ZKR “by faith”
GLGWKLQJVWKDWSOHDVHG*RG7UXHIDLWKLQ-HVXVOHDGVSHRSOH
WR FRPH WR -HVXV WUXVW LQ -HVXV DQG IROORZ -HVXV  -DPHV
FDOOVIDLWKWKDWLVQRWDFFRPSDQLHGE\DFWLRQ“dead”
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has
faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things
needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
-DPHV
7UXHIDLWKORRNVDKHDGWREHWWHUWKLQJVLQWKHOLIHWRFRPH
QRWIRFXVLQJMXVWRQEHQHILWVLQWKLVOLIH
All these people were still living by faith when they died.
They did not receive the things promised; they only saw
them and welcomed them from a distance. And they
admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.
People who say such things show that they are looking
for a country of their own. If they had been thinking of
the country they had left, they would have had
opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a
better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a
city for them.
+HEUHZV1,9
6RPHEHQHILWVRIIDLWKDUH
x :HDUHVDYHGE\*RG¶VJUDFHWKURXJKIDLWK
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast. (SKHVLDQV
x 7UXHULJKWHRXVQHVVFRPHVWKURXJKIDLWK
For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed,
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a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as
it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
5RPDQV1,9

x :HDUHSURWHFWHGE\*RG¶VSRZHUWKURXJKIDLWK
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us
to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time.
3HWHU
x )DLWKIUHHVXVIURPIHDU
And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
“Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was
a great calm. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid?
Have you still no faith?”
0DUN
In him and through faith in him we may approach God
with freedom and confidence.
(SKHVLDQV1,9
x )DLWKOHDGVWRKHDOLQJPLUDFOHVDQGVSLULWXDOYLFWRU\
Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart,
daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly
the woman was made well.
0DWWKHZ
And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic,
0DUN
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”
And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you
have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what
has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this
mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will
0DWWKHZ
happen.”
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith.
-RKQ
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)LQDOO\RXUIDLWKVKRXOGEHJURZLQJRYHUWLPH
We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and
rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more,
and the love every one of you has for each other is
7KHVVDORQLDQV
increasing.
:KDWDERXW\RX",V\RXUIDLWKJURZLQJ",IQRWZKDWVKRXOG
\RXFKDQJHLQ\RXUOLIHVRWKDW\RXUIDLWKZLOOJURZ"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DUN$PD]HGE\WKHLUXQEHOLHI
0DUN5HEXNHGIRUXQEHOLHI
$FWV6DQFWLILHGE\IDLWK
5RPDQV5LJKWHRXVQHVVIURP*RGWKURXJKIDLWK
5RPDQV)DLWKFRPHVIURPKHDULQJ
*DODWLDQV-XVWLILHGE\IDLWK
(SKHVLDQV7DNHXSWKHVKLHOGRIIDLWK
3KLOLSSLDQV5LJKWHRXVQHVVIURP*RGE\IDLWK
7KHVVDORQLDQV6XSSO\ZKDWLVODFNLQJLQIDLWK
7KHVVDORQLDQV3XWWLQJRQIDLWK
7LPRWK\6KLSZUHFNHGIDLWK
7LPRWK\3XUVXHIDLWK
7LPRWK\)DLWKGHVWUR\HG
7LPRWK\3XUVXHIDLWK
+HEUHZV7KHIDLWKKDOORIIDPH
+HEUHZV-HVXVWKHDXWKRUDQGSHUIHFWHURIRXUIDLWK
3HWHU0DNHHYHU\HIIRUWWRDGGWR\RXUIDLWK«
%RRN 5HIHUHQFH  ³%HQHDWK )RXQGDWLRQV IRU (WHUQDO /LIH´
E\7KRPDV(GHO3DUWGLVFXVVHVWKHQDWXUHRIIDLWK$IUHH
HERRNYHUVLRQPD\EHDYDLODEOHDW6KDORP.RLQRQLDRUJ
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+RSH
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.
5RPDQV
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed
within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God.
3VDOP1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
+RSH KDV WR GR ZLWK VRPHWKLQJ LQ WKH IXWXUH WKDW ZH ORRN
IRUZDUG WR EXW GRQ¶W \HW KDYH  :H VKRXOG GLVWLQJXLVK
EHWZHHQWZRNLQGVRIKRSH
+RSHLQWKLQJVWKDWDUHFHUWDLQDQG
+RSHLQWKLQJVWKDWDUHQRWFHUWDLQ
:HRIWHQKRSHIRUWKLQJVWKDWDUHQRWFHUWDLQVXFKDVKRSLQJ
IRU KHDOWK DQG EHDXW\ IRU LQFUHDVHG ZHDOWK RU LPSURYHG
UHODWLRQVKLSV  :KLOH LW¶V QRW ZURQJ WR KRSH IRU WKHVH NLQGV
RI WKLQJV VFULSWXUH HQFRXUDJHV XV WR SXW RXU KRSH LQ WKLQJV
WKDWDUHFHUWDLQ/HW¶VFRQVLGHUWZRSULQFLSOHV
),567  2XU KRSH VKRXOG EH LQ *RG DQG LQ KLV VWHDGIDVW
ORYHWKDWKHZLOOSURYLGHIRUXVDQGGHOLYHUXV
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is
steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption.
3VDOP

…the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in
those who hope in his steadfast love.
3VDOP
Command those who are rich in this present world not
to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is
so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.
7LPRWK\1,9

6(&21'2XUXOWLPDWHKRSHLVIRUWKHOLIHWRFRPHHWHUQDO
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OLIHZLWK*RGIUHHIURPWKHGLIILFXOWLHVRIWKLVOLIH
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for
the faith of God’s elect and the knowledge of the truth
that leads to godliness—a faith and knowledge resting
on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie,
promised before the beginning of time… 7LWXV1,9
…so that being justified by his grace we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
7LWXV
If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be
pitied more than all men.
&RULQWKLDQV1,9
:KDWDERXW\RX",V\RXUKRSHLQ*RGLQKLVVWHDGIDVWORYH
DQGLQWKHOLIHWRFRPH"2ULV\RXUKRSHLQVRPHWKLQJHOVH"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
3VDOP7KRVHZKRKRSHLQKLVVWHDGIDVWORYH
3VDOP:KRVHKRSHLVLQWKH/25'KLV*RG
3URYHUEV+LVKRSHSHULVKHV
5RPDQV6XIIHULQJSURGXFHVKRSH
5RPDQV)RULQWKLVKRSHZHZHUHVDYHG
5RPDQV5HMRLFHLQKRSH
5RPDQV6RWKDWZHPLJKWKDYHKRSH
5RPDQV$ERXQGZLWKKRSH
(SKHVLDQV7KHKRSHWRZKLFKKHKDVFDOOHG\RX
(SKHVLDQV)RUPHUO\ZLWKRXWKRSH
7KHVVDORQLDQV6WHDGIDVWQHVVRIKRSH
7LPRWK\+RSHLQWKHOLYLQJ*RG
+HEUHZV+RSHDVDQDQFKRUIRUWKHVRXO
+HEUHZV6XUHRIZKDWZHKRSHIRU
3HWHU1HZELUWKLQWRDOLYLQJKRSH
-RKQ:HVKDOOEHOLNHKLP
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&KDSWHU

/RYH
We know that we have passed out of death into life,
because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love
abides in death.
-RKQ
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God
is love.
-RKQ
We love because he first loved us.

-RKQ

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured
out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has
given us.
5RPDQV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
,QFKDSWHUVDQGZHIRFXVHGRQWKHJUHDWHVWFRPPDQGV
/RYH*RGDQGORYH\RXUQHLJKERU,QWKHFRQWH[WRI-HVXV¶
WHDFKLQJWKHHPSKDVLVVHHPVWREHRQRXURZQUHVSRQVLELOLW\
WRFKRRVHWRORYH*RGDQGRWKHUV+RZHYHUWKHUHLVFOHDUO\
DQ DVSHFW RI RXU ORYH WKDW LV *RG¶V GRLQJ  $V WKH DERYH
YHUVHV LQGLFDWH RXU ORYH IRU RQH DQRWKHU KDV LWV VRXUFH LQ
*RG¶V ORYH DQG LV WLHG FORVHO\ ZLWK WKH VDOYDWLRQ KH KDV
IUHHO\JLYHQXV
/RYHLVOLVWHGILUVWLQGHVFULELQJWKH“fruit”RIWKH+RO\6SLULW
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is no law.
*DODWLDQV

&OHDUO\ZLWKRXWWKH+RO\6SLULWZHFRXOGQRWORYHRWKHUVDV
ZHRXJKWWR/LNHZLVHZHPXVWDELGHLQ-HVXVLQRUGHUWREH
IUXLWIXO
“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides
in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing.”
-RKQ
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2XUORYHLVQRW\HWZKDWLWZLOOEHDVLWVKRXOGEHLQFUHDVLQJ
RYHUWLPH
May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for
each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for
7KHVVDORQLDQV1,9
you.
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers,
as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly,
and the love of every one of you for one another is
7KHVVDORQLDQV
increasing.
/RYLQJRWKHUVLVDOVRVRPHWKLQJZHDUHWDXJKWE\*RGWRGR
Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you,
for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each
other.
7KHVVDORQLDQV1,9
:HVKRXOGNHHSLQPLQGWKDWUHOLJLRXVDFWLRQVWKDWDSSHDUWR
EHEDVHGRQORYHPD\DFWXDOO\FRPHIURPRWKHUPRWLYHV
If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
&RULQWKLDQV

:KDW DERXW \RX"  ,V ORYH DSSDUHQW LQ \RXU OLIH"  ,V LW
LQFUHDVLQJRYHUWLPH"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
&RULQWKLDQV7KH/RYH&KDSWHU3UD\HUIXOO\FRQVLGHU
ZKDW DVSHFW RI ORYH \RX DUH ZHDNHVW LQ  &RQVLGHU DVNLQJ
*RGWRKHOS\RXWRORYHRWKHUVEHWWHU
3KLOLSSLDQV3UD\LQJIRUORYHWRDERXQG
7LPRWK\*RGJDYHXVDVSLULWRIORYH
+HEUHZV6SXURQHDQRWKHURQWRZDUGORYH
3HWHU6LQFHUHEURWKHUO\ORYH
3HWHU$ERYHDOOORYH
3HWHU0DNHHYHU\HIIRUWWRDGGWR\RXUIDLWKORYH
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&KDSWHU

:DONE\WKH6SLULW
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against
the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh,
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing
the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit,
you are not under the law.
*DODWLDQV
And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit,
let us also walk by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another, envying one another.
*DO
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
*RG JUDFLRXVO\ JLYHVWKH +RO\ 6SLULW WR KLV SHRSOH  7KLV LV
SDUWRIKLVJUDFHWRXV SHUFKDSWHU“The Gift of the Holy
Spirit” <HWWKHDERYHYHUVHVLQGLFDWHWKDWZHKDYHDSDUWWR
SOD\WKDWZHDUHWR“walk by the Spirit.”
%HLQJ ³VDYHG´ WKURXJK UHSHQWDQFH DQG IDLWK FKDSWHU  
GRHVQRWQHFHVVDULO\UHVXOWLQRXWZDUGULJKWHRXVQHVV7KHUH
LV D SURFHVV RI JURZLQJ LQ &KULVW RI EHFRPLQJ VSLULWXDO RI
OHDUQLQJ WR walk by the Spirit  3DXO VSHDNV RI KRZ *RG¶V
SHRSOHFDQEHof the fleshUDWKHUWKDQspiritual
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual
people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I
fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready
for it. And even now you are not yet ready, for you are
still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only
in a human way?
&RULQWKLDQV
:DONLQJ E\ WKH 6SLULW LV QRW JUHDWHU VHOIHIIRUW  1RU LV LW
EHLQJ ³FRQWUROOHG´ E\ WKH +RO\ 6SLULW ZLWK XV SOD\LQJ QR
SDUW5HFDOOIURPFKDSWHUWKDWWKH+RO\6SLULWWHDFKHVXV
UHPLQGVXVKHOSVRXUXQGHUVWDQGLQJEULQJVXVIUHHGRPDQG
JLYHVXVSRZHU*DODWLDQV DERYH VSHDNVRIEHLQJ“led
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by the Spirit,”DVGRHVWKHERRNRI5RPDQVFor all who are
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God 5RPDQV  
%HLQJled by the SpiritLQYROYHVFKRRVLQJWRIROORZWKH6SLULW
RI *RG JLYLQJ XS RXU RZQ SULRULWLHV IRU *RG¶V SULRULWLHV
GRLQJWKLQJVKLVZD\UDWKHUWKDQRXURZQZD\
$ IDLOXUH WR walk by the Spirit FDQ UHVXOW LQ ERQGDJH WR VLQ
DQGRWKHUV\PSWRPVRIVSLULWXDOZHDNQHVV7KHDSRVWOH3DXO
GLVFXVVHGKLVRZQSUREOHPLQWKLVDUHDLQ5RPDQVFKDSWHU
,I\RXILQG\RXUVHOIQRWGRLQJZKDW\RXZDQWEXWGRLQJWKH
YHU\ WKLQJV \RX KDWH 5RPDQV   WKHQ , UHFRPPHQG WKDW
\RX SUD\HUIXOO\ FRQVLGHU 5RPDQV FKDSWHUV  WR  DOVR
FRQVLGHUWKHERRNVUHIHUHQFHGEHORZ 

$V ZH walk by the Spirit WKH “fruit of the Spirit” ZLOO
EHFRPH DSSDUHQW LQ RXU OLYHV DV GLVFXVVHG LQ WKH QH[W
FKDSWHU6XFFHVVIXOO\ZDONLQJE\WKH6SLULWZLOODOVRUHVXOWLQ
WKHSUDFWLFDOUHDOL]DWLRQRIWKHWUXWKVVSRNHQRILQ5RPDQV
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the
flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit.
5RPDQV
7KDQN\RX/RUGIRUWKHYLFWRU\WKDWLVRXUVDVZHwalk by
the Spirit

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
5RPDQV7KHQHZZD\RIWKH6SLULW
5RPDQV7KH6SLULWDQGWKHIOHVK
&RULQWKLDQV7KH6SLULWZKRLVIURP*RG
*DODWLDQV7KH6SLULWWKHODZDQGWKHIOHVK
%RRN5HIHUHQFHV³:DONLQJLQWKH6SLULW´E\.HQQHWK%HUGLQJ
³6HFUHW3RZHU´E\'/0RRG\ DYDLODEOHIUHHRQWKHLQWHUQHW 
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&KDSWHU

)UXLWRIWKH6SLULW
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law.
*DODWLDQV
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience.
&RORVVLDQV1,9
“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

-RKQ

%\ *RG¶V JUDFH DV ZH walk by the Spirit WKH +RO\ 6SLULW
HQDEOHV XV WR EHDU WKH fruit of the Spirit DV OLVWHG LQ
*DODWLDQVDERYH0DQ\KDYHQRWHGWKDWWKLVSDVVDJH
VSHDNV RI WKH “fruit” of the Spirit QRW WKH ³IUXLWV´ RI WKH
6SLULW VLQJXODUQRWSOXUDO 7KHSRLQWKHUHLVWKDWDOORIWKH
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV OLVWHG VKRXOG EH DSSDUHQW LQ RXU OLYHV DV ZH
IROORZ -HVXV  The fruit of the Spirit LV QRW OLNH YDULRXV
DELOLWLHV RU ³JLIWV´  JLYHQ E\ *RG ZKLFK DUH GLVWULEXWHG
GLIIHUHQWO\ WR GLIIHUHQW EHOLHYHUV DV GLVFXVVHG LQ WKH QH[W
FKDSWHU 7KHFKDUDFWHULVWLFVOLVWHGDVthe fruit of the Spirit
VKRXOGEHDSSDUHQWLQHYHU\EHOLHYHU¶VOLIHWRVRPHGHJUHH
6FULSWXUH FRQWUDVWV the fruit of the Spirit ZLWK the works of
the flesh
Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery,
enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries,
dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before,
that those who do such things will not inherit the
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kingdom of God.

*DODWLDQV

-HVXVWDXJKWWKDWZHFDQGLVFHUQIDOVHSURSKHWVE\WKHLUIUXLW
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will
recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears
bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can
a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.”
0DWWKHZ

1RWHWKDWLWPD\EHGLIILFXOWWRGLVFHUQDSHUVRQ¶VIUXLWIURP
MXVWRFFDVLRQDOO\REVHUYLQJWKHLUSXEOLFDFWLRQVThe fruit of
the Spirit LV QRW UHOLJLRXV DFWLRQV VXFK DV JLYLQJ WR WKH
QHHG\ SUD\LQJ IDVWLQJ SUHDFKLQJ RU SURSKHV\LQJ GULYLQJ
RXW HYLO VSLULWV RU SHUIRUPLQJ PLUDFOHV VHH 0DWWKHZ 
   $FWLRQV OLNH WKHVH PD\ EH GRQH E\ ERWK WKH VDYHG
DQGWKHORVWDQGDUHQRWDUHOLDEOHLQGLFDWRURIWUXHVDOYDWLRQ
:KDW DERXW \RX"  ,V \RXU OLIH FKDUDFWHUL]HG E\ the fruit of
the SpiritRUE\the works of the flesh"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWW0DNHDWUHHJRRGDQGLWVIUXLWZLOOEHJRRG
/XNH(DFKWUHHLVUHFRJQL]HGE\LWVRZQIUXLW
/XNH+HZHQWWRILQGIUXLW
-RKQ7KHEUDQFKFDQQRWEHDUIUXLWE\LWVHOI
5RPDQV%HDUIUXLWIRU*RG
(SKHVLDQV7KHIUXLWRIOLJKW
3KLOLSSLDQV)LOOHGZLWKWKHIUXLWRIULJKWHRXVQHVV
&RORVVLDQV%HDULQJIUXLWLQHYHU\JRRGZRUN
-DPHV)XOORIPHUF\DQGJRRGIUXLWV
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&KDSWHU

'LIIHUHQW*LIWV
We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If
a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to
his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let
him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is
contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously;
if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing
mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
5RPDQV1,9
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve
others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various
forms.
3HWHU1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
*RGJLYHVYDULRXVDELOLWLHV RU³JLIWV´ WRKLVSHRSOH%XWLW
LVXSWRHDFKRIXVWRKXPEO\VHUYHRWKHUVZLWKWKHDELOLWLHV
*RGKDVJLYHQHDFKRIXV
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ KDYLQJ *RGJLYHQ DELOLWLHV GRHV QRW
QHFHVVDULO\ FRUUHODWH ZLWK VSLULWXDO PDWXULW\  7KH FKXUFK DW
&RULQWK DSSHDUV WR EH ZHOOHQGRZHG ZLWK VSLULWXDO JLIWV
&RULQWKLDQV \HW3DXOZULWHVWRWKHP
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual
people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I
fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready
for it. And even now you are not yet ready, for you are
still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife
among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only
in a human way?
&RULQWKLDQV
*RGJLYHQ JLIWV FDQ HDVLO\ EHFRPH D VRXUFH RI VLQIXO SULGH
3DXODOVRZULWHVWRWKH&RULQWKLDQV
For who makes you different from anyone else? What
do you have that you did not receive? And if you did
receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?
&RULQWKLDQV1,9
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6RPH JLIWV IURP *RG DUH JHQHUDOO\ SHUFHLYHG WR EH PRUH
LPSRUWDQW WKDQ RWKHU JLIWV  6FULSWXUH XVHV WKH DQDORJ\ RI D
KXPDQERG\WRHPSKDVL]HWKHYDOXHRIHDFKSHUVRQDQGWKHLU
JLIWLQJZLWKLQWKHERG\RI&KULVW
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of
you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to
be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the
body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater
honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with
greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do
not require. But God has so composed the body, giving
greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be
no division in the body, but that the members may have
the same care for one another.
&RULQWKLDQV
6FULSWXUHHPSKDVL]HVWKHQHHGIRU*RG¶VSHRSOHWRVHUYHRQH
DQRWKHULQORYH:LWKRXWORYHRXUJLIWVDUHRIQREHQHILW
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have
not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And
if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries
and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I
give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be
burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
&RULQWKLDQV

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
$VN*RGIRUGLVFHUQPHQWWRXQGHUVWDQGWKHJLIW RUJLIWV KH
KDVJLYHQ\RXDQGKRZWREHVWVHUYHRWKHUV
([RGXV*RGJLYHVWKHDELOLW\
'HXWHURQRP\*RGJLYHVWKHDELOLW\
&RULQWKWR'LIIHUHQWJLIWVVHUYLFHZRUNLQJV
&RULQWKLDQV3URSHUXVHRIVSLULWXDOJLIWV
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&KDSWHU

/D\LQJRQRI+DQGV
Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about
Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the
foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and
of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of
hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.
And God permitting, we will do so.
+HEUHZV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
7KLVLVRQHRIWKHODVWFKDSWHUVDGGHGWRWKLVERRN«,GLGQ¶W
ZDQW WR GHDO ZLWK WKLV VXEMHFW  6FULSWXUH LQ P\ RSLQLRQ LV
QRWYHU\FOHDUUHJDUGLQJ“laying on of hands.” ,ZDQWHGWR
NHHSWKLVERRNOLPLWHGWRVLPSOHDQGFOHDUVXEMHFWVVXEMHFWV
WKDW , WKLQN , XQGHUVWDQG UHDVRQDEO\ ZHOO  +RZHYHU WKH
DXWKRU RI +HEUHZV OLVWV WKLV VXEMHFW DV RQH RI “the
elementary teachings about Christ” DQG SDUW RI RXU
“foundation” +HEUHZV    :H KDYH DOUHDG\ FRYHUHG WKH
RWKHU VXEMHFWV OLVWHG LQ +HEUHZV   ,I VFULSWXUH FDOOV
laying on of handsHOHPHQWDU\DQGIRXQGDWLRQDOWKHQLWLV
+HUH LV WKH RQO\ 1HZ 7HVWDPHQW LQVWUXFWLRQ , DP DZDUH RI
UHJDUGLQJlaying on of hands
Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part
7LPRWK\
in the sins of others; keep yourself pure.
6FULSWXUHJLYHVXVVHYHUDOJRRGH[DPSOHVRIOD\LQJRQKDQGV
7KHSUDFWLFHLVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKKHDOLQJUHFHLYLQJDVSLULWXDO
JLIW FRPPLVVLRQLQJ SHRSOH IRU VHUYLFH RU LPSDUWLQJ VRPH
RWKHUJUDFHIURP*RG+HUHDUHVRPHVFULSWXUDOH[DPSOHV
“When you bring the Levites before the LORD, the
people of Israel shall lay their hands on the Levites, and
Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD as a wave
offering from the people of Israel, that they may do the
service of the LORD.”
1XPEHUV
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And Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took
Joshua and made him stand before Eleazar the priest and
the whole congregation, and he laid his hands on him and
commissioned him as the LORD directed through Moses.
1XPEHUV

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom,
for Moses had laid his hands on him. So the people of
Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had commanded
Moses.
'HXWHURQRP\
He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on
a few sick people and heal them.
0DUN1,9
When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all
who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on
each one, he healed them.
/XNH1,9
And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,
and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These
they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their
hands on them.
$FWV
Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit.
$FWV1,9
Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a
prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands
7LPRWK\1,9
on you.
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of
God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.
7LPRWK\1,9

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
$VN*RGIRUZLVGRPUHJDUGLQJWKHSURSHUXVHRI“laying on
of hands.”
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3$57

7KLQJV:H6KRXOG127'R


-XVW DV WKHUH DUH WKLQJV *RG FDOOV XV WR '2 DV
GLVFXVVHG LQ 3DUW  WKHUH DUH WKLQJV *RG FDOOV KLV
SHRSOHWR127'2
7KLV LV D VRPHZKDW DZNZDUG VXEMHFW EHFDXVH SDUW
RIEHLQJVDYHGLVQRORQJHUEHLQJXQGHUODZ:HQR
ORQJHU OLYH RXU OLYHV VLPSO\ EDVHG RQ ³'R WKLV´ RU
³'RQ¶W GR WKDW´  :H DUH FDOOHG WR ZDON E\ WKH
6SLULWQRWWKHODZ<HWWKH1HZ7HVWDPHQWFOHDUO\
LQGLFDWHVDFWLRQVWKDWDUHLQFRQVLVWHQWZLWKIROORZLQJ
-HVXV,I\RXUOLIHLVFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\WKLQJVWKDWDUH
FRQWUDU\WRVDOYDWLRQWKHQLWPD\EHWKDW\RXDUHQ¶W
\HW VDYHG RU WKDW WKHUH LV D VHULRXV IDLOXUH LQ \RXU
VSLULWXDOZDONWKDWQHHGVWREHUHPHGLHG
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&KDSWHU

1RWE\:RUNV1RWE\/DZ
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may boast.
(SKHVLDQV
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by
observing the law; rather, through the law we become
conscious of sin.
5RPDQV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
,W LV SDUW RI RXU IDOOHQ QDWXUH WR ZDQW WR VRPHKRZ HDUQ
VDOYDWLRQWRVRPHKRZEHZRUWK\RIHWHUQDOOLIHEDVHGRQRXU
RZQJRRGQHVVRUHIIRUW7KLVFRQFHSWLVFRPSOHWHO\FRQWUDU\
WR WKH VDOYDWLRQ ZH KDYH LQ -HVXV  2XU VDOYDWLRQ LV D JLIW
IURP*RG1RRQHKDVHYHUEHHQZRUWK\RILW1RRQHKDV
HYHUHDUQHGLW
7KLVLVSUHFLVHO\ZKDWVHWVVDOYDWLRQWKURXJK-HVXVDSDUWIURP
RWKHU³UHOLJLRQV´2WKHUUHOLJLRQVLQYROYHVHOILPSURYHPHQW
DQG JRRG ZRUNV WR EHFRPH DFFHSWDEOH WR *RG RU WR
VRPHKRZWUDQVFHQGWKLVOLIHDQGEHFRPHVRPHWKLQJEHWWHU
)ROORZHUVRI-HVXVRQWKHRWKHUKDQGFRPHWR*RGZLWKRXW
UHO\LQJ RQ DQ\ JRRGQHVV RI WKHLU RZQ  :H UHFHLYH
IRUJLYHQHVV DQG VDOYDWLRQ IURP *RG DV D IUHH JLIW PDGH
SRVVLEOH E\ -HVXV¶ VDFULILFH IRU RXU VLQV  :H DUH PDGH
ULJKWHRXV E\ *RG WKURXJK EHLQJ ERUQ DJDLQ DQG WKH JLIW RI
WKH+RO\6SLULWQRWE\RXURZQVHOIHIIRUW:HOHDUQWRFHDVH
IURPRXURZQVWULYLQJDQGOHDUQWRUHVWLQ*RGDQGWUXVWLQ
KLP
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets
testify. This righteousness from God comes through
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the
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redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
5RPDQV1,9

%XW WKHUH LV RIWHQ D SUREOHP  :H WHQG WR IDOO EDFN LQWR D
UHOLJLRXV PRGH RI WU\LQJ WR SOHDVH *RG E\ IROORZLQJ KLV
FRPPDQGV E\ RXU RZQ HIIRUW  7KLV FDQ OHDG XV EDFN LQWR
ERQGDJHWRVLQ3DXOGHVFULEHVWKLVSUREOHPLQKLVRZQOLIH
I was once alive apart from the law, but when the
commandment came, sin came alive and I died. The
very commandment that promised life proved to be death
to me. For sin, seizing an opportunity through the
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.
5RPDQV

7KHVROXWLRQLVWROHDUQWRwalk by the Spirit
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are
against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to
keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if
you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
*DODWLDQV

7KLVLVNH\WROLYLQJIRU-HVXVOHDUQLQJWRwalk by the Spirit
7R EHWWHU XQGHUVWDQG KRZ WRwalk by the Spirit SUD\HUIXOO\
FRQVLGHUWKH YHUVHV EHORZ XQGHU “For Further Reflection,”
DQGUHYLHZFKDSWHU“Walk by the Spirit.”
:KDW DERXW \RX"  +DYH \RX WULHG WR SOHDVH *RG VLPSO\ E\
IROORZLQJUXOHVE\\RXURZQVWUHQJWK"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
5RPDQVWR5LJKWHRXVQHVVWKURXJKIDLWK
5RPDQVWR/LIHE\WKH6SLULW
*DODWLDQV  WR   3HRSOH DUH UHEXNHG IRU UHO\LQJ RQ
FLUFXPFLVLRQDQGWKHODZUDWKHUWKDQIDLWKLQ-HVXV
5HYHODWLRQ*RRGZRUNVZLWKRXWORYH
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&KDSWHU

7UHDVXUHVRQ(DUWK
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal,
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.”
0DWWKHZ
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to
the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not
grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail,
where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

/XNH

-HVXVFDOOVXVWRXVHZRUOGO\ZHDOWKIRUHWHUQDOSXUSRVHVWR
QRW VWRUH LW XS IRU VHOILVK SXUSRVHV  6FULSWXUH FRQGHPQV
WKRVHZKRDUHZHDOWK\ZKHQWKH\XVHWKHLUZHDOWKDQGSRZHU
IRU VHOILVK SXUSRVHV -DPHV    7KRVH ZKR DUH ULFK DUH
LQVWUXFWHGWRGRRWKHUZLVH
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be
haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of
riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in
good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus
storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which
is truly life.
7LPRWK\
)RU P\VHOI , ILQG WKLV VXEMHFW RI ZHDOWK PDQDJHPHQW YHU\
GLIILFXOW WR EDODQFH SURSHUO\  2Q RQH KDQG ZH KDYH YHUVHV
WKDWHPSKDVL]HWKHQHHGWRWUXVW*RGIRURXUQHHGVVXFKDV
“Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
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wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.”
0DWWKHZ

2WKHUYHUVHVHPSKDVL]HWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIZRUN
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for members of his household, he has denied
the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
7LPRWK\
For even when we were with you, we would give you this
command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not
eat.
7KHVVDORQLDQV
$QG VRPH YHUVHV VSHDN RI WKH ZLVGRP RI VRPH W\SHV RI
VWRUDJH
In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and
oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. 3URY1,9
Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be
wise! It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it
stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at
harvest.
3URYHUEV1,9

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
3URYHUEV+RZORQJZLOO\RXOLHWKHUH"
3URYHUEV*LYHPHQHLWKHUSRYHUW\QRUULFKHV
0DWWKHZ'RQRWEHDQ[LRXVDERXWWRPRUURZ
/XNH%HRQ\RXUJXDUGDJDLQVWDOONLQGVRIJUHHG
/XNH7KHVKUHZGPDQDJHU
&RULQWKLDQV<RXZLOOEHHQULFKHGLQHYHU\ZD\
7KHVVDORQLDQV:RUNZLWK\RXUKDQGV
7KHVVDORQLDQV(DUQ\RXURZQEUHDG
7LPRWK\%HFRQWHQW
+HEUHZV%HFRQWHQWZLWKZKDW\RXKDYH
-RKQ,IZHFRQIHVVRXUVLQV«
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&KDSWHU

6H[XDO,PPRUDOLW\
It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you
should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should
learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and
honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do
not know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong
his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish
men for all such sins, as we have already told you and
warned you. For God did not call us to be impure, but to
live a holy life.
7KHVVDORQLDQV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
6SHDNLQJIUDQNO\WKHDUHDRIVH[XDOSXULW\KDVSUREDEO\EHHQ
WKHPRVWGLIILFXOWDUHDRIP\OLIHWRGHDOZLWK,VXSSRVH,DP
³QRUPDO´LQWKLVUHJDUGE\PDQ\PHDVXUHV+RZHYHU,WKLQN
,KDYHPRUHGLIILFXOWLHVWKDQVRPHPHQGXHWRDOORZLQJP\
PLQG WR IROORZ DIWHU LPPRUDO IDQWDVLHV EHIRUH , FKRVH WR
IROORZ -HVXV DQG RFFDVLRQDOO\ WKHUHDIWHU   %\ WKH VDPH
UHDVRQLQJP\GLIILFXOWLHVDUHSUREDEO\OHVVWKDQPDQ\RWKHUV
ZKRKDYHSDUWLFLSDWHGPRUHGLUHFWO\LQVH[XDOVLQ
3DXO DSSDUHQWO\ KDG D JLIW RI FHOLEDF\ \HW KH ZDV DEOH WR
V\PSDWKL]HZLWKWKRVHRIXVZKRGRQ¶W
I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his
own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.
To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for
them to remain single as I am. But if they cannot
exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better
to marry than to burn with passion.
&RULQWKLDQV
3DXODFNQRZOHGJHVWKDWLWLVQRWDEQRUPDOIRUIROORZHUVRI
-HVXV WR ³burn with passion´ DQG WR KDYH GLIILFXOW\
FRQWUROOLQJ WKHPVHOYHV  2XU VH[XDO GHVLUHV DUH SDUW RI KRZ
*RG PDGH XV  0DQ\ SHUKDSV PRVW IROORZHUV RI -HVXV DUH
QRWDEOHWRVLPSO\WXUQWKHLUVH[XDOGHVLUHVRII*RGPDGHXV
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ZLWKVXFKGHVLUHVWRSURPRWHPDUULDJHVDQGIDPLOLHV6DWDQ
VHHNVWRWZLVWWKRVH*RGJLYHQGHVLUHVWROHDGXVLQWRVLQ
:KLOHDJRRGPDUULDJHUHODWLRQVKLSLVWKHSUHIHUUHGPHDQVRI
VH[XDOIXOILOOPHQWWKDWLVQRWDQLPPHGLDWHRSWLRQIRUPDQ\
SHRSOH)RUWKRVHZKRDUHQRWPDUULHGRUDUHQRWZLWKWKHLU
VSRXVH GXHWRFLUFXPVWDQFHVRUUHODWLRQDOSUREOHPV LI\RX
DUHDEOHWRFRQWURO\RXUVHOILQWKLVDUHDWKHQWKDQN*RGIRUD
JLIW RI VHOIFRQWURO  )RU WKRVH ZKR KDYH PRUH GLIILFXOW\ LW
DSSHDUV WR PH WKDW VFULSWXUH GRHV QRW FRQGHPQ VHOI
JUDWLILFDWLRQ  :KLOH VHOIJUDWLILFDWLRQ FDQ EH GRQH LQ ZD\V
WKDWDUHVLQIXO,GRQ¶WEHOLHYHWKDWLWLVLQKHUHQWO\VLQIXO$VN
*RGWRVKRZ\RXKRZWROLYHLQDZD\WKDWLVSOHDVLQJWRKLP
, EHOLHYH WKDW WKHUH DUH GHJUHHV RI VLQ EDVHG RQ YHUVHV VXFK DV
*HQHVLV  ([RGXV  6DPXHO  0DUN  DQG
-RKQ ,EHOLHYHLWLVDJUHDWHUVLQWRSK\VLFDOO\FRPPLW

DGXOWHU\WKDQLWLVWRORRNDWVRPHRQHZLWKOXVWHYHQWKRXJK
ERWK DUH D IRUP RI DGXOWHU\ 0DWWKHZ    ,W LV D JUHDWHU
VLQWRDFWXDOO\VHGXFHVRPHRQHWKDQWRPHUHO\WKLQNDERXWLW
,WLVDJUHDWHUVLQWRPXUGHUVRPHRQHWKDQWRMXVWKDWHWKHP
'RQ¶WDOORZWKHLGHDWKDW³DOOVLQVDUHHTXDO´WROHDG\RXLQWR
HYHUJUHDWHU VLQV  'RQ¶W XVH WKDW LGHD WR MXVWLI\ DFWXDOO\
GRLQJVRPHWKLQJ\RX¶YHRQO\WKRXJKWDERXWGRLQJ
0DQ\FDQWHVWLI\WKDWOHVVHUVLQVWHQGWROHDGWRJUHDWHUVLQV
6RIWFRUHSRUQRJUDSK\OHDGVWRKDUGFRUHSRUQZKLFKOHDGVWR
HYHQZRUVHVLQFlee from sexual immorality &RU 

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
*HQHVLV7KH\ORRNHGGRZQWRZDUG6RGRP
1XPEHUV:KLOH,VUDHOZDVVWD\LQJLQ6KLWWLP«
-RKQ7KHZRPDQFDXJKWLQDGXOWHU\
5RPDQV7KHZUDWKRI*RGLVEHLQJUHYHDOHG«
&RULQWKLDQV,WLVDFWXDOO\UHSRUWHG«
&RULQWKLDQV+RQRU*RGZLWK\RXUERG\
-RKQ,IZHFRQIHVVRXUVLQV«
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&KDSWHU

3ULGH
Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a
fall.
3URYHUEV
Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is
more hope for a fool than for him.
3URYHUEV
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

5RPDQV

7KH LVVXH RI SULGH KDV EHHQ DQRWKHU GLIILFXOW DUHD IRU PH
SHUVRQDOO\WRRYHUFRPH7KLVLVDGLIILFXOWVLQWRGHDOZLWK
SDUWO\ EHFDXVH ³SULGH´ LV QRW DOZD\V EDG DV XVHG LQ WKH
(QJOLVK ODQJXDJH   6RPH W\SHV RI ERDVWLQJ DQG SULGH DUH
RND\ ZKLOH RWKHU W\SHV DUHQ¶W  +HUH DUH VRPH H[DPSOHV RI
WKHJRRGNLQG
Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take
pride in himself, without comparing himself to
somebody else, for each one should carry his own load.
*DODWLDQV1,9

Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in
the Lord.”
&RULQWKLDQV1,9
2QHVLPSOHGHILQLWLRQRIWKHEDGNLQGRISULGH VLQIXOSULGH 
LVWKLVWRWKLQNRI\RXUVHOIPRUHKLJKO\WKDQ\RXRXJKWWR
7KLVLVXVXDOO\DFFRPSDQLHG E\ WKLQNLQJ OHVV RI RWKHUV WKDQ
\RXRXJKWWR$VVFULSWXUHVD\V
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among
you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
5RPDQV

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but
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in humility consider others better than yourselves.
3KLOLSSLDQV1,9

3ULGH DSSHDUV WR EH WKH URRW VLQ WKDW OHG WR WKH GHYLO¶V
GRZQIDOO  3ULGH PD\ KDYH EHHQ WKH ILUVW VLQ LQ DOO FUHDWLRQ
HYHQDKHDGRI$GDPDQG(YHLQ*HQHVLV 
“Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you
corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. I
cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to
feast their eyes on you.”
(]HNLHO
He must not be a recent convert, or he may become
puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of
the devil.
7LPRWK\
+XPLOLW\LVZLGHO\XQGHUVWRRGWREHWKHRSSRVLWHRISULGH
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to
the humble.”
3HWHU
He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble.
3URYHUEV1,9

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the
humble is wisdom.
3URYHUEV
:KDWDERXW\RX"$UH\RXSURXGRUKXPEOH"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
&KURQLFOHV.LQJ8]]LDK¶VSULGH
3VDOP,QKLVSULGHWKHZLFNHGGRHVQRWVHHNKLP«
3URYHUEV%HIRUHKLVGRZQIDOO«
-HUHPLDK/HWQRWWKHZLVHPDQERDVW«
(]HNLHO7KHGHYLO¶VGRZQIDOO
'DQLHO.LQJ1HEXFKDGQH]]DU¶VSULGH
&RULQWKLDQV6RWKDWQRRQHPD\ERDVW
-RKQ,IZHFRQIHVVRXUVLQV«
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&KDSWHU

5HYHQJH
Do not say, “I will do to him as he has done to me;
I will pay the man back for what he has done.”
3URYHUEV

Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”
says the Lord.
5RPDQV1,9
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
,Q FKDSWHU  ZH ORRNHG DW WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI IRUJLYLQJ
RWKHUV  $ IDLOXUH WR IRUJLYH WHQGV WR UHVXOW LQ D GHVLUH IRU
UHYHQJH,WVHHPVWRPHWKDWVHHNLQJUHYHQJHLVWKHRSSRVLWH
RIIRUJLYHQHVV
&RQVLGHUDODUJHUVHFWLRQRI5RPDQV
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what
is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far
as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not
take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will
repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something
to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on
his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.
5RPDQV1,9
7DNLQJUHYHQJHDOVRLQYROYHVDIDLOXUHWRORYHRWKHUV:KHQ
WKHFRPPDQGWR“love your neighbor as yourself”ZDVILUVW
JLYHQLWZDVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKQRWVHHNLQJUHYHQJH
“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against
the sons of your own people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.”
/HYLWLFXV
3HWHUDOVRUDLVHVWKLVLVVXHRIWDNLQJUHYHQJH
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Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on
the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you
may obtain a blessing.
3HWHU
,W LV VRPHZKDW LQWULJXLQJ WKDW *RG DSSHDUV WR UHVHUYH
MXGJPHQWDQGUHYHQJHIRUKLPVHOI
“It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
5RPDQV1,9

3HUKDSV WKDW LV EHFDXVH *RG LV WKH RQO\ RQH ZKRVH
NQRZOHGJH LV VXIILFLHQW WR ULJKWO\ MXGJH DQG UHSD\ SHRSOH
2XU RZQ MXGJPHQWV DERXW RWKHUV WHQG WR EH ZDUSHG E\ RXU
RZQVHOILVKQHVVDQGLJQRUDQFH
-HVXV JLYHV XV D FKDOOHQJLQJ H[DPSOH RI IRUJLYHQHVV UDWKHU
WKDQYHQJHDQFH
And when they came to the place that is called The
Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one
on his right and one on his left. And Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
/XNH

:KDW DERXW \RX"  :KDW ZDV \RXU UHVSRQVH WKH ODVW WLPH
VRPHRQHZURQJHG\RX"9HQJHDQFHRUIRUJLYHQHVV"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
-XGJHV6DPVRQ¶VUHYHQJH
3URYHUEV'RQRWVD\³,ZLOOUHSD\HYLO´
0DWWKHZ(\HIRUH\HDQGWRRWKIRUWRRWK
$FWV6WHSKHQ¶VSUD\HU
7KHVVDORQLDQV*RGLVMXVW+HZLOOSD\EDFN«
7LPRWK\7KH/RUGZLOOUHSD\«
-RKQ,IZHFRQIHVVRXUVLQV«
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&KDSWHU

4XDUUHOLQJ
Remind them of these things, and charge them before God
not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only
ruins the hearers.
7LPRWK\
Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies;
you know that they breed quarrels. And the Lord’s servant
must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to
teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents
with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance
leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to
their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after
being captured by him to do his will.
7LPRWK\
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
,W LV LQWULJXLQJ WR PH KRZ IROORZHUV RI -HVXV RIWHQ VWURQJO\
GLVDJUHHRQYDULRXVVXEMHFWVHVSHFLDOO\VSLULWXDOVXEMHFWV,
WDNH WKLV WR EH HYLGHQFH RI MXVW KRZ PXFK RXU RZQ
H[SHULHQFH DQG FXOWXUH LPSDFW KRZ ZH XQGHUVWDQG WKLQJV
DQG MXVW KRZ LPSHUIHFW RXU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ LV  %DVHG RQ WKH
PDQ\GLIIHULQJEHOLHIVWKDWPDQ\JHQXLQHIROORZHUVRI-HVXV
KROGWR,FRQFOXGHWKDWRXUXQGHUVWDQGLQJLVQRWDVLQVSLUHG
E\WKH+RO\6SLULWDVZHPD\WKLQNLWLV
6FULSWXUHVD\V
Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we
shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall
know fully, even as I am fully known.
&RULQWKLDQV1,9

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among
you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
5RPDQV

Foundations for Eternal Life

119

:HWHQGWRWKLQNRIRXUVHOYHVDQGRXURZQNQRZOHGJHPRUH
KLJKO\ WKDQ ZH RXJKW WR  7KLV FDQ OHDG EHOLHYHUV LQWR
DUJXPHQWV DQG TXDUUHOV WKDW DUH QRW EHQHILFLDO  &RQVLGHU
VRPHDGGLWLRQDOYHUVHVUHJDUGLQJRXUVSHHFK
When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who
holds his tongue is wise.
3URYHUEV1,9
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but
only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion,
(SKHVLDQV
that it may give grace to those who hear.
Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger
of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
-DPHV

:KDW DERXW \RX"  +DYH \RX TXDUUHOHG ZLWK VRPHRQH
UHFHQWO\":KDWZDVWKHRXWFRPH"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ2XWRIWKHRYHUIORZRIWKHKHDUW«
/XNH)RURXWRIWKHRYHUIORZRIKLVKHDUW«
5RPDQV:DWFKRXWIRUWKRVHZKRFDXVHGLYLVLRQV
7LWXV$YRLGIRROLVKFRQWURYHUVLHV
-DPHV$WLJKWUHLQRQKLVWRQJXH
-DPHV7KHWRQJXHLVDILUH
-RKQ,IZHFRQIHVVRXUVLQV«
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&KDSWHU

.HHSRQ6LQQLQJ
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s
seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because
he has been born of God.
-RKQ
We know that we have come to know him if we obey his
commands. The man who says, “I know him,” but does not
do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
-RKQ1,9

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

7KH DERYH YHUVHV FOHDUO\ LQGLFDWH WKDW WUXH VDOYDWLRQ UHVXOWV
LQFKDQJHGDFWLRQV8QIRUWXQDWHO\PDQ\IROORZHUVRI-HVXV
HPSKDVL]HVDOYDWLRQE\*RG¶VgraceVRPXFKWKDWWKH\GRQ¶W
VHHPWRKDYHDQ\H[SHFWDWLRQRIOLYHVFKDQJLQJDVDUHVXOWRI
VDOYDWLRQ%HFDXVHRIWKLV,EHOLHYHPDQ\SHRSOHZKRDUHQ¶W
WUXO\VDYHGDUHGHFHLYHGLQWREHOLHYLQJRWKHUZLVH
)RU-RKQDWHVWRIWUXHVDOYDWLRQLVQ¶WKDYLQJVRPHVSLULWXDO
JLIWKDYLQJDVSHFLDOVSLULWXDOH[SHULHQFHRUVD\LQJWKHULJKW
VSLULWXDOZRUGV)RU-RKQDSULPDU\HYLGHQFHRIVDOYDWLRQLV
REHGLHQFHWR*RG&RQVLGHU-RKQ¶VVWDWHPHQWDJDLQ
We know that we have come to know him if we obey his
commands. The man who says, “I know him,” but does
not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not
in him.
-RKQ1,9
7KHDXWKRURI+HEUHZVDOVRDGGUHVVHVWKHLVVXHRIREHGLHQFH
If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received
the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,
but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging
fire that will consume the enemies of God.
+HEUHZV1,9

3DXODOVRDGGUHVVHVWKLVLVVXH
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male
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prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the
greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will
inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of
you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified,
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
and by the Spirit of our God.
&RULQWKLDQV1,9
, DP QRW FODLPLQJ WKDW IROORZHUV RI -HVXV DUH SHUIHFW DQG
QHYHUVLQ%XW,DPVD\LQJWKDWVLQVKRXOGEHWKHH[FHSWLRQ
LQ RXU OLYHV QRW WKH QRUP HVSHFLDOO\ WKH ORQJHU ZH NQRZ
-HVXV$V-RKQDOVRZULWHV
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not
sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to
the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
-RKQ1,9

:KDWDERXW\RX",V\RXUOLIHFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\REHGLHQFHWR
*RGRUREHGLHQFHWRVLQ",I\RXUOLIHLVVWLOOFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\
REHGLHQFH WR VLQ UDWKHU WKDQ REHGLHQFH WR *RG WKHQ ,
HQFRXUDJH \RX WR UHYLVLW FKDSWHU  What Must I Do to Be
Saved? FKDSWHU Obey FKDSWHU Set Free From Sin 
FKDSWHU  Walk by the Spirit  DQG FKDSWHU  Not by
Works, Not by Law 

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ³/RUG/RUG«´
/XNH³:K\GR\RXFDOOPHµ/RUG/RUG¶«´
5RPDQV6KDOOZHJRRQVLQQLQJ"
&RULQWKLDQV:LWKVXFKDPDQGRQRWHYHQHDW
*DODWLDQV7KHZRUNVRIWKHIOHVK
*DODWLDQV,IVRPHRQHLVFDXJKWLQDVLQ
*DODWLDQV<RXZLOOUHDSZKDW\RXVRZ
3HWHU%HKRO\
3HWHU$EVWDLQIURPVLQIXOGHVLUHV

122

Foundations for Eternal Life

3$57

7KLQJV*RG'RHVQ¶W'R


6RPHWKLQJVDUHFRQWUDU\WR*RG¶VQDWXUHDQG*RG
VLPSO\GRHVQ¶WGRWKRVHWKLQJV:KLOHWKHVHWKLQJV
VKRXOG EH REYLRXV LW LV VXUSULVLQJO\ HDV\ IRU XV WR
WKLQNDQGDFWRWKHUZLVH8QGHUVWDQGLQJWKHVHWKLQJV
VKRXOGVWUHQJWKHQRXUWUXVWLQ*RG
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&KDSWHU

'R:URQJ3HUYHUW-XVWLFH
It is unthinkable that God would do wrong,
that the Almighty would pervert justice.
-RE1,9

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
*RGKDVQHYHUGRQHZURQJRUSHUYHUWHGMXVWLFHDQGKHQHYHU
ZLOO6WLOOZHWHQGWREODPH*RGIRURXUSUREOHPV
:KHQ -RE¶V OLIH ZHQW IURP EHLQJ YHU\ JRRG WR ORVLQJ
HYHU\WKLQJ-RE¶VZLIHVDLGWRKLP
“Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God
and die!”
-RE1,9
,W LV RXU QDWXUDO VLQIXO WHQGHQF\ WR EODPH *RG IRU RXU
SUREOHPV  2IWHQ RXU SUREOHPV DUH VHOILQIOLFWHG RIWHQ ZH
DUHVLPSO\UHDSLQJZKDWZH¶YHVRZQ\HWZHEODPH*RG
2WKHUWLPHVVXFKDVLQ-RE¶VFDVHRXUSUREOHPVDUHODUJHO\
FDXVHG E\ RWKHUV DQG ZH VWLOO WHQG WR EODPH *RG  -RE LV D
PDUYHORXV H[DPSOH RI SDWLHQFH LQ WKH IDFH RI VXIIHULQJ EXW
KHDOVRWHQGHGWRILQGIDXOWZLWK*RG
“I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I stand
up, but you merely look at me. You turn on me
ruthlessly; with the might of your hand you attack me.
You snatch me up and drive me before the wind; you
toss me about in the storm.”
-RE1,9
*RG KDG QRW DWWDFNHG -RE  ,W LV FOHDU IURP WKH ILUVW WZR
FKDSWHUVRI-REWKDW*RGKDGWHPSRUDULO\VWRSSHGSURWHFWLQJ
-RE DQG WKDW LW ZDV DFWXDOO\ 6DWDQ ZKR KDG DWWDFNHG -RE
-REKRZHYHUZDVQRWDZDUHRIWKLVDQGKHDFFXVHG*RGRI
DWWDFNLQJKLP
:KDWHYHU \RXU FLUFXPVWDQFHV DUH LI \RX DUH D IROORZHU RI
-HVXVUHPHPEHU
And we know that in all things God works for the good
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of those who love him, who have been called according
to his purpose.
5RPDQV1,9
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for
us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us
5RPDQV
all things?
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

-RKQ

/LIHKHUHRQHDUWKFDQEHYHU\GLIILFXOWDQGRIWHQWKHUHLVQ¶W
PXFKZHFDQGRWRFKDQJHWKDW2XUWULDOVPD\FRQWLQXHIRU
ZKDWVHHPVWREHDYHU\ORQJWLPH7KHSURSKHW+DEDNNXN
IRUHVDZ WKDW *RG ZRXOG VHQG WKH %DE\ORQLDQ DUP\ DJDLQVW
KLV RZQ FRXQWU\  +H KDG WR GHDO ZLWK KRZ WR WUXVW DQG
IROORZ*RGZKHQKLVZRUOGZDVDERXWWRIDOODSDUW3DUWRI
KLVFRQFOXVLRQZDV
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no
grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the
fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the
pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the
LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.
+DEDNNXN1,9

:KDW DERXW \RX"  :LOO \RX rejoice in the LORD DQG be
joyful in GodUHJDUGOHVVRI\RXUFLUFXPVWDQFHV"

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
+DYH\RXHYHUEODPHG*RGIRU\RXUSUREOHPV"6KRXOG\RX
DSRORJL]H"
3VDOP:K\2/25'GR\RXVWDQGIDURII"
3URYHUEV'RQRWGHVSLVHWKH/25'¶VGLVFLSOLQH
&RULQWKLDQV2XUOLJKWDQGPRPHQWDU\WURXEOHV
7LWXV*RGGRHVQRWOLH
+HEUHZV,WLVLPSRVVLEOHIRU*RGWROLH
+HEUHZV'LVFLSOLQHIURP*RG
+HEUHZV³,ZLOOQHYHUOHDYH\RX«´
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3$57

3XWWLQJLW$OO7RJHWKHU


8S WR WKLV SRLQW ZH KDYH ORRNHG DW IRXQGDWLRQV IRU
HWHUQDOOLIHE\ORRNLQJDWYDULRXV³WKLQJV´
3$577KLQJV:H.QRZ
3$577KLQJV:H'R
3$577KLQJV*RG'RHV
3$577KLQJV*RGDQG:H'R 
3$577KLQJV:H6KRXOG127'R
3$577KLQJV*RG'RHVQ¶W'R
:KLOHDOORIWKHVH³WKLQJV´DUHLPSRUWDQWWRYDULRXV
GHJUHHV ZKDW LV XOWLPDWHO\ LPSRUWDQW LV XVLQJ RXU
XQGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKHVHWKLQJVWRHQWHULQWRVDOYDWLRQ
DQGWRFRQWLQXHWROLYHLQWKDWVDOYDWLRQLQDZD\WKDW
LVSOHDVLQJWR*RG
,Q WKLV VHFWLRQ ZH ZLOO ORRN DW VDOYDWLRQ IURP WKUHH
GLIIHUHQWYLHZSRLQWV
x :HZLOOUHYLHZYDULRXVDVSHFWVRIVDOYDWLRQ
x 7REHVDYHGLVWREH³LQ&KULVW´
x 6DOYDWLRQ LQYROYHV FRPLQJ WR -HVXV EHLQJ
UHFRQFLOHG WR *RG DQG NQRZLQJ DQG ORYLQJ
*RG
:HZLOOWKHQFORVHZLWKWKHQHHGWR³VWDQGILUP´
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&KDSWHU

6DOYDWLRQ
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
/XNH

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom
I am the worst.
7LPRWK\1,9
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

-RKQ1,9

-HVXV FDPH WR save sinners WR seek and to save the lost
7KDW LQFOXGHV \RX DQG PH  ,W VHHPV WR PH WKDW D SULPDU\
WKHPH RI WKH HQWLUH %LEOH LV *RG¶VSURYLVLRQ RI VDOYDWLRQ WR
PDQNLQG  $QRWKHU SULPDU\ WKHPH LV WKH UHMHFWLRQ RI VDO
YDWLRQE\PRVWSHRSOH*RGKDVSURYLGHGDZD\RIVDOYDWLRQ
IRUPHDQGIRU\RX/HWXVEHFDUHIXOWRQRWUHMHFWLW
:KDWGRHVLWPHDQWREHVDYHG":KDWGRHV³VDOYDWLRQ´ORRN
OLNH"  *RG LV WKH RQH ZKR KDV LQLWLDWHG VDOYDWLRQ DQG *RG
IUHHO\SURYLGHVXVZLWKWKHPDQ\EOHVVLQJVDQGSURYLVLRQVRI
VDOYDWLRQ  0DQ\ DVSHFWV RI VDOYDWLRQ KDYH EHHQ GLVFXVVHG
WKURXJKRXWWKLVERRN
x 6DOYDWLRQLVQHFHVVDU\EHFDXVHRIRXURZQVSLULWXDOGHDWK
FDXVHGE\VLQ FKDSWHU 
x -HVXVGLHGIRURXUVLQVPDNLQJVDOYDWLRQSRVVLEOH FK 
x -HVXV URVH IURP WKH GHDG SURYLQJ KLV SRZHU RYHU GHDWK
DQGKLVSRZHUWRVDYHXVIURPRXUVLQV FKDSWHU 
x 6DOYDWLRQKDVLWVVRXUFHLQ*RG¶VORYH FKDSWHU 
x .QRZOHGJHDERXW*RGDQGFUHDWLRQKHOSVXVWRXQGHUVWDQG
VDOYDWLRQ FKDSWHUVWR 
x 6DOYDWLRQLQYROYHVFRPLQJWR-HVXVWUXVWLQJLQ-HVXVDQG
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IROORZLQJ -HVXV  (DFK RI XV PXVW WXUQ WR *RG LQ
UHSHQWDQFHDQGKDYHIDLWKLQ-HVXV FKDSWHU 
x 6DOYDWLRQ LQFOXGHV PDQ\ EOHVVLQJV DQG SURYLVLRQV IURP
*RG GXULQJ WKLV OLIH  2XU VLQV DUH IRUJLYHQ ZH DUH VHW
IUHHIURPVLQ¶VSRZHUZHDUHERUQRI*RGWKHJLIWRIWKH
+RO\ 6SLULW ZH DUH PHPEHUV RI RQH ERG\ DQG ZH DUH
JLYHQHYHU\VSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJLQ&KULVW FKDSWHUV 
x /RYHIRU*RGDIIHFWVKRZZHOLYHWKLQJVZHGR FKDSWHUV
WR WR DQGWKLQJVZHDYRLG FKDSWHUVWR
  :H DUH DEOH WR OLYH D ULJKWHRXV OLIH RQO\ EHFDXVH RI
*RG¶VPDQ\EOHVVLQJVDQGSURYLVLRQV FKDSWHUVWR 
x )XWXUH EOHVVLQJV DUH LQFOXGHG  QR FRQGHPQDWLRQ RQ WKH
GD\RIMXGJPHQWDQGIXWXUHUHZDUG FKDSWHUVDQG 
&RQVLGHUDJDLQWKLVPDUYHORXVVDOYDWLRQ
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done
by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
7LWXV

7KDQN\RX*RGIRUVXFKDJUHDWVDOYDWLRQ

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
$FWV7KHUHLVVDOYDWLRQLQQRRQHHOVH
5RPDQV7KHSRZHURI*RGIRUVDOYDWLRQ
&RULQWKLDQV1RZLVWKHGD\RIVDOYDWLRQ
&RULQWKLDQV5HSHQWDQFHWKDWOHDGVWRVDOYDWLRQ
7LWXV7KHJUDFHRI*RGWKDWEULQJVVDOYDWLRQ
+HEUHZV,IZHQHJOHFWVXFKDJUHDWVDOYDWLRQ
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³7KH1RUPDO&KULVWLDQ/LIH´E\
:DWFKPDQ1HH
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&KDSWHU

,Q&KULVW
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
&RULQWKLDQV

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus.
5RPDQV
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

3HWHU

6FULSWXUHUHIHUVWRWKRVHZKRDUHVDYHGDVEHLQJ“in Christ.”
,I\RXDUH“in Christ,”\RXDUHa new creation; the old has
passed away, the new has come<RXKDYHDQHZLGHQWLW\
7KLVLVSDUWRI*RG¶VJUDFHVRPHWKLQJ*RGGRHV
And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and
has anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and
given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.
&RULQWKLDQV

8QGHUVWDQGLQJRXUQHZLGHQWLW\in ChristLVDQLPSRUWDQWNH\
WRIROORZLQJ-HVXV2XUSRVLWLRQin ChristLVZKDWDOLJQVXV
ZLWK*RG¶VJUDFHWKHPDQ\EOHVVLQJVIUHHO\JLYHQE\*RG
:H KDYH DOUHDG\ ORRNHG DW PDQ\ RI WKH EOHVVLQJV WKDW DUH
RXUVE\*RG¶VJUDFHLIZHDUHin Christ FKDSWHUVWR 
x %HFDXVH-HVXVVKHGKLVEORRGRXUVLQVDUHIRUJLYHQ
x %HFDXVH-HVXVGLHGZHDUHVHWIUHHIURPVLQ
x %HFDXVH-HVXVURVHIURPWKHGHDGZHKDYHQHZOLIH
x %HFDXVH-HVXVLVH[DOWHGWKH+RO\6SLULWLVSRXUHGRXW
x :HDUHPHPEHUVRIRQHERG\WKHERG\RI&KULVW
x *RGKDVJLYHQXVHYHU\VSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJin Christ
/HW¶VFRQVLGHUDIHZPRUHYHUVHVUHODWHGWREHLQJin Christ
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has
set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and
death.
5RPDQV
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But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a
guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God,
through faith.
*DODWLDQV
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.
(SKHVLDQV
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ.
(SKHVLDQV

7KHVHYHUVHVFODULI\VRPHPRUHEOHVVLQJVZHKDYHLIZHDUH
in Christ
x
x
x
x
x

:HDUHQRORQJHUFRQGHPQHG
:HDUHVHWIUHHIURPWKHODZRIVLQDQGGHDWK
:HDUHDOOVRQVRI*RGWKURXJKIDLWK
:HDUH*RG¶VZRUNPDQVKLSFUHDWHGWRGRJRRGZRUNV
:HKDYHEHHQEURXJKWQHDUWR*RG

2QHRIRXUHQHP\¶VJUHDWHVWGHFHSWLRQVLVWRNHHSEHOLHYHUV
IURPXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKHLUQHZLGHQWLW\“in Christ,”VRWKH\¶OO
FRQWLQXHWROLYHOLNHXQVDYHGSHRSOH'RQ¶WIDOOIRULW*RG
KDVJUHDWO\EOHVVHGXVKLVSHRSOH/HW¶VOLYHLQWKDWEOHVVLQJ
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in
the Lord. Live as children of light…
(SKHVLDQV1,9

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
5HDGWKHEXOOHWSRLQWVDERYHDORXGPDNLQJWKHPSHUVRQDO
IRUH[DPSOHFKDQJH³RXU´WR³P\´DQG³ZHDUH´WR³,DP´ 
(SKHVLDQV(YHU\VSLULWXDOEOHVVLQJLQ&KULVW
3KLOLSSLDQV&RORVVLDQV7RWKRVHZKRDUHLQ&KULVW
-RKQ:HDUHFDOOHGFKLOGUHQRI*RG
%RRN 5HIHUHQFH  ³9LFWRU\ 2YHU WKH 'DUNQHVV´ E\ 1HLO
$QGHUVRQ³5HDOL]LQJWKHSRZHURI\RXULGHQWLW\LQ&KULVW´
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&KDSWHU

³&RPHWR0H´
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
0DWWKHZ

“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart
will flow rivers of living water.’”
-RKQ
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
-HVXVLQYLWHVHDFKRIXVWRFRPHWRKLP7KLVLVDQLQYLWDWLRQ
WRVDOYDWLRQ“Come to me.” +RZGRZHFRPHWR-HVXV":H
FRPHWR-HVXVWKURXJKUHSHQWDQFHDQGIDLWK SHUFKDSWHU 
6DOYDWLRQ LV QRW SULPDULO\ D PDWWHU RI WKLQJV ZH NQRZ RU
WKLQJVZHGRVDOYDWLRQLVDPDWWHURIULJKWUHODWLRQVKLS
“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”
-RKQ
(WHUQDO OLIH LQYROYHV NQRZLQJ *RG  6LQ KDG EURNHQ RXU
UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK *RG  7KURXJK WKH GHDWK RI -HVXV RXU
UHODWLRQVKLSZLWK*RGLVUHVWRUHGZHDUHreconciledWR*RG
For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled
to him through the death of his Son, how much more,
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his
life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
now received reconciliation.
5RPDQV1,9
7RKHOSXVXQGHUVWDQGVDOYDWLRQWKLVERRNKDVEURNHQGRZQ
VSLULWXDOFRQFHSWVLQWRFDWHJRULHVVXFKDV“Things We Know”
DQG“Things We Do.” +RZHYHULWLVDPLVWDNHWRWKLQNWKDW
VDOYDWLRQLVMXVWDPDWWHURIWKLQJVWRNQRZDQGWKLQJVWRGR
-XVW NQRZLQJ VSLULWXDO WUXWK DQG GRLQJ UHOLJLRXV WKLQJV GRHV
QRW VDYH XV  5DWKHU VDOYDWLRQ LQYROYHV FRPLQJ WR -HVXV
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WUXVWLQJLQ-HVXVDQGIROORZLQJ-HVXV:HFRPHWR-HVXVWR
EHreconciledWR*RGDQGWRknowWKH)DWKHUDQGWKH6RQ
2QFH ZH DUH UHFRQFLOHG WR *RG WKURXJK -HVXV ZH VKRXOG
OHDUQ WKLQJV DQG GR WKLQJV WKDW VWUHQJWKHQ RXU UHODWLRQVKLS
ZLWK*RG:HVKRXOGDYRLGWKLQJVWKDWKXUWRXUUHODWLRQVKLS
ZLWK *RG  7KDW LV WKH SRLQW RI ZULWLQJ DERXW “Things We
Know,” “Things We Do,” DQG “Things We Should NOT
Do.” 7KH JRDO LV WR NQRZ *RG EHWWHU WR GHHSHQ RXU
UHODWLRQVKLSZLWK*RGWRGHHSHQRXUORYHIRU*RG
+DYH\RXDOUHDG\FRPHWR-HVXVIRUVDOYDWLRQ",IVR,XUJH
\RX WR grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and
forever! Amen. 3HWHU1,9 
,I\RXKDYHQRW\HWFRPHWR-HVXVZK\QRWGRVRWRGD\"
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.
&RULQWKLDQV
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who
hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come;
and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the
5HYHODWLRQ1,9
water of life.

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
0DWWKHZ³,QHYHUNQHZ\RX´
0DWWKHZ/HWWKHOLWWOHFKLOGUHQFRPH
-RKQ&RPLQJWRWKHOLJKW
-RKQ5HIXVLQJWRFRPHWR-HVXV
-RKQ³:KRHYHUFRPHVWRPHVKDOOQRWKXQJHU´
-RKQ&RPLQJWRWKH)DWKHUWKURXJK-HVXV
&RULQWKLDQV5HFRQFLOHGWR*RGWKURXJK-HVXV
3KLOLSSLDQV7KHVXUSDVVLQJZRUWKRINQRZLQJ-HVXV
-RKQ7KDWZHPD\NQRZKLPZKRLVWUXH
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³7KH:D\WR*RG´E\'/0RRG\
$YDLODEOHIUHHRQWKHLQWHUQHW
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&KDSWHU

6WDQG)LUP
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
*DODWLDQV
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet,
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.
In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which
you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;
and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance…
(SKHVLDQV
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
6FULSWXUH DGPRQLVKHV WKRVH ZKR DUH VDYHG WR “stand firm.”
1RWHWKDWWKHLQVWUXFWLRQLVQRWWRPDUFKDQGFRQTXHUEXWWR
stand  -HVXV KDV DOUHDG\ FRQTXHUHG DQG ZRQ WKH YLFWRU\
&RORVVLDQV :HQHHGWRstand firmLQWKDWYLFWRU\
,Q(SKHVLDQV DERYH ZHDUHJLYHQDZRUGSLFWXUHRI
KRZZHDUHWRstand firmZLWKthe whole armor of GodIRU
SURWHFWLRQ  7KLV ZRUG SLFWXUH VKRZV XV PDQ\ RI WKH
SURYLVLRQV*RGKDVPDGHIRUXVWREHYLFWRULRXV
x The belt of truth:  7KH PDLQ ZHDSRQ RI WKH GHYLO DQG
GHPRQVLVOLHV.QRZLQJWUXWKSURWHFWVXVIURPWKHLUOLHV
7KH PDLQ WUXWK ZH NQRZ LV WKDW -HVXV LV WKH &KULVW WKH
6RQ RI *RG ZKR GLHG WR UHGHHP VLQQHUV DQG ZKR URVH
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IURPWKHGHDG.QRZWKHWUXWKDQGVWDQGILUPLQLW
x The breastplate of righteousness: 7KURXJK-HVXV¶GHDWK
DQG UHVXUUHFWLRQ RXU VLQV DUH IRUJLYHQ DQG ZH DUH PDGH
ULJKWHRXV EHIRUH *RG -RKQ    $FFXVDWLRQV WR WKH
FRQWUDU\DUHIDOVH6WDQGILUPLQWKHULJKWHRXVQHVVWKDWLV
RXUVWKURXJK-HVXV $OVRVHHFKDSWHUVDQG 
x Shoes… the readiness given by the gospel of peace: :H
QRZKDYHSHDFHZLWK*RGWKURXJK-HVXV 5RPDQV :H
VKRXOGVWDQGILUPLQWKDWSHDFHDQGEHUHDG\WRVKDUHWKH
JRRGQHZVWKHJRVSHORISHDFHZLWKRWKHUV 3HWHU 
x The shield of faith: +DYLQJ ILUP IDLWK LQ *RG DQG KLV
SURPLVHVHQDEOHVXVWRextinguish all the flaming darts of
the evil one6WDQGILUPLQIDLWK $OVRVHHFKDSWHU³)DLWK´ 
x The helmet of salvation: 1RWKLQJ LQ DOO FUHDWLRQ FDQ
VHSDUDWHXVIURP*RG¶VORYH 5RPDQV  6WDQGILUP
LQWKHKRSHRIVDOYDWLRQ 7KHVVDORQLDQV 
x The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: :H
VKRXOG NQRZ VFULSWXUH DQG VWDQG ILUP ZLWK LW  6SHDN
VSHFLILFYHUVHVDORXGWRKHOS\RXVWDQGILUP -HVXVVKRZVXV
KRZLQ0DWWKHZ 6WDQGILUPZLWKWKHZRUGRI*RG
x Praying at all times in the Spirit: :HVKRXOGDOZD\VEH
LQ FRPPXQLFDWLRQ ZLWK *RG  1HYHU VWRS SUD\LQJ
7KHVVDORQLDQV  $OVRVHHFKDSWHU“Prayer.” 
x Keep alert with all perseverance: 6WDQGLQJILUPUHTXLUHV
WKDWZHDOZD\VSD\DWWHQWLRQ$V-HVXVKLPVHOIVDLG “Be
on guard! Be alert!” 0DUN1,9 
7KDQN\RX*RGIRUWKHYLFWRU\WKDWLVRXUVDVZHVWDQGILUP
LQ-HVXVZLWKWKHZKROHDUPRURI*RG

)RU)XUWKHU5HIOHFWLRQ
3KLOLSSLDQV6WDQGLQJILUPLQRQHVSLULW
7KHVVDORQLDQV6WDQGILUP
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³6LW:DON6WDQG´E\:DWFKPDQ1HH
%RRN5HIHUHQFH³7KH2YHUFRPLQJ/LIH´E\'/0RRG\
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&RQFOXVLRQ
*RGLV*22'$//WKHWLPHLQ(9(5<ZD\
7KURXJKRXWWKLVERRNZHKDYHVHHQ*RG¶VJRRGQHVVKLVORYH
DQGKLVJUDFHIRUKLVSHRSOH7DNHKROGRIWKHVHWUXWKV'R
QRW OHW JR RI WKHP  &RQVLGHU UHYLHZLQJ WKLV ERRN LQ D IHZ
ZHHNVRUPRQWKVWRUHPLQG\RXUVHOIRIWKHVHWKLQJV
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive
-DPHV1,9
yourselves. Do what it says.
$V,GLGLQWKH,QWURGXFWLRQ,DJDLQHQFRXUDJH\RXWRPDNH
WKHIROORZLQJSUD\HU\RXURZQ
O God, help me to know your love for me.
Help me to learn your ways, and to walk in them.
Open my spiritual eyes to see myself as you see me, and
to understand my circumstances as you understand
them.
Fill me with your Spirit so that I will be able to follow you
wherever you lead.

,QFORVLQJ
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by
the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with
everything good that you may do his will, working in us
that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
+HEUHZV

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who
hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come;
and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the
water of life.
5HYHODWLRQ1,9
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people.
Amen.
5HYHODWLRQ1,9
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2WKHU%RRNVE\WKH$XWKRU
Beneath
)RXQGDWLRQVIRU(WHUQDO/LIH
'RHV truth H[LVW"  :KDW LV truth"
+RZFDQtruthEHNQRZQ"7KURXJK
REVHUYDWLRQ DQG UHDVRQ PDQ\
DVSHFWV RI truth FDQ EH NQRZQ
7KHVH NLQGV RI truths IRUP WKH
EHGURFN RQ ZKLFK WUXH IDLWK DQG
NQRZOHGJH FDQ EH EXLOW  &RQVLGHU
IRU \RXUVHOI ZKHWKHU RU QRW \RX
DJUHH WKDW WKH “truths” GLVFXVVHG LQ
WKLVERRNDUH“self-evident”

Building on
)RXQGDWLRQVIRU(WHUQDO/LIH
.LQJ 6RORPRQ ZURWH “Blessed are
those who find wisdom, those who
gain understanding, for she is more
profitable than silver and yields
better returns than gold. She is
more precious than rubies; nothing
you desire can compare with her.”
3URYHUEV1,9 
“Nothing you desire can compare
with her.” 'R \RX KDYH LW"  ,V LW
UHDOO\ WKDW YDOXDEOH"  'R \RX KDYH
wisdomDQGunderstanding"


)UHHHERRNYHUVLRQVRIWKHVHERRNVVKRXOGEHDYDLODEOHDW
6KDORP.RLQRQLDRUJ
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